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About the Namibia Bird Club 
The Namibia Bird Club was founded in 1962 and has been active since then. The 

club’s mission is to contribute to Namibian ornithology by, amongst other things, 
arranging regular birding outings, conducting bird ringing and atlasing 

excursions and educating the public about the value of birds. To achieve this, we 
organise monthly visits to interesting birding sites around Windhoek as well as 
regular visits to Avis Dam and the Gammams Water Care Works and occasional 

weekend trips further afield. Bird club members also participate in the African 
Waterbird Census twice a year. 

Experienced birders are more than happy to help beginners and novices on these 
outings. If you have a transport problem or would like to share transport please 
contact a committee member. Depending on the availability of speakers and 

suitable material we present occasional lecture or video evenings at the Namibia 
Scientific Society premises. Members receive the bird club’s journal, Lanioturdus 

and outings and events are advertised on the club’s website 
www.namibiabirdclub.org. 

The Namibia Bird Club is not affiliated to any global or regional organisation and 

relies entirely on members’ subscriptions and donations to fund its activities. 

The opinions expressed in this journal are those of the authors and not 

necessarily those of the Namibia Bird Club or its committee. 
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Heinz Stöck 
15 January 1935 – 13 January 2019 

 
Chairman of the Namibia Bird Club (then the Ornithologische 
Arbeitsgruppe, a division of the SWA Scientific Society) 1976-1980. 

Heinz Stöck farmed cattle and karakul sheep on Farm Frauenstein 

north east of Windhoek. He was a dedicated farmer and nature lover. 
The first time I met Heinz and his wife, Jutta, he impressed me with 
his humbleness and his knowledge of nature, farming and many 

other fields. A great friendship arose out of this meeting and he was 
a great mentor to me. Many weekends were spent on Farm 

Frauenstein with the bird club ringing and observing birds. 

In 1976 Heinz took over as chairman of the bird club after the 
previous chairman, Hermann Kolberg, was transferred to 

Swakopmund. Many long weekend outings were organized to various 
farms for ringing and birding. The evenings around the campfires 

were used for discussions and training. 

One trip which I will always remember was the trip to the Waterberg 
with Heinz and Jutta to survey the Cape Vulture colony. We were 

scouting the area which was rough and rugged to determine whether 
it would be possible to ring the vulture chicks. In the evening at the 
campfire Heinz told me that he was impressed; I was the first 

“townsman” who had ever out-walked him in the veld! 

Heinz was also elected as a committee member of the Namibia 

Scientific Society and later became chairman of the society. He 
continued to serve as a senator until he passed away. 

Thank you Heinz for your friendship and for sharing your knowledge 

- may you rest in peace on Farm Frauenstein. 

Dieter E. Ludwig 
(Former chairman of the Namibia Bird Club) 
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Richard Paul Niddrie 
20 March 1955 – 7 January 2019 

 

I first met Richard through an acquaintance, Chris Grundy, around 
1983 when they both worked for Arthur Young and Company as 

accountants on a contract basis in Namibia. We were all young and 
just recently back from university and I was building up a new social 
base. Almost every second weekend we were on a trip to get to know 

both our country and those invited on the trip better. 

Richard passed the “test” immediately – we became instant friends. 

His interest was, like most of us, in the bush and especially the 
birdlife – that was his great passion. We went together on many 
expeditions in Namibia in what were then still very remote areas. 

In 1991 Richard moved to Namibia permanently having been 
appointed a partner at Ernst and Young, Chartered Accountants. 
Our friendship was revived and we carried on exploring Namibia, 

birding all the way. 

Richard later joined the Namibia Bird Club and he served on the 

committee for about five years. Richard, together with Christiane 
Maluche, whom he subsequently married, participated in a number 
of bird counts at the Walvis Bay Lagoon. He also contributed to the 

Southern African Bird Atlas Project, SABAP2. 

Richard passed away unexpectedly while on a cruise to Antarctica 
on 7 January 2019.  

Eckart Demasius 
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Namibian hardwood charcoal industry 
Hugh Chittenden 

hugh@rarebirds.co.za 
 

Giant Eagle-Owl and Southern White-
faced Owl are just two species that 
are synonymous with the wooded 

river beds of the Kalahari region. 
Mature river-bed trees are an 

important habitat component for 
these two species, as well as other 
birds such as Sociable Weavers, in 

which to breed.  

 

In eastern Namibia, just west of the 
Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park, these 

wooded river-bed systems have 
slowly, over the past few decades, 
become smothered by the highly 

invasive exotic Prosopis, or Mesquite 
trees (actually three different species 
present in that area). These 

aggressive invasives outcompete 
indigenous Acacia species, in, and 

along, the southern Namibian 
drainage lines. As an outsider to the 
region you may be forgiven for 

thinking that it's the exceedingly 
slow-growing indigenous Camel-

thorn, Acacia (now Vachellia) erioloba 
trees that are being removed for 
charcoal, but, not so. Also, I'm told 

that the Namibian charcoal industry 
is controlled to make sure that this 

doesn't happen, so converting the 
invasives to charcoal, they are slowly 
restoring some of these regions to 

their original state. Many people also 
get an income from harvesting the 

mesquites. 

The two Google Earth images below 
are good examples of how dense some 

of the Mesquite tree stands had 
become in south eastern Namibia.
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A pristine section of the Auob river bed just west of the Kgalagadi National Park. 

 

 

A bag of Namibian charcoal made 

from 'hardwoods'. I somehow think 
they have missed a good marketing 
ploy by not boldly stating on the bag 

that the charcoal is derived from the 
invasive Mesquite tree! 

My recent visit to the south-eastern 
regions of Namibia (just west of 
Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park) 

revealed the extent of mesquite tree 
inundation. The photo below shows 
mature camel-thorns left behind after 

the 'clean-up' operation in that 
particular area. 

 

In 1912,the German botanist, Kurt 

Dinter, imported Prosopis chilensis ,to 
what was then South West Africa to 

provide shade and fodder in the arid 
southern parts of the country. This 
proved to be a disaster as they create 

impenetrable thorny thickets, 

depriving local vegetation of water 
and space, and also produce copious 

amounts of pollen to which many 
people are highly allergic. 



 

Lanioturdus 52(1) Page 5 March 2019 

 

 

Mesquite tree removal from the Auob River drainage line just west of the 

Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park. 

 

Charcoal in the making. 

Although sections of drainage lines 
are now devoid of large camel-thorns, 

regrowth without competition from 
invasives, will ensure a better chance 

of these drainage lines returning to 
their original state. 

Who would have thought that these 

magnificent semi-desert regions 
would be shackled by tree invasive 
problems like we have in moister 

eastern regions of southern Africa? 

May the exceedingly slow-growing 
camel-thorn, and their avian 

dependents like Verreaux's Eagle-
Owl, Southern White-faced Owl and 

Sociable Weaver remain dominant 
features of arid southern Africa for us 
to all enjoy. 

I thank John Mendelsohn (RAISON, 
Research and Information Services of 
Namibia) for supply of information. 
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Steinhausen atlasing bash 24 – 27 August 2018 
Neil Thomson and Gudrun Middendorff 

batqs@afol.com.na 
 

It all started with a chance meeting at 
Gross Barmen. We were acting as 

bird guides for a Namibia Scientific 
Society outing (see Lanioturdus 51[3]) 
when Gudrun encountered André du 

Plessis at the camp site. On 
discovering that we were birding 

there André intimated that there was 
plentiful birdlife on his farms and 
that we should visit sometime. So 

often this sort of comment is nothing 
more than a throwaway line but 
Gudrun saw the possibility of an 

atlasing bash in an unatlased part of 
the country and kept up the contact. 

It was eventually arranged that the 
Namibia Bird Club would visit 
André’s Farms Okarupika and Alaska 

in the Steinhausen area over the 
August long weekend. 

It was made clear to us that this 
would be “rough camping” with only a 
“veld toilet” provided and we hastily 

purchased a field shower cubicle and 
a few more items necessary to make 
“rough camping” a little more 

comfortable. With one eye on the 
synoptic charts and weather forecasts 

(Farm Alaska is apparently not so 
named without reason) we (Gudrun 
and Neil) set off on the Friday 

afternoon. On arrival at Farm 
Okarupika we found the gate locked. 
The immediate thought was that 

André might have forgotten that we 
were coming that weekend. Gudrun 

climbed the gate and walked to the 
nearby farmhouse where she found 
André, telephone in hand, frantically 

trying to organize the inoculation and 
transport of some of his cattle. The 

wind was pumping (it was of course 
August, the “windy month” in central 
Namibia) and André asked whether 

we would rather stay at a location on 
Farm Alaska where there were two 

rondawels, a flush toilet and a 
shower instead of “rough camping” at 

an exposed site. What a choice! After 
a long chat over a beer about our 
birding activities etc., André and his 

wife, Stefanie, took us to this 
location. It transpired that this was 

where they had lived on Farm Alaska 
when they were weekend farmers 
before they purchased neighbouring 

Farm Okarupika where they now live. 
By the time they left us night was 
falling and we elected to use one of 

the rondawels rather than put up a 
tent in the dark. 

Figure 1: The camp © Judy Fuller 

Starting fairly early the next morning, 

we completed two hours of atlasing 
on that part of Farm Alaska. A 

leaking reservoir at the camp 
attracted numbers of small bush 
birds such as Golden-breasted 

Buntings and Violet-eared Waxbills 
and the local Crimson-breasted 
Shrikes (of which there were at least 

five) were singularly unperturbed by 
our presence, hopping about and 

foraging between our feet, thus 
leading us to refer to them as “the 
camp managers”. We then drove back 

to the farmhouse to team up with 
Franz, Michael, Judy, Uschi and 

Anita who arrived together in 
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midmorning. After they had set up 

camp and we had had an early lunch 
the pentads to be atlased that 

afternoon were identified. I (Neil) had 
drawn up a pentad map of the area 
using an old 1:250 000 scale map 

and the Google map on the SABAP2 
website. Not for the first time we 

found that some of the roads shown 
on these maps did not exist but there 
was still plenty of public road in the 

area and André had given us 
unrestricted access to both farms. We 
split up into three teams, Gudrun 

and Judy, Franz, Michael and Anita, 
Uschi and Neil and set off in different 

directions to commence atlasing the 
area. 

Figure 2: Golden-breasted Bunting © Neil 

Thomson 

The wind was again blowing strongly 

and finding birds in those conditions 
proved difficult. One of the surprise 

species seen that day (and 
subsequently) was Crested Francolin 
– we had not expected to find this 

bird so far south. The afternoon’s 
mission accomplished, it was time for 

that day’s cooking team to prepare a 
delicious chicken curry for dinner. In 
deference to Michael, who dislikes 

both chicken and rice, the curry was 
served with couscous! 

The next morning was almost wind 

still but birds would again prove 

difficult to find. We split up into the 

same teams and, as Judy was 
concerned about having sufficient 

fuel to get back to Windhoek, she and 
Gudrun headed for Hochfeld to refuel 
while Franz and his team continued 

atlasing in the four pentads on which 
the farms were situated and Uschi 

and Neil headed northwards in the 
direction of Summerdown. 

Figure 3: Crested Francolin © Neil Thomson 

On the way to Hochfeld we (Judy and 

Gudrun) found a grader busy 
scraping the gravel road – a welcome 
sight after experiencing the condition 

of some of these roads elsewhere in 
the country. On this route we found 

Eastern Clapper Lark, a widespread 
species in the eastern part of Namibia 
but not so easy to identify, on two 

adjacent pentads. The first Red-
breasted Swallows for the season 
were seen at one of the road 

junctions and Southern Pied 
Babblers were conspicuous on almost 

every pentad along the way.  Upon 
reaching Hochfeld it was noticeable 
that the town had expanded and it 

now has a guesthouse which offers 
camping as well. When we arrived at 

the petrol station other customers 
were already waiting. They looked like 
locals and on enquiring about the 

whereabouts of the petrol attendant 
we were told “He is coming”. Well 
there is “no hurry in Africa” and after 

45 minutes somebody eventually 
turned up. Patiently waiting our turn 

we atlased all the doves and sparrows 
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the region has to offer. A short visit to 

the nearby large borrow pit delivered 
approximately 100 Egyptian Geese 

and a few Black-winged Stilts.  

Meanwhile, shortly after arriving on 
our first target pentad along the 

D1841 towards Summerdown and 
hearing bird sound in the bush, I 

(Neil) tried “spishing” and an 
inquisitive pair of cisticolas popped 
out to investigate the sound. It was 

immediately obvious that this was a 
species neither Uschi nor I had seen 
before. Reddish brown crown, pale 

supercilium and long rufous tail 
together with a totally different “jizz” 

made these Tinkling Cisticolas – an 
unexpected lifer! Another somewhat 
unexpected sighting in this area was 

that of a Wahlberg’s Eagle as it 
seemed fairly early in the season for 

this summer visitor. 

More than four hours of atlasing after 
a not too early start meant a late 

lunch and just enough time to atlas 
another pentad in the afternoon. The 
teams were rearranged with Anita 

and Neil heading southwards, Judy, 
Gudrun and Uschi going back in the 

direction of Hochfeld where about an 
hour had been spent on a certain 
pentad that morning and where they 

wanted to complete a full protocol 
list, while Franz and Michael 

continued their atlasing on the farm 
pentads and went looking 
(unsuccessfully) for vulture nests in 

an area where we were told White-
backed Vultures had bred in the 
past. That evening André and 

Stefanie joined us for sundowners 

before we dined on venison stew. 

On the Monday morning we awoke to 

a freezing cold wind – Farm Alaska 
was living up to its name! We packed 
up our belongings and, as Franz, 

Michael and Anita were in a hurry to 
get home, they left us. Those of us 

remaining, Judy and Uschi and 
Gudrun and Neil, elected to atlas two 
more pentads en route although birds 

again proved difficult to find in the 
cold, windy conditions. 

The bottom line for this very 
enjoyable long weekend was thirteen 
new pentads atlased, two of them 

twice – one by design with two 
different starting dates and the other 
by accident when Franz atlased a 

pentad on the farm and Gudrun did 
the same pentad from the public road 

(with very different species recorded 
on the two cards). A total of 89 
species was recorded on the thirteen 

pentads with 72 species being 
recorded on the four 

Okarupika/Alaska pentads. The 
number of species per card varied 
between 25 and 53 with an average of 

38. We believe that birding in this 
area will be very different in the 
summer when the vleis are flooded 

and the migrants are present. The 
seeds of a follow up atlasing bash 

have already been sown. 

We would like to reiterate our 
gratitude to our hosts, André and 

Stefanie du Plessis, for inviting the 
Namibia Bird Club to their farms and 

making this very successful outing 
possible. 
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Results from the first year of camera trapping at Namibwater and 
Tsamsvlei, Namib-Naukluft Park 

Holger Kolberg 

holgerk@afol.com.na 
 

Camera traps (trail cameras) were 
installed at Namibwater and 
Tsamsvlei waterholes in the Namib-

Naukluft Park on 5 August 2017. The 
main aim of the cameras is to identify 

vultures with patagial tags but the 
images are also used in a zebra 
population study and to log 

carnivores. 

 

 
Figure 1: Sample image showing three birds with readable patagial tags. 

Over the period 5 August 2017 to 25 

August 2018 the cameras captured 
over 500 000 images (most of these 

are of oryx and zebra!). From the 
images 88 individual vultures could 
be identified on 107 and 80 occasions 

at Namibwater and Tsamsvlei 
respectively. Sixty-three birds were 

recorded only once whereas one bird 
was captured eight and another ten 
times. 

Table 1: Number of times birds were re-

sighted at Namibwater (NW) and Tsamsvlei 

(TV). 

Seen NW TV 

1 x 34 29 

2 x 16 10 

3 x 6 
 4 x 2 2 

5 x 3 1 

8 x 

 
1 

10 x 

 

1 
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In total there are 519 re-sightings 

involving the above 88 individuals. 
Apart from the two localities above, 

there are also cameras at Hotsas and 
Gemsbokwater in the Namib-
Naukluft Park. Other re-sightings are 

mainly from tourists photographing 
tagged birds and cameras used to 

monitor the hyaenas at Garub in the 
southern Namib-Naukluft Park. One 
bird (L159) has been re-sighted 24 

times; a total of five birds have been 
seen twenty times or more and 
another thirteen birds more than ten 

times. 

Table 2: List of birds re-sighted more than 

ten times. 

Tag 
Times 

Seen 

L159 24 

F115 23 

L344 21 

L582 21 

L448 20 

L438 19 

L570 19 

L338 18 

F135 16 

L501 15 

F138 14 

L494 14 

L181 12 

L520 12 

L573 11 

L557 10 

L586 10 

L681 10 

 

The majority of re-sightings occurred 
within one year of the birds being 
ringed whereas one bird was re-

sighted more than nine years after it 
was initially tagged. Surely this is a 
factor attributable to the camera 

placement because only one of the 
five birds where more than six years 

had elapsed is not from the 
Namibwater/Tsamsvlei area, the 

exception being L75 that was ringed 

near Tsondabvlei and first re-sighted 
at Hotsas. 

Table 3: Time elapsed (in years) between 

ringing and first re-sightings. 

Years 

Elapsed No of birds 

0 41 

1 25 

2 10 

3 4 

4 3 

6 1 

7 3 

9 1 

 

The largest cumulative distance 

travelled by one bird (L181) is 1 577 
km and one further bird (L655) has 
accumulated more than 1 000 km 

between ringing and re-sighting. 
Fourteen birds have covered more 

than 500 km since being ringed. 

Table 4: List of birds that have travelled 

more than 500 km between ringing and re-

sighting. 

Tag Distance 

L181 1577.165 

L655 1136.652 

L438 989.4316 

F138 794.7623 

F173 766.8465 

F135 734.6651 

L545 705.9829 

L424 669.7759 

L637 668.9187 

L570 659.2245 

L504 598.7624 

F178 560.0274 

L606 549.7245 

L618 500.2499 

 

Below are accounts of some of the 
more ‘interesting’ birds: 
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L181: Lappet-faced Vulture, ringed 

as a chick near Mirabib on 24 
October 2013. Re-sighted on 11 

March 2015 at Dassiepoort waterhole 
in the Gondwana Cañon Park; one 
year, four months and sixteen days 

after ringing and 520 km from the 
ringing site. On 10 April 2016 it was 

captured (on camera) at Hotsas, one 
year, one month and one day after 
the previous sighting, 575 km from 

Dassiepoort. It was then recorded at 

Gemsbokwater five months and three 
days later and on 25 August 2017 it 

was captured at Namibwater, 144 km 
further south. Twelve days later it 
was back at Gemsbokwater and then 

it was recorded at Hotsas another six 
times. The last re-sighting of this bird 

was on 2 February 2018, again at 
Namibwater. 

 

Date Locality 

Distance 

(km) Time elapsed 

2013-10-24 Mirabib 

  
2015-03-11 Dassiepoort waterhole, Gondwana Cañon Park 520.036 1 year 4 months 16 days 

2016-04-10 Hotsas 575.266 1 year 1 month 1 day 

2016-09-12 Gemsbokwater 21.867 0 years 5 months 3 days 

2017-08-25 Namibwater 144.876 0 years 11 months 12 days 

2017-09-06 Gemsbokwater 144.876 0 years 0 months 12 days 

2017-09-21 Hotsas 21.867 0 years 0 months 15 days 

2017-09-22 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 0 months 1 day 

2017-09-23 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 0 months 1 day 

2017-10-24 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 1 month 1 day 

2017-10-27 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 0 months 3 days 

2017-12-26 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 1 month 29 days 

2018-02-02 Namibwater 148.378 0 years 1 month 7 days 

 
Cumulative 1577.166 4 years 3 months 11 days 
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L655: Lappet-faced Vulture, ringed 

as a chick near Gemsbokwater on 15 
October 2016. The bird was still in 

the nest on 19 December but twelve 
days later it was photographed at 
Gemsbokwater. It was re-sighted 

another three times at the same place 
after that. On 13 August 2017 the 

bird was photographed by a tourist at 

Tsumcor waterhole in Etosha 
National Park, 491 km from 

Gemsbokwater. Ten months and 23 
days later the bird was captured at 
Tsamsvlei, 636 km from Tsumcor. 

This is also the last time the bird was 
recorded. 

 

Date Locality 
Distance 
(km) Time elapsed 

2016-10-15 Gemsbokwater 

  
2016-12-19 Gemsbokwater 0.000 0 years 2 months 4 days 

2016-12-31 Gemsbokwater 9.299 0 years 0 months 12 days 

2017-01-01 Gemsbokwater 0.000 0 years 0 months 1 day 

2017-04-08 Gemsbokwater 0.000 0 years 3 months 6 days 

2017-05-30 Gemsbokwater 0.000 0 years 1 month 21 days 

2017-08-13 Tsumcor waterhole 491.130 0 years 2 months 14 days 

2018-07-06 Tsamsvlei 636.224 0 years 10 months 23 days 

 
Cumulative 1136.653 1 year 8 months 20 days 
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L438: Lappet-faced Vulture, ringed 

as a chick near Kamberg on 14 
October 2013. First re-sighted one 

year, two months and 29 days later 
at Hotsas, 75 km from the ringing 
site. It then spent about two-and-a-

half years in the 
Hotsas/Gemsbokwater area. On 2 

January 2018 it was photographed at 

Garub, southern Namib-Naukluft 
Park, 400 km from Gemsbokwater. 

One month and three days later it 
was recorded at Namibwater and a 
further four months and seventeen 

days later it was back at Hotsas. 

 

Date Locality 
Distance 
(km) Time elapsed 

2013-10-14 Kamberg 

  
2015-01-12 Hotsas 75.672 1 year 2 months 29 days 

2015-06-30 Gemsbokwater 21.866 0 years 5 months 17 days 

2015-09-24 Gemsbokwater 0.000 0 years 2 months 25 days 

2016-04-19 Hotsas 21.866 0 years 6 months 25 days 

2016-08-25 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 4 months 6 days 

2016-09-15 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 0 months 21 days 

2016-10-03 Gemsbokwater 21.866 0 years 0 months 18 days 

2016-11-01 Gemsbokwater 0.000 0 years 0 months 29 days 

2016-11-24 Hotsas 21.866 0 years 0 months 23 days 

2016-12-17 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 0 months 23 days 

2016-12-18 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 0 months 1 day 

2017-07-05 Gemsbokwater 21.866 0 years 6 months 16 days 

2018-01-02 Garub 400.077 0 years 5 months 29 days 

2018-02-04 Namibwater 255.971 0 years 1 month 3 days 

2018-02-05 Namibwater 0.000 0 years 0 months 1 day 

2018-06-23 Hotsas 148.381 0 years 4 months 16 days 

2018-06-24 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 0 months 1 day 

2018-07-25 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 1 month 1 day 

2018-07-27 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 0 months 2 days 

 
Cumulative 989.431 4 years 9 months 13 days 
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V821: Lappet-faced Vulture, ringed 

as a chick on 16 October 2007 on 
farm Draaihoek, NamibRand Nature 

Reserve. First re-sighted on 11 
September 2017 at Namibwater, nine 

years, ten months and 28 days after 

it was ringed. The bird was again 
captured at Tsamsvlei on 28 June 

2018. 

 

Date Locality 
Distance 
(km) Time elapsed 

2007-10-16 Farm Draaihoek, NamibRand Nature Reserve 

  
2017-09-11 Namibwater 74.476 9 years 10 months 28 days 

2018-06-28 Tsamsvlei 15.048 0 years 9 months 16 days 

 
Cumulative 89.524 10 years 8 months 14 days 
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F088: Lappet-faced Vulture, ringed 

as a chick near Tsamsvlei on 1 
October 2009. It was seen sitting on 

the nest in January 2010 and then 

only re-sighted seven years, nine 

months and eleven days later at 
Namibwater. 

 

Date Locality 
Distance 
(km) Time elapsed 

2009-10-01 Tsamsvlei 

  
2010-01-07 Tsamsvlei 0.000 0 years 3 months 7 days 

2017-10-17 Namibwater 13.558 7 years 9 months 11 days 

 
Cumulative 13.558 8 years 0 months 18 days 

 

L153: Lappet-faced Vulture, ringed 

as a chick near Sesriem on 1 October 
2009. Also seen sitting on the nest in 
January 2010 but then only re-

sighted on 4 September 2017, seven 

years, seven months and 30 days 
later. 

 

Date Locality 

Distance 

(km) Time elapsed 

2009-10-01 Sesriem 

  
2010-01-06 Sesriem 0.006 0 years 3 months 6 days 

2017-09-04 Namibwater 35.415 7 years 7 months 30 days 

2017-09-09 Namibwater 0.000 0 years 0 months 5 days 

 
Cumulative 35.421 7 years 11 months 10 days 

 

L73: Lappet-faced Vulture, ringed as 

a chick near Tsamsvlei on 1 October 
2009. It was captured on 4 
September 2017 at Namibwater, 

seven years, eleven months and five 

days later and has since been seen 
twice more at Tsamsvlei. 

 

Date Locality 

Distance 

(km) Time elapsed 

2009-10-01 Tsamsvlei 

  
2017-09-04 Namibwater 8.159 7 years 11 months 5 days 

2017-10-16 Tsamsvlei 15.048 0 years 1 month 11 days 

2018-04-28 Tsamsvlei 0.000 0 years 6 months 11 days 

 
Cumulative 23.207 8 years 6 months 28 days 

 

F158: White-backed Vulture, ringed 

as a chick on farm Smalhoek, near 
Dordabis, on 27 September 2015. Re-

sighted two years and sixteen days 

later at Namibwater. 

 

Date Locality 
Distance 
(km) Time elapsed 

2015-09-27 Farm Smalhoek 

  
2017-10-12 Namibwater 248.197 2 years 0 months 16 days 

 
Cumulative 248.197 2 years 0 months 16 days 
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L424: White-backed Vulture, ringed 

as a chick on farm Aris on 6 October 
2013. Re-sighted at Hotsas almost 

eleven months later and then it was 
photographed on 1 February 2016 at 

the NARREC vulture feeding site. 

Twenty-two days later is was back at 
Gemsbokwater and was last recorded 

at Namibwater on 11 September 
2017. 

 

Date Locality 
Distance 
(km) Time elapsed 

2013-10-06 Farm Aris 

  
2014-09-05 Hotsas 184.880 0 years 10 months 29 days 

2016-02-01 NARREC vulture feeding site 180.604 1 year 4 months 27 days 

2016-02-23 Gemsbokwater 159.417 0 years 0 months 22 days 

2017-09-11 Namibwater 144.876 1 year 6 months 18 days 

 
Cumulative 669.777 3 years 11 months 6 days 
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L504: Lappet-faced Vulture, ringed 

as a chick near Volstruishoogte on 20 

October 2014. The bird was first re-
sighted a bit more than three months 

later at Hotsas. On 3 October 2015 
the bird was picked up on farm 

Vogelstruispan near Mariental, visibly 
sick, probably due to poisoning. The 

bird was re-habilitated and captured 
on camera at Namibwater on 11 

February 2018. It has been seen once 
more since then. 

 

Date Locality 
Distance 
(km) Time elapsed 

2014-10-20 Volstruishoogte 

  
2015-01-23 Hotsas 12.308 0 years 3 months 4 days 

2015-01-24 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 0 months 1 day 

2015-03-14 Hotsas 0.000 0 years 1 month 18 days 

2015-10-03 Vogelstruispan 345.621 0 years 6 months 20 days 

2018-02-11 Namibwater 240.834 2 years 4 months 10 days 

2018-06-29 Namibwater 0.000 0 years 4 months 16 days 

 
Cumulative 598.763 3 years 8 months 10 days 
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The above examples illustrate the 

value of camera traps as a 
conservation tool. We would not have 

had the available information if it was 
not for the cameras. Although we do 
not have details about the birds’ 

exact movements between the re-
sightings it does give us an idea of 

the range and survival of the birds. 
This in turn allows us to make 

informed decisions about vulture 

conservation in Namibia. 

Many thanks to Mark Boorman, 

Hartmut Kolb and Franz Klein who 
spend hours checking all the images 
for tagged vultures. The donors 

whose contributions enabled us to 
purchase and deploy the cameras are 

hereby also thanked for their 
support. 
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Old Bird Names 
Neil Thomson 

batqs@afol.com.na 
 

We are all very aware of the constant 

changes to the English common 
names of bird species and most of us 
get rather hot under the collar when 

we find that some have changed yet 
again. 

In “A First Guide to South African 

Birds” Leonard Gill stated that the 
problem with common names was not 

so much that bird species did not 
have common names but that some 
species had too many common 

names. (As we all know there have 
recently been attempts to standardize 

common names).  

I recently acquired access to a copy of 
this publication and had some fun 

trying to work out what some of the 
species therein are called today. Even 
using the illustrations (which are not 

of the quality of the illustrations in 
today’s field guides) and the scientific 

names (many of which have changed 
since then) it was quite a challenging 
exercise. 

I have selected an assortment of 
these common names or alternative 

common names from the second 
edition of Gill’s book which was 
published in 1940.  

How many of these are you able to 
name correctly in today’s 
nomenclature? Some knowledge of 

Afrikaans names, German names and 
scientific names together with a bit of 

lateral thinking may help with some 
of these. (Answers elsewhere in this 
edition). 

All these species occur in Namibia. 

Pale Rock Bunting     

Mountain Canary         
Yellow-bellied Seedeater   
Icterine Canary   

Yellow-rumped Seedeater   
Diamond Sparrow  
Scaly Weaver   

Southern Pink-billed Weaver   
Taha Bishop  

Hooded Weaver Finch  
Rice Bird  
Bar-breasted Weaver Finch   

Little Ruddy Waxbill  
Zebra Waxbill  

Red-shouldered Starling  
Black and Crimson Shrike  
Brown-headed Bush Shrike  

Black Helmet Shrike  
Grey Tit-Babbler  
Brown Flycatcher  

White-flanked Flycatcher  
Stumptail  

Bush-Goat  
Cape Ground-Robin  
Smith’s Scrub-Robin  

South African Sand Martin  
South African Nightjar  

Black-throated Honey-Guide or 
Sparrmann’s Honey-Guide  
Levaillant’s Barbet  

Angola Kingfisher  
Cinnamon Roller  
Black-and-White Cuckoo  

Sea-Eagle  
Crested Hawk-Eagle  

Kolbe’s Griffon  
Smaller Lily-Trotter  
Vaal Korhaan  

Bush Partridge  
Cape Pheasant  

King Reed-Hen  
Malagas  
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Some notes on Namaqua Sandgrouse (Pterocles namaqua) nests 

from southern Namibia 
Peter Cunningham (Snr), Peter Cunningham (Jnr) and Janke Cunningham 

pckkwrc@yahoo.co.uk 
 

We present some data on seventeen 
Namaqua Sandgrouse (Pterocles 
namaqua) nests serendipitously 

encountered on a farm located 
roughly midway between Grünau and 

Noordoewer in southern Namibia.   

Habitat 

According to various authors 

Namaqua Sandgrouse breeds on “flat, 
open ground, mostly on calcrete, 

sand or on shingle/gravel plains” 
(Tarboton 2001); “sparsely vegetated 
calcrete and sandy flats” (Little and 

Crowe 2011); “within a local 
concentration of low objects” (Lloyd et 
al. 2000) or “generally in exposed 
situations, but within a local 
concentration of objects, most of 

them <15cm high and concentrated 

within 30cm of the nest” (Lloyd et al. 
2001). 

This study: 
The farm is located within the dwarf 
shrub savanna (Giess 1971) or Karas 

dwarf shrubland (Mendelsohn et al. 
2002) vegetation type – i.e. Nama 
Karoo – with sparse shrubland being 

the dominant vegetation structure.  
Slightly more nests were associated 

with small ephemeral drainage lines, 
either located within the drainage line 
(n = 3 nests) or on the edge thereof (n 

= 6 nests) than on sandy/gravel 
plains (52.9% versus 47.1%) (Table 
1).  As the drainage lines typically 

have denser vegetation in the general 
area, these nest site selections 

probably indicate the increased 
camouflage value of this habitat type.       

 
Table 1:  Nesting substrate, nesting material and habitat indicated for 17 nests from southern 

Namibia. 

 

 
 

Substrate

Sand only Small stones Grass Twigs Faeces Seeds Drainage line Sand/Gravel plain

Sand/gravel √ √

Sand/gravel √ √ √

Sand/gravel √ √ √ √

Gravel √ √ √ √

Gravel √ √

Gravel √ √

Sand √ √ √

Gravel √ √

Sand √ √

Sand √ √

Sand √ √ √

Sand √ √ √ √

Sand √ √ √ √

Sand √ √ √ √

Sand √ √

Sand √ √ √

Sand/gravel √ √ √ √

Total 2 7 10 6 5 3 9 8

% 11.8 41.2 58.8 35.3 29.4 17.6 52.9 47.1

HabitatPresense of nesting material
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Nests were associated with – i.e. in 

close proximity to – a wide range of 
vegetation although Stipagrostis 
fastigiata (n = 5 nests) and Rhigosum 
trichotomum (n = 4 nests), species 

typically associated with ephemeral 

drainage lines throughout the area, 
were species often favoured (Table 2).  

S. uniplumis is the dominant grass in 
the area. 

 
Table 2:  Vegetation associated with Namaqua sandgrouse nests in southern Namibia (n = 17 

nests). 

 

 
 
Nest 

According to Hockey et al. (2005) the 
nest is a simple scrape in the ground 

usually exposed to the elements or 
placed “next to” a natural feature 

such as a couple of stones or a tuft of 
grass (Little and Crowe 2011) while 
Tarboton (2001) states that nests are 

usually not set right against a stone 
or bush.  Lloyd et al. (2001) indicates 

that most nests are located close to 
various objects (within 30cm of the 
nest) which may serve as disruptive 

camouflage or serve as concealment 
of the incubating bird (Lloyd et al. 
2000).  

This study: 
The mean average distance between 

the nests and the nearest perennial 
grass and nearest herb/shrub/tree 
was 41.1±12.2cm and 51.3±14.5cm, 

respectively (Table 3).  This study 
indicates that nests are not usually 

located “next to” a natural feature as 
indicated by Little and Crowe (2011) 

and slightly further than 30cm as 

indicated by Lloyd et al. (2001), but 
rather in accordance with Tarboton’s 

findings (2001).  However, 5 nests 
(29.4%) were located within 1cm of 

perennial vegetation – i.e. directly 
against and/or under such vegetation 
(Figures 1a to 1c). 

 
a)  

Herbs/Shrubs/Trees Grasses

Asparagus  spp. 1 Stipagrostis ciliata 5

Chascanum garipense 1 Stipagrostis fastigiata 5

Foveolina dichotoma 1 Stipagrostus obtusa 1

Hermannia gariepensis 2 Stipagrostis uniplumis 6

Hermania stricta 1

Parkinsonia africana 1

Rhigozum trichotomum 4

Salsosla spp. 2

Sysindite spartea 1

Tripteris microcarpa 1

Zygophyllum spp. 1

Unidentified shrub 1

Total 17 17

Closest vegetation
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b)  

 
c)  

Figure 1a – c: At least 29.4% of the nests 

encountered were placed directly below 

and/or within vegetation such as a) nest 

associated with a fallen, but alive, 
Parkinsonia africana tree in a drainage line; 

b) nest associated with a Salsola spp. and c) 

nest placed below Rhigozum trichotomum and 

Calicorema capitata shrubs (Note the absence 

of nesting material in nest a – probably new 

and/or abandoned nest and significant 

material in nests b & c).  

 
Table 3: Nest dimension (width versus depth); number of eggs and distance between the nest and 

the nearest perennial grass and herb/shrub/tree for 17 nests.  

 

 
 
Why nests were placed below 

vegetation is unclear and probably 
not for shade purposes as the nests 
were all located during the cooler 

months (i.e. June [n = 1]; July [n = 
12] & August [n = 4]), but probably 

rather to avoid predators.  Lloyd et al. 
(2000) indicated that mammalian 
predators accounted for most of their 

predated nests and that avian 
predators are not viewed as 

important predators.  However, 
placing nests below shrubs, as 
encountered for 29.4% of the nests 

during this study, probably indicates 

an attempt at avoiding avian 
predators.  Pied Crow and Southern 
Pale Chanting Goshawk have a 

constant presence in the area with 
Lanner Falcon and Booted Eagle also 

occasionally observed.  These birds 
are known predators of Namaqua 
Sandgrouse and/or their eggs (e.g. 

Hockey et al. 2005). 

Only three nests were located close to 

rocks during this study (17.6%) and 
probably reflect more on the general 

Number Nest width Nest depth Eggs Distance to nearest perrenial grass (cm) Distance to nearest herb/shrub/tree (cm)

1 14 2 3 100 33

2 13 2 3 160 78

3 10 2.5 0 6 114

4 15 2 2 135 1

5 14 1.5 0 7 100

6 15 2 3 1 1

7 13 2 3 8 56

8 12.5 2 3 70 7

9 14 1 3 7 150

10 15 1 1 7 49

11 14 2 3 7 7

12 10.5 2 2 7 18

13 16 2 2 7 200

14 17 2 2 77 1

15 15 1.5 3 14 1

16 15 3 2 45 55

17 14 2 3 40 1

Mean 13.9 1.9 2.19 41.1 51.3

SE 0.4 0.1 0.3 12.2 14.5
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habitat rather than structures 

selected for nesting as suggested by 
Lloyd et al. (2000). 

Nesting material 

Nests are usually unlined, although 

some may have a rim of pebbles 
(Tarboton 2001) while Maclean (1968) 
states that the nest may become filled 

with grit and plant matter during the 
incubation period.   

This study: 

Of the 17 nests we encountered, only 
one nest (5.9%) had no ‘nesting 

material’ present while other material 
encountered in the nests included 
small stones (41.2%), grass remains 

(58.8%), twigs from shrubs (35.3%), 
faeces from sheep/springbok (29.4%) 
and Tribulus terrestris seeds (17.6% ) 

(Table 1).  None of the nests we 
encountered had a rim of pebbles 

while the ‘nesting material’ – detritus 
– observed may have blown into the 
nest and/or against the incubating 

bird and become so embedded as 
nesting material.  However, this does 

not account for the 41.2% of the 
nests with pebbles therein – i.e. 
material too heavy to be blown into 

the nest.  Furthermore, the nesting 
material seemed orderly placed rather 

than randomly included as 
windblown detritus (Figures 1b & c; 2 
& 3).  Another interesting observation 

seemed like bill scrape marks located 
on the edge of some nests potentially 
indicating the incubating bird actively 

collecting passing detritus to be 
included within the nest (Figure 2).  It 

is thus probable that windblown 
material collects passively in the 
nests, although the heavier material 

(pebbles – Figure 3) together with the 
bill scrape marks suggests that some 

active collection of nesting material 
potentially takes place. 

 

Figure 2: What looks like bill scrape marks 

(see black arrows) potentially indicate active 

collection of stones and windblown nesting 

material by incubating birds. 

 

Figure 3: Small pebbles used as nesting 

material probably indicate active collection, 
even some orderliness to the layout of the 

nest. 

Nest dimensions 

The nest scrape is 100-110 mm in 

diameter and 20-30mm deep 
(Tarboton 2001). 

This study: 
Our nest data indicate a diameter of 
13.9±0.4cm and depth of 1.9±0.1cm 

(n = 17 nests; Table 3) – i.e. slightly 
larger and shallower than presented 
by Tarboton (2001).  This probably 

depends on the substrate – e.g. sandy 
areas have bigger nests than on 

harder surfaces – or differences in 
determining the actual outer rim of a 
nest without a typical border.  
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Eggs 

The clutch is usually 3 eggs, rarely 2 
(Tarboton 2001) with a mode of 3 

eggs (2.88; n = 256 complete 
clutches) (Lloyd et al. 2001). 

This study: 
The mean average number of eggs we 
encountered was 2.19±0.3 eggs per 

nest (range 1-3; n = 17 nests; Table 
3), although we did not revisit all 
nests to confirm if these were 

complete clutches.  One nest (Nest No 
14; Table 3) had 2 eggs on 1/8/2018 

and again on 14/8/2018 indicating 
that this was a completed clutch of 2 
eggs.  Eggs in three of the nests we 

encountered had recently hatched as 
was evident from partial egg shells in 
the nest and immediate vicinity.  We 

also encountered 2 single eggs (both 
cold – abandoned) not associated 

with a nest probably indicating some 
birds laying eggs although not for 
breeding purposes and/or disturbed 

at the onset of laying (this data was 
not included in our analyses).  

Laying season 

Eggs can be laid throughout the year, 
but mainly between July and August 

throughout most of its range 
(Tarboton 2001) or April to July in 
the southern Namib and August to 

January in the Nama Karoo (Lloyd et 
al. 2001) while Little and Crowe 

(2011) indicate that although strongly 
variable, the Namibian populations 

breed from late summer into the 
winter (January to August with a 
peak in May). 

This study: 
Our breeding records are in 
accordance with other authors (See 

above).  Although birds are observed 
throughout the year, we only 

encountered nests during June, July 
and August during this study – i.e. 
cooler winter months.  Chicks were 

observed during June 2018 (3 chicks 

each on 2 occasions).  During 2018 
we had late rains – between 23 and 

30mm during late March – resulting 
in good grass growth, probably 
resulting in associated breeding as no 

nests were encountered during 
previous years (2015-2017) with 

below average rainfall.     
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Chicks, orange box, aardvark holes and a lot of fun 
Jessica Sack 

jessicasack42@gmail.com 

 

It was again the time of the year to 
ring and tag the vultures on farm 
Smalhoek, the home of the Stehn 

family. 

The morning started off badly with us 

all oversleeping. We had to get coffee 
at a petrol station; not the best, but 
good enough for us four people early 

that morning. We then raced out to 
the farm, trying to get there on time, 
even seeing some game like Chacma 

baboon, red hartebeest and a 
beautiful kudu bull with big horns 

next to the road. 

When we arrived on the farm we 
found out we were not the last to 

arrive and enjoyed another cup of 
farm coffee to really wake us up. 

When everyone had arrived we made 

our way out onto the farm, following 
the farmer, Helmuth Stehn, who 

knew exactly where all the nests 
were.  

 

After reaching the first nesting tree 
and using the GoPro on the telescopic 
pole to confirm that there was indeed 

a vulture chick in the nest, Holger 
opened the back of his bakkie and 

very proudly presented his brand new 
bright orange handmade vulture 
ringing box to us. However, after off-

road driving over the farm including 
some tight turns and encounters with 
aardvark holes he found out that the 

drawers were not quite aardvark hole 
proof.  

 

At this first nest tree Holger made his 
way up to discover a very angry small 
White-backed Vulture, which 

regurgitated all its breakfast. It was a 
small chick but still big enough to get 
a tag and it weighed a good 5kg. After 

all the 'beauty' attachments it 
received, it was then released back 

into the nest. 
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And so we continued, looking for the 

nests and checking if any chicks were 
in them. In total we got six vulture 

chicks, and all of them were ringed, 
but only five were big enough to be 
tagged. One of these chicks was a 

Lappet-faced Vulture, to the best of 
my knowledge only the second ever to 

be ringed at Farm Smalhoek.  

 

After the third nest we had quite a 
laugh. We all parked in front of 

aardvark holes and when it was time 
to head on, most of us reversed, so 
that we didn’t drive into them. 

However, Helmuth decided to go the 
easy way and drove forward and got 

both front wheels stuck in the holes. 
He had to take a spade to get his left 
wheel a bit free and Holger then 

pulled him out with the winch of 
his Landcruiser. And then two nests 

later the same happened to Holger, 
but his vehicle had enough power to 
be able to pull itself out again. It was 

quite a challenge for some people to 
manoeuvre through the farm gates 
especially where there were two of 

them at a 90 degree angle. 

 

Overall it was a nice day, not too hot 

or windy. The men did most of the 
work from taking the aluminium 

ladder off the vehicle, putting it up 
and then dismantling it again and 
lifting it back onto the vehicle. At 

least they got good exercise!  

 

I once went up the tree myself to get 

a White-backed Vulture chick out. I 
ringed and tagged that bird and then 
went all the way up the ladder again. 

It's not easy to come down an 8 m 
ladder holding a 5 kg bird in your left 
arm and use only your right hand for 

climbing and then having the tree 
sway in the wind and all the time 

wondering about the stability of the 
ladder. At least one of the men always 
held the bottom of the ladder to keep 

it steady. 

After we were done we all had lunch 

on the veranda at the Stehn's farm 
house and watched the birds that 
where flying around and recorded 

them for the Bird Atlas. After lunch 
we headed home and on the way 
observed some more species on the 

farm such as warthog, steenbok and 
bat-eared fox. 
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Rarities and Interesting Observations 
Compiled by Neil Thomson 

batqs@afol.com.na 

 

There is nothing like being able to 
start this column with a MEGA even 
if it does disrupt the chronological 

order of the records. (This column 
actually includes a disproportionate 

number of MEGAs). Dirk Bockmühl 
found a male Eurasian Blackcap at 
Farm Krumhuk some 20 km south of 

Windhoek on 22 November 2018. It 
seems that this is only the 29th record 
of this species in southern Africa and 

the 3rd for Namibia following John 
Paterson’s Möwe Bay record in 2003 

and another record in the Mahango 
area. Several members of the Namibia 
Bird Club connected with the bird in 

the course of the club’s outing to 
Farm Krumhuk on 25 November. 

Figure 1: Eurasian Blackcap © Dirk 

Bockmühl 

White-faced Ducks were 

photographed at the Otjiwarongo 
sewage ponds on 03 November 2018 
(Posted on Birds of Namibia Facebook 

page). 

A Western Osprey was reported south 
of Swakopmund on 09 November 

2018. 

Curt-Ingo Sagell found an American 

Golden Plover at Walvis Bay on 10 
November 2018. (Posted on Birds of 
Namibia Facebook page). 

The long staying Black Sparrowhawk 
which has been in the vicinity of 
Swakopmund for about four years 

was seen again in Vineta on 21 
November 2018. 

Ulrich Hofmann reported a Magpie 
Shrike, a species he had never seen 
there before, at Farm Kakuse some 

70 km north west of Tsumeb in mid-
November 2018. We subsequently 
found single birds of this species on 

three different pentads on the farm 
during the first half of December. 

Thomas Wiedemann mentioned that 
the yellow morph Crimson-breasted 
Shrike which has been present for 

some time at Farm Binsenheim south 
east of Windhoek was still there on 
24 November 2018 (see Lanioturdus 

48[1]). 

A single European Honey Buzzard 

was seen at Farm Krumhuk on 25 
November 2018. 

A picture of a Java Sparrow that was 

seen in a Pioneerspark garden was 
posted on the Birds of Namibia 

Facebook page on 03 December 
2018. Another photograph of a single 
bird of this species seen in Academia 

on 7 January 2019 was posted on the 
same Facebook page. While 
undoubtedly an escapee/escapees, 

the question arises as to whether or 
not this/one of these is the same 

individual photographed in Rocky 
Crest in June 2018 (see Lanioturdus 
51[3]). 

A photograph of a European Honey 
Buzzard seen in Klein Windhoek on 

08 December 2018 was posted on the 
Birds of Namibia Facebook page. 
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On 09 December 2018 Gudrun 

Middendorff saw a Yellow-bellied 
Greenbul at Farm Kakuse. While 

seemingly well off range this is not 
the first record of this species in the 
general area. One was reported at 

Grootfontein in 2013 (see 
Lanioturdus 46[4]) and another at 

Mokuti Lodge in 2015 (see 
Lanioturdus 49[1]). 

Curt-Ingo Sagell again reported the 

presence of Common Mynas in 
Katima Mulilo on 11 December 2018. 

Another MEGA in what is probably 

only the sixth Namibian Corn Crake 
was found by Phil Palmer at 

Namutoni on 11 December 2018 (see 
also below). It was seen together with 
an African Crake, another uncommon 

bird in Namibia.  

Figure 2: Corn Crake © Phil Palmer 

Figure 3: African Crake © Ian Brookes 

Phil Palmer also reported a Dwarf 

Bittern at the Waterberg on 12 
December 2018. 

A recently dead juvenile Allen’s 

Gallinule was found in the garden at 
Farm Kakuse on 13 December 2018. 

This species has been recorded on 
the farm before but only when the 
vleis have been flooded which was not 

the case at this time. 

Figure 4: Allen’s Gallinule © Neil Thomson 

In mid-December 2018 Danie Brand 

found Southern Ground Hornbill(s) 
about three fifths of the way between 

Divundu and Kongola. While this 
species is not really a rarity in this 
area it is always nice to find these 

birds. 

We found a juvenile Lesser Moorhen 
at a small vlei at Farm Kakuse on 16 

December 2018 and saw another at 
the farmstead the following day. 

Figure 5: Lesser Moorhen © Neil Thomson 

Another Lesser Moorhen was reported 

by Arthur Hall at Daan Viljoen Game 
Reserve on 17 December 2018.  

Photographs of a Red-billed Oxpecker 
seen at the north west edge of the 
Erongo Mountains on 20 December 

2018 were posted on the Birds of 
Namibia Facebook page. This bird is 
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a long way off its known range with 

the nearest population probably 
being the reintroduced population 

west of Otavi. 

Gudrun Middendorff and I found 
single Lesser Moorhens at both 

Koinachas and Chudop waterholes in 
the Etosha National Park on 22 

December 2018. We also saw a 
“ringtail” harrier near Ockerfontein 
(juvenile or female Pallid or 

Montagu’s Harrier). 

Marc Cronje found a rather off range 
Bokmakierie near Halali in the 

Etosha National Park on 23 
December 2018. 

Figure 6: Bokmakierie © Marc Cronje 

Figure 7: Long-crested Eagle © Iain Guthrie 

Wilfried Friederich informed us of a 

Long-crested Eagle he had seen in 
the Hochland Park area shortly 
before Christmas 2018. It 

subsequently transpired that this 
bird had been seen and photographed 

by Iain Guthrie at Avis Dam on 30 
November 2018. This species was 

recorded previously in the Hochland 

Park area in November 2012 (see 
Lanioturdus 46[1]).  

I was extremely surprised to catch a 
Red-chested Cuckoo, a very 
uncommon species in Namibia, at 

Farm Kakuse on 25 December 2018. 

Figure 8: Red-chested Cuckoo © Neil 

Thomson 

Eckart Demasius reported the 

following sightings in the Etosha 
National Park:- White-headed Vulture 

at Klein Namutoni on 26 December 
2018, Dwarf Bittern at Rietfontein on 
27 December, Lesser Moorhen at 

Goas on 28 December and what 
appears to be a very far off range 

Meves’s Starling at Grünewald on 30 
December. 

Figure 9: White-headed Vulture © Eckart 

Demasius 
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Figure 10: Dwarf Bittern © Eckart Demasius 

Figure 11: Lesser Moorhen © Eckart 

Demasius 

A photograph of a Dwarf Bittern seen 

on a farm in the Nina area was 
posted on the Birds of Namibia 

Facebook page on 28 December 
2018. 

Franz Klein reported seeing eight 

Common Mynas (a flock of seven plus 
a single bird) in Katima Mulilo on 31 

December 2018. It looks as if this 
invasive alien species is rapidly 
becoming established there. 

A report from Shamvura Camp 
posted on Facebook in early January 
2019 indicated that African Emerald 

Cuckoos and a pair of Schalow’s 
Turacos had been present in the area 

in December 2018. It seems very far 
to the west for both these species 
although Schalow’s Turaco had been 

reported there before. 

In the course of a trip to the north 
east of Namibia at the end of 

December 2018/beginning of 
January 2019 Franz Klein, Michael 

Houlden and others saw, inter alia, a 

Common Cuckoo at Shankara, a 
Levaillant’s Cuckoo in the Mahango 

Game Reserve, an African Emerald 
Cuckoo in the Buffalo Core Area of 

the Bwabwata National Park and 
both Racket-tailed Roller and Lesser 
Jacana near Katima Mulilo. (The 

African Emerald Cuckoo sighting at 
the above location is extremely 
interesting as it serves as 

confirmation that this species was 
indeed present there, far west of its 

known range, in January 2014 when 
Bernhard and Antje Madden 
identified it by call but we were loath 

to atlas it without seeing the bird).  

Figure 12: Common Cuckoo © Michael 

Houlden 

Figure 13: Levaillant’s Cuckoo © Michael 

Houlden 

Figure 14: African Emerald Cuckoo © 

Michael Houlden 
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Figure 15: Racket-tailed Roller © Michael 

Houlden 

Figure 16: Lesser Jacana © Michael Houlden 

Vernon Swanepoel reported the 
presence of a Western Osprey at the 

Gammams Water Care Works on 05 
January 2019. 

We had a European Honey Buzzard 

on our doorstep in the Rykvoet Street 
circle in Klein Windhoek on 11 

January 2019. 

Figure 17: European Honey Buzzard © Neil 

Thomson 

Ursula Franke-Bryson ringed an 

Olive Tree Warbler at Farm Hamakari 
near the Waterberg on 13 January 

2019. 

Figure 18: Olive Tree Warbler © Ursula 

Franke-Bryson 

Gudrun Middendorff and I saw a 
single Black Stork circling over 
Brakwater on 16 January 2019. 

Vernon Swanepoel reported a 
possible Green Sandpiper at Avis 

Dam on 20 January 2019. In spite of 
an extensive search we were unable 
to find the bird the following day and 

this must remain an unconfirmed 
sighting for now. 

The camera trap at Hotsas waterhole 

in the Namib Naukluft Park picked 
up another MEGA in the form of a 

young Egyptian Vulture on 20 
January 2019. 

Figure 19: Egyptian Vulture © Vultures 

Namibia 

In mid to late January there were a 
number of reported sightings of both 

Lesser Moorhen and Allen’s Gallinule 
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from the eastern side of the Etosha 

National Park. 

Ursula Franke-Bryson caught and 

ringed a Common Whitethroat about 
50 km south of Usakos on 23 
January 2019. 

Gudrun Middendorff saw two 
European Honey Buzzards over Klein 

Windhoek on 27 January 2019. 

Another report was received of 
Common Mynas in Katima Mulilo. 

This time John Mendelsohn saw two 
birds there on 27 January 2019. 

Figure 20: Common Myna © John 

Mendelsohn 

Jens Schneider photographed a 
European Honey Buzzard in 
Ludwigsdorf on 29 January 2019 and 

Gudrun Middendorff saw another in 
Klein Windhoek on 31 January 2019. 

In addition, Trevor Hardaker’s SA 
Rare Bird News Reports mention the 
following rarities etc. seen in Namibia 

since early October 2018:- 

A Common Redshank was reported 
from Mile 4 Saltworks on 04 October 

2018 while at least two Yellow-
throated Leafloves were again seen at 

Caprivi Houseboat Safari Lodge on 06 
October. 

A very far off range Yellow-fronted 

Tinkerbird was reported at Erongo 
Farmhouse on the western side of the 

Erongo Mountains on 11 November 

2018.  

Figure 21: European Honey Buzzard © Jens 

Schneider 

Four Caspian Plovers were found on 

the western side of Olushandja Dam 
on 14 November 2018. 

Olushandja Dam remained in the 
news with a Baillon’s Crake and a 
Kittlitz’s Plover reported there on 16 

November 2018 while seventeen 
Caspian Plovers were seen there on 
17 November. 

A Tree Pipit was seen in Halali Rest 
Camp in the Etosha National Park on 

19 November 2018. 

Then another MEGA in the form of an 
Ortolan Bunting was found at Halali 

the very next day. This is the second 
record of this species in Namibia (the 

first was seen at NamibRand) and 
only the third for southern Africa (the 
other bird having been seen at 

Killiekrankie in the Kgalagadi 
Transfrontier Park).  
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A Corn Crake (another MEGA bird for 
Namibia) was seen at Mokuti Lodge 
on 22 November 2018 (see also 

above) and there were further 
sightings of the Yellow-throated 

Leafloves at Caprivi Houseboat Safari 
Lodge on the same day. 

A juvenile Lesser Moorhen was seen 

at Rietfontein waterhole in the Etosha 
National Park on 14 December 2018. 

Two European Honey Buzzards were 
seen at Caprivi Houseboat Safari 
Lodge on 16 December 2018. 

One Common Redshank was reported 
along the Paaltjies road at Walvis Bay 
on 17 December 2018. 

Reports of various crakes continued 
to pour in; an African Crake was seen 

at Halali on 18 December 2018. 

A single European Honey Buzzard 
was seen over the Katima Mulilo 

sewage works on 19 December 2018. 

Common Redshank, Eurasian 
Oystercatcher and Red-necked 

Phalarope were all reported at Walvis 
Bay on 20 December 2018 while an 

Antarctic Prion was seen from the 

Paaltjies road the same day. 

A Dwarf Bittern was reported from 

Halali in the Etosha National Park on 
23 December 2018 while a Woodland 
Kingfisher was seen in Omaruru on 

24 December. 

Both Eurasian Oystercatcher and 

American Golden Plover were 
reported at Walvis Bay on 24 
December 2018. 

Red-necked Phalarope was reported 
at Walvis Bay again on 29 December 
2018 while yet another Lesser 

Moorhen was seen at Goas waterhole 
in the Etosha National Park. 

The report dated 24 January 2019 
mentions an Allen’s Gallinule seen at 
the edge of Fischer’s Pan on 22 

January and the reappearance of 
Yellow-throated Leafloves at Caprivi 

Houseboat Safari Lodge on 23 
January. 

A European Honey Buzzard was seen 

at the Wanderers Sports Club in 
Windhoek on 24 January 2019. 
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Bird Atlas Update 

Holger Kolberg 

holgerk@afol.com.na 
 

1 668 pentads covered 
289 observers 
8 169 cards submitted 

15.7092% covered 
319 229 species records 
202 maximum species per card 

 

 
Coverage map of Namibia; White dots represent ad hoc records, coloured squares 

full protocol cards – the colour indicates the number of times a pentad has been 
atlased. 
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Tracked Vultures 

Holger Kolberg 
holgerk@afol.com.na 

 
During November and December 
2018 several Lappet-faced Vulture 

chicks in the Namib-Naukluft Park 
were fitted with tracking devices. The 
trackers take a position reading every 

half an hour and the distances given 
here are straight line measurements 

between the different points. This will 
become a regular column where we 

will update you on the various birds’ 
movements. The period covered in 
this article is from the date when the 

trackers were fitted to 31 January 
2019. 

F242 – Tumasview, tracker fitted 2 December 2018. 
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Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 1212.8 km 
Largest daily movement: 72.3 km 
Highest speed attained: 76.5 km/h 

F247 – Ganab, tracker fitted 2 December 2018. 
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Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 67.1 km (this was the youngest 
bird and it obviously is just starting to “explore”). 
Largest daily movement: 12.1 km 

Highest speed attained: 52.6 km/h 

F248 – Dieprivier (Gondwana, not in the park but close enough!), tracker fitted 4 
November 2018. 
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Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 2142.7 km 
Largest daily movement: 127.6 km 
Highest speed attained: 83.5 km/h 

L718 – Tsamsvlei, tracker fitted 6 November 2018. 
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Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 3779.7 km 
Largest daily movement: 151.5 km 
Highest speed attained: 81.5 km/h 

L722 – Tsondab Plains, tracker fitted 7 November 2018. 
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Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 2182.5 km 
Largest daily movement: 101.4 km 
Highest speed attained: 77.5 km/h 

L727 – Kriess River, tracker fitted 9 November 2018. 
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Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 1705.4 km 
Largest daily movement: 137.2 km 
Highest speed attained: 79.5 km/h 

L729 – Tinkas, tracker fitted 1 December 2018. 
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Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 1037.5 km 
Largest daily movement: 58.9 km 
Highest speed attained: 76.5 km/h 

L740 – Volstruishoogte, tracker fitted 2 December 2018. 
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Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 499.9 km 
Largest daily movement: 62.8 km 
Highest speed attained: 61.6 km/h 
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Answers to “old bird names” (page 19) 

 
Pale Rock Bunting - Lark-like Bunting 

Mountain Canary - Black-headed Canary   
Yellow-bellied Seedeater - Yellow Canary 
Icterine Canary - Yellow-fronted Canary 

Yellow-rumped Seedeater - Black-throated Canary 
Diamond Sparrow - Yellow-throated Petronia 

Scaly Weaver - Scaly-feathered Finch 
Southern Pink-billed Weaver - Red-billed Quelea 
Taha Bishop – Yellow-crowned Bishop 

Hooded Weaver Finch - Bronze Manikin 
Rice Bird - Red-headed Finch 
Bar-breasted Weaver Finch - Quailfinch 

Little Ruddy Waxbill - Red-billed Firefinch 
Zebra Waxbill - Orange-breasted Waxbill 

Red-shouldered Starling - Cape Glossy Starling 
Black and Crimson Shrike - Crimson-breasted Shrike 
Brown-headed Bush Shrike - Brown-crowned Tchagra 

Black Helmet Shrike - Retz’s Helmet-Shrike 
Grey Tit-Babbler – Grey Tit-Flycatcher  

Brown Flycatcher - Chat Flycatcher 
White-flanked Flycatcher - Chin-spot Batis 
Stumptail - Long-billed Crombec 

Bush-Goat - Grey-backed Camaroptera 
Cape Ground-Robin - Karoo Scrub-Robin 
Smith’s Scrub-Robin - Kalahari Scrub-Robin 

South African Sand Martin - Brown-throated Martin 
South African Nightjar - Fiery-necked Nightjar 

Black-throated Honey-Guide or Sparrmann’s Honey-Guide - Greater Honeyguide 
Levaillant’s Barbet - Crested Barbet 
Angola Kingfisher - Woodland Kingfisher 

Cinnamon Roller - Broad-billed Roller 
Black-and White Cuckoo - Jacobin Cuckoo 

Sea-Eagle - African Fish-Eagle 
Crested Hawk-Eagle - Long-crested Eagle 
Kolbe’s Griffon - Cape Vulture 

Smaller Lily-Trotter - Lesser Jacana 
Vaal Korhaan - Karoo Korhaan 
Bush Partridge - Crested Francolin 

Cape Pheasant - Cape Spurfowl 
King Reed-Hen - African Swamphen 

Malagas - Cape Gannet  
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Membership Fees 2019 
African Birdlife, the magazine published by BirdLife South Africa can be ordered 

through the Namibia Bird Club. A year’s subscription (6 issues) of African Birdlife 
currently costs N$ 300.00 

 
Category (excluding African Birdlife subscription) 
Single member ........................................................................................... N$ 170 

Family membership (husband, wife, children) ............................................ N$ 220 
Junior member (all scholars and students) ................................................... N$ 90 

Pensioner ................................................................................................... N$ 120 
Corporate membership ............................................................................... N$ 700 
 

Namibia Bird Club Committee 2019 
Gudrun Middendorff (Chairperson) Tel: 081 240 3635 
Gertrud Piek (Treasurer) Tel: 061 24 1838 (home) 
Jennie Lates (Secretary) Tel: 081 299 0323 

Franz Klein (Website Manager) Tel: 081 210 1221 
 email: franzaklein@gmail.com 

Holger Kolberg (Editor Lanioturdus) Tel: 081 129 5163 
 email: holgerk@afol.com.na 
Sonja Bartlewski (Member) Tel: 081 149 2313 

Anita Zimny (Member) Tel: 081 280 2527 
 

Advertising in Lanioturdus 
We will accept advertisements to be published in Lanioturdus at the following 

rates: 
 

Full page .................................................................................................... N$ 300 
Half page ................................................................................................... N$ 150 
Quarter page ................................................................................................ N$ 75 

Small advertisement..................................................................................... N$ 35 
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Instructions to Authors 

Lanioturdus is a journal dedicated to birds and birding. Although the journal’s 

primary focus is on Namibia, articles from other geographical parts of the globe 
will also be considered for publication. Authors should use common and scientific 

names of birds as published by the Namibia Bird Records Committee (www.the-
eis.com/namibia-bird-list.php) or, for birds not on the Namibian list, the latest 
published IOC list (www.worldbirdnames.org). Note that bird names are 

capitalised e.g. House Sparrow whereas reference to a group is not e.g. we saw a 
flock of sparrows. Text should be submitted as a MS Word document. Photos, 

maps and figures should be sent as separate jpeg images, graphs as MS Excel 
charts or jpeg images and tables as MS Word or Excel documents. Please indicate 
in the article text where these should be placed. Literature referred to in the text 

of an article must be arranged chronologically as follows: Adam (2000); Adam 
(2000a, 2000b); Adam and Eve (2003); Adam (2000, 2003); (Adam 2000, Albert 
2001). For more than two authors, use the first author’s name followed by et al. 
(e.g. Adam et al. 2007). At the end of the article provide a full list of references 
sorted alphabetically and then chronologically, using the following format: 

Payne, R.B. and Payne, L.L. 1997. Field observations, experimental design, and 
the time and place of learning in bird songs. In: C. Snowdon and M. Hausberger 

(eds.), Social influences on vocal development. Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, UK. pp 57–84. 
Urban, E.K., Fry, C.H. and Keith, S. (eds.). 1997. The birds of Africa, Vol. 5. 

Academic Press, London, UK. 
Vergara, P., Aguirre, J.I. and Fernández-Cruz, M. 2007. Arrival date, age and 

breeding success in White Stork Ciconia ciconia. Journal of Avian Biology 38: 
573–579. 

du Plessis, M.A. 2005. Green Woodhoopoe. In: Hockey, P.A.R., Dean, W.R.J. and 
Ryan, P.G. (eds.), Roberts birds of southern Africa (7th Edn). Trustees of the John 
Voelcker Bird Book Fund, Cape Town, RSA. pp 162–164. 

 
 


