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About the Namibia Bird Club 
The Namibia Bird Club was founded in 1962 and has been active since then. The 

club’s mission is to contribute to Namibian ornithology by, amongst other things, 
arranging regular birding outings, conducting bird ringing and atlasing 

excursions and educating the public about the value of birds. To achieve this, we 
organise monthly visits to interesting birding sites around Windhoek as well as 
regular visits to Avis Dam and the Gammams Water Care Works and occasional 

weekend trips further afield. Bird club members also participate in the African 
Waterbird Census twice a year. 

Experienced birders are more than happy to help beginners and novices on these 
outings. If you have a transport problem or would like to share transport please 
contact a committee member. Depending on the availability of speakers and 

suitable material we present occasional lecture or video evenings at the Namibia 
Scientific Society premises. Members receive the bird club’s journal, Lanioturdus 

and outings and events are advertised on the club’s website 
www.namibiabirdclub.org. 

The Namibia Bird Club is not affiliated to any global or regional organisation and 

relies entirely on members’ subscriptions and donations to fund its activities. 

The opinions expressed in this journal are those of the authors and not 

necessarily those of the Namibia Bird Club or its committee. 
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African Harrier-Hawk vs Smith’s Bush Squirrel 
Beate Schwippert 

beate224@gmail.com 
 

 

An African Harrier-Hawk finds cavities to investigate 

 

Preparing to probe the lower cavity 
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Feeling about inside the cavity 

 

Peering into the upper cavity 
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In goes that “double jointed” foot again 

 

Got something…….. 
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…..…by the tail! 

 

The skin strips off the tail 
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That’s not really much of a meal…….. 

 

Only a fistful of debris this time 
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Gotcha! 

 

The squirrel is securely clamped 
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Score: African Harrier-Hawk 1 - Smith’s Bush Squirrel 0 
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An overview of ten years of bird ringing in Klein Windhoek 
Neil Thomson 

batqs@afol.com.na 
 

I started training as a bird ringer 
after attending the Ringers Get-

Together held at Zebra River Lodge in 
May 2006. I was granted a ringer’s 
licence in March 2008 and, after 

building a trap and purchasing some 
rings and other equipment, I ringed 

my first bird (a House Sparrow) at my 
Klein Windhoek home on 17 April 
2008. 

 

Figure 1: Applying a ring to a House 

Sparrow © Gudrun Middendorff 

Just over ten years later, after 
submitting my midyear ring return in 
2018, I thought it would be an 

interesting exercise to determine how 
many birds and which species had 
been ringed at this location. My 

daughter, Maren, qualified as a ringer 
in 2009 and ringed birds at my home 

when on university vacations and 
Gudrun Middendorff started ringing 
birds with me there from mid-2011. I 

have included the ringing data of 
Maren and Gudrun but I do not have 

data for several other ringers who 
have ringed a few birds at my home 
over the years. These include Graham 

Grieve, Dieter Oschadleus and Ulrich 
Hofmann. 

By extracting the relevant ringing 

data I have determined that Gudrun, 

Maren and I, between us, ringed 
12 494 birds of 57 species in the 

immediate vicinity of my home in 
Rykvoet Street, Klein Windhoek 
between 17 April 2008 and 30 June 

2018.  As the smallest and cheapest 
rings cost about N$ 78/100 this 

represents an investment of more 
than N$ 12 000 in rings alone! I do 
not even want to think about how 

much I have spent on birdseed, fruit 
and food for mealworms in that time. 
In addition, we recaptured or 

recovered 7 589 ringed birds in this 
period. This includes multiple 

recaptures of some birds and 
hopefully the recaptures and also 
some species accounts will be the 

subject of future articles as these are 
likely to provide interesting 

information on longevity, movements, 
pair fidelity etc. A lot of work will, 
however, be required to extract this 

information and information 
pertaining to birds ringed elsewhere 
and recaptured by us. I will thus for 

now deal only with the new ringed 
(Code 1) birds. 

The fact that we have ringed an 
average of about 1 200 birds per year 
at one location, and remembering 

that not every bird visiting our garden 
is captured and ringed, gives an 
indication of just how many birds 

must visit a suburban garden 
annually. We believe that those that 

claim that “their” birds are loyal to 
their garden need to have a rethink. 

We have used four different methods 

to capture birds for ringing at this 
location. These are walk-in traps, 

mist nets, snap traps and by hand in 
the case of nestlings and once a 
Dusky Sunbird sleeping on a pot 

plant on our veranda (and more 
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recently a Grey Go-away-bird but 

that is another story). As the vast 
bulk of our birds have been caught in 

the walk-in traps which are normally 
baited with seed, the species most 
captured are heavily biased towards 

seedeaters. We seldom use mistnets 
or snap traps in the garden so the 

numbers of insectivores and 
frugivores captured are relatively low. 
We have on occasion caught 

insectivorous birds such as Crimson-
breasted Shrikes and Familiar Chats 
in the walk-in traps although why 

they entered these traps remains a 
mystery. We also once caught a 

Laughing Dove in a snap trap but 
that was most likely a case of a 
clumsy bird that walked over the trap 

and bumped against the trigger 
mechanism as a dove would have no 

interest in either apple or mealworm 
bait. Acacia Pied Barbets and Rosy-
faced Lovebirds have also 

occasionally been caught in the walk-
in traps although we very much 
prefer to get these “biters” in a mist 

net. When a bird like this is caught in 
a mist net one can get hold of the 

head in such a way as to avoid being 
bitten while disentangling the bird. 
Grabbing an unrestrained one of 

these in a walk-in trap is a totally 
different proposition! 

 

Figure 2: Walk-in trap © Neil Thomson 

In our ten years of ringing we have 

managed to catch four of Namibia’s 

near endemic species in our garden 

albeit in low numbers. These are 
Monteiro’s Hornbill (5), Damara Red-

billed Hornbill (2), Rockrunner (2) 
and White-tailed Shrike (1). We have 
never managed to catch a raptor but 

without a licence to use a bal-chatri 
trap we would need luck on our side 

to get a small raptor in a mistnet or a 
walk-in trap. I once saw one standing 
on top of one of the walk-in traps 

inspecting the birds in it but it did 
not enter the trap. 

The five most ringed species (Red-

billed Quelea 2 164, Black-throated 
Canary 1 928, Southern Red Bishop 

1 623, Laughing Dove 1 447 and 
Southern Masked Weaver 999) 
comprise over 65% of all the birds 

ringed. Adding the next five most 
ringed species (Blue Waxbill 982, 

Red-headed Finch 693, Common 
Waxbill 667, Red-billed Firefinch 377 
and House Sparrow 340) means that 

just ten species constitute nearly 
90% of all birds ringed.  

The least ringed species, where only 

one individual has been ringed, are 
Rock Martin, Barred Wren Warbler, 

Black-chested Prinia, African 
Paradise Flycatcher, Cape Wagtail, 
Marico Sunbird, Southern Grey-

headed Sparrow, White-tailed Shrike, 
Wattled Starling, Pearl-spotted Owlet 

and Red-billed Spurfowl.  

The Red-billed Spurfowl was an 
extremely interesting case involving a 

real ringer’s dilemma. We frequently 
hear Red-billed Spurfowl in the area 
and sometimes see them but I cannot 

recall ever having had one actually in 
the garden before. On 06 August 

2016 I watched a male Red-billed 
Spurfowl come over the retaining wall 
and start scratching around in the 

vicinity of a walk-in trap. A few 
minutes later the bird entered the 
trap and as it did so the rest of the 

covey came up into the garden. What 
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to do? Close the trap and catch the 

male? Or wait to see if the others 
would also enter the trap but risk 

having the male walk out? I took the 
stance that a bird in the trap is worth 
several in the garden and went out 

and closed the trap and ringed the 
male. Needless to say, the others beat 

a hasty retreat as soon as they saw 
me and to this day I have never seen 
another Red-billed Spurfowl in our 

garden! 

 

Figure 3: Measuring wing length © Gudrun 
Middendorff 

One spinoff of bird ringing is that the 

data have to be meticulously recorded 
and one then has an exact date for 
when a bird was ringed or 

recaptured. So often when you ask 
someone when they last saw a 

particular species the answer is likely 
to be “Oh - about five years ago”. 
Experience tells me that this could 

mean anything between about two 
and fifteen years ago. From our 
ringing data we can accurately 

determine when we first or last 
caught a species. (This does not 

necessarily mean first or last saw a 
particular species at the ringing site 
though). When working with our data 

I noticed that we had ringed 58 
Scaly-feathered Finches between 24 

December 2008 and 27 July 2015. 
None of these birds was recaptured 
after 27 July 2015. It then dawned on 

me that we have not even seen this 
species in the garden since 2015. 

Scaly-feathered Finches seem to have 

disappeared from our area entirely. 

The number of birds ringed from year 

to year has fluctuated considerably 
depending on the ringing effort. 
Obviously when we have been away 

from home no ringing has been done 
there and there have been times 

when we have had to keep the traps 
closed such as when we have had a 
marauding Yellow Mongoose with 

which to contend. There have been 
several of these over the years and 
they have had a number of different 

modus operandi. The worst was one 
that behaved like a cheetah in a 

sheep kraal when it got into a walk-in 
trap, killing and maiming everything 
in the trap in a frenzy. Then there 

was one that would sneak into the 
trap, grab one bird (usually the 

biggest such as a Laughing Dove) and 
beat a hasty retreat with its prey. 
More recently there has been one 

which killed birds in the trap and ate 
only the heads although this one also 

seemed to get into a killing frenzy. 

The ratios of hosts to parasites ringed 
also make interesting reading. We 

have ringed five different brood 
parasites and their host species. 
These are Lesser Honeyguide/Acacia 

Pied Barbet, Village Indigobird/Red-
billed Firefinch, Shaft-tailed 

Whydah/Violet-eared Waxbill, Pin-
tailed Whydah/Common Waxbill and 
Long-tailed Paradise Whydah/Green-

winged Pytilia. One would expect to 
find the host species is more common 

than the parasite. If this was not the 
case, over parasitism could wipe out 
the host species leading to the demise 

of the parasite. Our ringing data 
show that we have ringed 25 Acacia 
Pied Barbets and 4 Lesser 

Honeyguides. The barbets have bred 
in the garden and the nests have at 

times been parasitized by 
honeyguides. Red-billed Firefinches 
are relatively new arrivals in 
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Windhoek (first recorded in the early 

1990s) and, since Village Indigobirds 
were only first seen in 2009, the 

firefinches had a long head start. We 
have ringed 377 Red-billed 
Firefinches and 15 Village indigobirds 

but expect the numbers of 
indigobirds to increase as they 

become more established. Before July 
2010 we had ringed only one 
Common Waxbill in our garden. After 

that they became regular seasonal 
visitors and we ringed 667 of them. 
Their brood parasite, the Pin-tailed 

Whydah was, in my opinion, for many 
years a rather uncommon bird 

around Windhoek. In recent years we 
have seen more and more of them 
and have, since January 2013, 

caught 10 although almost all of 
these have been since the beginning 

of 2016 which seems to indicate that 
they may be becoming more common 
in our area in line with the increase 

in their host population. We have also 
recently, for the first time, caught 
Common Waxbill fledglings 

suggesting that they may now be 
breeding close by. The other two 

host/parasite ratios seem surprising. 
We have ringed only 2 Violet-eared 
Waxbills but 94 Shaft-tailed Whydahs 

and likewise only 27 Green-winged 
Pytilias but 64 Long-tailed Paradise 

Whydahs. I can only assume that the 
waxbills and pytilias do not breed in 
any numbers in our area and that the 

whydahs are foraging in the area 
rather than seeking nests to 
parasitize. Interestingly, 72 (77%) of 

the Shaft-tailed Whydahs and 27 
(42%) of the Long-tailed Paradise 

Whydahs were ringed in a single 
calendar year, namely 2013. 

The vast majority of the Lesser 

Masked Weavers, Cape Glossy 
Starlings and Pale-winged Starlings 
together with the only Wattled 

Starling we have ringed were caught 
at a time when there were building 

operations going on across the circle 

and a kapana seller was plying her 
trade under the acacia trees in the 

circle. The food scraps dropped there 
seemed to attract these birds and a 
net or a snap trap set there over a 

weekend produced good catches of 
these species which otherwise rarely 

become catchable in our garden.  

 

Figure 4: Checking primary moult © Gudrun 

Middendorff 

Unfortunately, the data we have 
collected over the years have not been 
entirely consistent. The “rules” have 

changed a few times in the 
intervening years. When I started 
ringing I was led to believe that only 

birds recaptured more than three 
months after ringing should be 

recorded. It was only a couple of 
years later that I discovered that this 
was not so and that all recaptures 

(except those on the day of ringing) 
should be recorded. Quite a lot of 

early recapture data was thus lost 
which skews the statistics somewhat. 
In addition, at some stage we were 

asked to record “full breeding 
plumage”, “partial breeding plumage” 
and whether birds had brood 

patches. This is obviously to provide 
information of moult dates and 

breeding seasons. While active moult 
is easy to record I have to admit that 
I often neglect to check birds for 

brood patches. Once again though we 
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do not have any such data for the 

earlier years. 

Although a variety of measurements 

can be taken in the course of 
processing a bird, in order to keep a 
bird captive for the least possible 

time and to subject it to the least 
possible handling, we elected from 

the start to take only the minimum 
required measurements which are 
wing length, mass and moult score 

unless there was a good reason for 
taking more measurements. We 
usually measure the tails of Chestnut 

Weavers because these birds can be 
sexed using a combination of wing 

and tail length and we have on 
occasion done full biometrics if 
requested when such measurements 

have been required for research 
projects. 

Bird ringing has, however, taught us 
to become better observers and not to 
make assumptions. Male Blue 

Waxbills have blue flanks and 
females do not. When we started 
ringing we recorded birds without 

blue flanks as females. When we 
recaptured some of these sometime 

later we found that the flanks were 
blue. Obviously, they had been young 
males yet to develop adult male 

plumage. Likewise, we assumed that 
any Southern Masked Weaver with a 

red eye was a male. That is until we 
caught a red eyed Southern Masked 
Weaver with a brood patch – 

obviously a female. We also assumed 
that drab coloured Southern Red 
Bishops in the breeding season had 

to be females. Measurements of some 

of these birds indicate that they are 
in all probability first year males.   

 

Figure 5: Weighing a small bird © Neil 

Thomson 

There is unfortunately only one other 
active ringer in our area. Dirk 

Heinrich lives less than a kilometre 
from us and consequently he catches 
birds ringed by us and we catch some 

of his. We think that if there were 
more ringers based in the eastern 
suburbs of Windhoek we could, 

through recaptures, possibly be able 
to build a far better picture of how 

birds move about in the area. At 
present we can only speculate. 



 

Lanioturdus 52(2) Page 14 June 2019 

How I became a birder 
Eckart Demasius 

e-b.de@iway.na 
 

Around 1983 I was introduced to the 
late Richard Niddrie by Chris 
Grundy, who had already been on a 

number of trips with us in Namibia. 
Having returned from university there 

was a desire to make new friends and 
together we travelled to a new 
destination almost every second 

weekend. That is how Richard came 
on board. 

We went on many trips with Richard, 
including some epic ones in what was 

then still wilderness in Namibia and 
Botswana. 

But it was a simple short weekend 
trip where Richard had the biggest 
impact on my life – a weekend visit to 
Namutoni. In the course of that 

weekend, knowingly or not, he made 
a birder of me! 

One weekend in May 1985 Richard 
invited me and my then fiancée, 
Birgit, now my wife for more than 33 

years, on a weekend trip to 
Namutoni, Etosha. 

Birgit declined; she was still teaching 

and had many books to mark over 
the weekend but she was only too 

happy for me to join Richard. 

Just before sunset we arrived at 
Namutoni. We had a good braai; 

there was never a need for vegetables 
with Richard, those were substituted 

by a beer and some more for 
“dessert”. 

The next morning we got up early and 

enjoyed a cup of coffee whilst many of 
the other visitors left in a frantic 
rush.  

I said to Richard: “Let’s get going, 
there is something out there, we are 

missing something!”, but he was in 
no hurry at all. Eventually we got into 
his little silver Golf, but before we 

even reached the entrance/exit gate 
of Namutoni we had stopped at least 

twice with Richard looking at birds. I 
became ever tenser. 

Eventually we left camp, but before 

we reached the turn-off to Fischer’s 
Pan Richard stopped abruptly, and, 
while other cars sped past us 

covering us in dust, he grabbed his 
binocs and the bird watching 

continued. 

He said: “Check there – magnificent!” 
I said: “I see a little grey bird.” “No, 

take your binocs and have a look!!” I 
did so and – WOW – that was not just 
a little grey bird – this was a little 

jewel of a bird. “What’s that”, I asked, 
“Blue Waxbill”. “What? – never heard 

of it before”. 

So we continued and he said to me: 
“When you see the little things, you 

cannot miss the big ones, you know, 
like elephants … and that’s how you 

see da leopard.” I laughed out loud 
and thought: “Now I’ve heard it all!” 

We were back in camp by half past 

ten. I offered to make breakfast, so I 
sent him out to find out what the 
others had seen. He came back with 

a two word answer which means, in 
more civil language, absolutely 

nothing. 

He then hastened to say that we had 
already seen 46 different bird species. 

WOW, was my reaction. 

We continued our day with Richard 

being ever patient with me trying to 
photograph birds – after all, who does 
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not want a nice photograph of a 

Crimson-breasted Shrike? 

 

Later in the afternoon we arrived at 

Ngobib and there he was – the 
elephant bull. And Richard was right: 
“When you see the little things, you 

cannot miss the big ones, you know, 
like elephants … “ 

 

We continued with our sightseeing 
and animal watching amid lots of 
laughter and fun. With Richard we 

never spoke about work – NEVER – 
and that made life so much more of a 
pleasure.  

I knew that back in town he was an 
accountant, clad in his dark suit and 

tie – he always looked professional. 
On trips we NEVER discussed work. 
Nothing spoils a brilliant weekend 

trip more than ending up talking 
about work!! 

Soon we were back at Fischer’s Pan 
and enjoyed the lovely views of the 

flamingos and animals coming for a 

late afternoon drink. 

 

We then left for the Okevis. Returning 
shortly before sunset from Klein 

Okevi, Richard suddenly slammed on 
the brakes – I could not help spilling 

the beer – and he said: “I told you, … 
and this is how you see da leopard”. 
He was right - AGAIN! 

 

I was floored, to say the least! Yes, I 

heard it in my inner ear again:  

 

“When you see the little things, you 
cannot miss the big ones, you know, 

like elephants … and that’s how you 
see da leopard.” And there it was – 
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my very first leopard in the wild – in 

Etosha! 

The next weekend we were at the 

Waterberg – watching birds! 
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Summary of the 2018 winter wetland bird counts in Namibia 
Holger Kolberg 

holgerk@afol.com.na 
 

Wetland bird counts were conducted 
at 49 sites in the winter months of 
2018. Whilst at the coast the normal 

winter conditions prevailed, the 
inland counts were conducted, at 

times, at arctic temperatures and 
most of the pans near Tsumkwe were 
completely dry. The north-eastern 

rivers were still relatively high with 
many areas flooded that would 
normally be dry by this time of the 

year. A total of 193 812 birds of 105 
species were counted, the majority of 

this number at Sandwich Harbour 
and Walvis Bay. The wetlands of 
north-eastern Namibia, as usual, 

dominate in terms of the number of 
species counted. Lesser Flamingos 
were represented in rather low 

numbers, the reason for this is not 
quite clear but the possibility exists 

that they remained behind in 
Botswana where they bred 
successfully in the summer. No 

counts were conducted in the Etosha 

area and this accounts for the 
absence of e.g. Blue Cranes from the 
count. Twenty-two of Namibia’s red 

data species were counted, Greater 
Flamingo, Cape Cormorant and 

Black-necked Grebe making up the 
bulk of the total there. A record 
(winter) number (35) of Eurasian 

Curlew were counted at Sandwich 
Harbour and at Shearwater Bay 
(Lüderitz peninsula) a record number 

of Damara Terns (154) was counted. 
Flamingo numbers appear to be on 

the increase, no doubt due to several 
successful breeding attempts in 
Etosha and Botswana. Of concern is 

the apparent decline in gulls and 
terns. Numbers of terns have steadily 
decreased over the past couple of 

years, this warrants further 
investigation. Many thanks to the 

volunteers that ensure that these 
counts are conducted on a regular 
basis. 
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Table 1: Details on all the sites counted. 
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Aeroplane Bay 06-Jul-18 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 18 0 0 37 4 

Agate Beach 06-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 348 0 0 366 3 

Avis Dam 12-Aug-18 6 0 5 3 0 1 0 0 0 107 3 0 13 0 0 0 138 14 

Baraka Pan 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Cape Cross 06-Aug-18 3713 0 35019 0 0 0 0 2912 0 78 0 0 526 243 0 0 42491 17 

Chobe River 19-Jul-18 0 5 280 46 25 6 0 0 0 259 0 40 125 66 5 0 857 31 

Daan Viljoen GP 11-Aug-18 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 70 5 0 0 0 0 0 78 6 

Gautscha Pan 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 13 0 0 0 14 4 

Gimsa Pan 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Goreangab Dam 11-Aug-18 62 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 54 177 0 1 0 0 0 296 10 

Griffith Bay 06-Jul-18 0 0 53 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 6 5 0 0 69 10 

Groot Dobe 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Grosse Bucht 06-Jul-18 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 14 0 0 0 0 26 29 0 0 70 7 

Guano Bay 06-Jul-18 0 0 17 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 43 48 0 0 109 7 

Gura Pan 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 1 

Hakusembe, Okavango River 13-Jul-18 0 0 14 80 57 5 0 0 0 0 6 5 27 0 3 0 197 21 

Hardap Dam 28-Jun-18 0 86 85 9 8 28 0 0 0 328 0 0 135 33 2 0 714 19 

Hoffnung Dam 12-Aug-18 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 304 0 0 14 0 0 0 320 6 

Khabi Pan 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Klein Dobe 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Leadwood Pan 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Lüderitz Sewage Works 06-Jul-18 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 450 0 18 0 0 9 98 0 0 578 11 

Mahango Core Area 22-Jul-18 0 0 57 100 75 138 0 0 8 3344 1 52 92 0 7 0 3874 27 
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Makuri Vlei 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mavunje, Kwando River 21-Jul-18 1 0 3 14 2 3 4 0 1 44 5 50 50 0 3 0 180 23 

Mile 4 Saltworks 29-Jun-18 818 0 172 5 0 0 0 1785 0 113 0 0 

 
37 0 0 2930 18 

Monte Christo 13-Aug-18 8 9 9 8 106 10 0 0 0 500 32 6 31 0 2 0 721 26 

Mubala (Kalizo), Zambezi River 17-Jul-18 0 9 262 473 24 14 3 0 0 509 0 17 59 270 17 0 1657 37 

Nama Pan 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Nama Pan II 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Namushasha, Kwando River 15-Jul-18 0 0 4 17 1 8 0 0 0 8 1 1 24 0 3 0 67 19 

Naute Dam 30-Jun-18 3 59 79 8 0 2 0 3 0 209 5 0 3 0 0 0 371 13 

Nunda Area, Okavango River 28-Jul-18 0 0 67 57 0 3 2 0 0 33 3 11 50 0 3 0 229 21 

Nuu-no Pan 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Nyae Nyae Pan 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Radford Bay 06-Jul-18 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 0 11 51 0 0 94 8 

Riverdance Area, Okavango River 13-Jul-18 0 0 15 42 0 1 2 0 0 26 5 5 39 0 3 0 138 27 

Samsitu Area, Okavango River 01-Jul-18 1 0 35 310 202 113 1 0 1 175 13 67 47 4 4 0 973 39 

Sandwich Harbour 04-Aug-18 0 54 15072 64 0 0 0 26858 0 30 0 0 8112 919 0 0 51109 31 

Second Lagoon 06-Jul-18 0 0 29 3 0 0 0 108 0 0 0 0 7 16 0 0 163 9 

Shamvura Area, Okavango River 14-Jul-18 0 0 1389 134 2 43 1 0 2 57 4 4 108 51 0 0 1795 55 

Shearwater Bay 06-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 65 0 0 0 0 5 177 0 0 247 5 

Swakop River Mouth 29-Jun-18 0 0 31 4 0 0 0 12 0 2 6 0 7 7 0 0 69 14 

Swakop Sewage Works 29-Jun-18 4 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 4 4 0 4 187 0 0 206 11 

Tjokwe Pan 24-Jul-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

van Rhyn Dam 29-Jun-18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Walvis Bay 04-Aug-18 12122 404 4819 162 0 0 0 50629 0 1061 0 0 9135 2397 0 0 80729 38 

Walvis Bay Sewage Ponds 05-Aug-18 9 1 0 5 0 1 0 1185 0 119 85 0 14 58 0 0 1477 20 

Windhoek (Gammams) Sewage Works 11-Aug-18 8 2 22 65 0 11 0 0 0 144 145 1 47 0 0 1 446 30 

 
Total 16758 629 57548 1620 502 387 13 84052 12 7598 501 259 18818 5062 52 1 193812 105 
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Table 2: Numbers of red data species counted and number of sites where they were seen. 

Species Total Sites 

Greater Flamingo 68562 14 

Cape Cormorant 54874 7 

Black-necked Grebe 16652 4 

Lesser Flamingo 9930 6 

Chestnut-banded Plover 6649 4 

Hartlaub’s Gull 1295 15 

Great White Pelican 614 8 

African Skimmer 202 2 

African Black Oystercatcher 161 9 

Damara Tern 155 2 

Caspian Tern 145 3 

Marabou Stork 117 5 

Crowned Cormorant 86 7 

Maccoa Duck 50 2 

African Fish-Eagle 43 12 

Eurasian Curlew 35 1 

Rufous-bellied Heron 18 5 

Wattled Crane 12 4 

African Marsh-Harrier 12 8 

Bank Cormorant 10 1 

Saddle-billed Stork 5 3 

Slaty Egret 2 2 

 

 

Figure 1: Numbers of three main groups counted from 2010 to 2018. 
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Some “Do’s” and “Don’ts” when feeding garden birds 
Neil Thomson 

batqs@afol.com.na 
All photographs in this article are © Neil Thomson 

 
A great many people like having 

birdlife around them and many make 
water available and put out food of 

some sort to attract birds to their 
gardens.  

 

While some would argue that 
providing food and water for birds is 
unnatural and attracts far more birds 

to an area than would naturally 
survive there, by building towns and 

cities and planting trees and 
maintaining gardens man has created 
artificial habitats. For example, 

highrise buildings offer breeding sites 
far from any suitable cliffs for species 
which are naturally cliff nesters and 

exotic palm trees provide nest sites 
for African Palm Swifts far from their 

traditional range while sewage ponds 
create habitat for wetland birds 
where none existed. 

Providing birdseed certainly seems to 
attract nomadic species such Red-

billed Queleas to the urban 
environment in large numbers late in 
the dry season when natural grass 

seed in the veld becomes scarce 
probably increasing the survival rate 

for the species. By growing winter 

grain crops, which are frequently 
plundered by these birds, man has 

already meddled with the survival 
rate of Red-billed Queleas which 
naturally reproduced in huge 

numbers in the summer when grass 
seed was plentiful and died in their 
thousands in the winter when food 

was scarce. 

 

There is also an argument that 
feeding birds makes them dependent 

on such food handouts and that if 
one goes away one should arrange for 
someone to continue feeding. While 

this argument is probably relevant in 
Europe or North America in winter 
when birds would struggle to find 

food on snow covered ground I do not 
think that it is valid in our situation, 

particularly in Windhoek where so 
many people feed garden birds. Birds 
are opportunists and when they find 

there is no food available at one 
feeding station they will move on and 
find food elsewhere. We have 

certainly never returned home from a 
holiday to find our garden full of dead 

birds that have starved to death in 
our absence! In our experience the 
seed eaters and insect eaters find the 

food offered very quickly after the 
resumption of feeding but the 
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frugivores sometimes take longer, 

possibly indicating that they have 
found other adequate food sources 

which they are utilizing. 

 

Whether feeding birds is the right 
thing to do or not people will feed 

garden birds irrespective of any 
arguments for or against it and 

certain species will continue to steal 
pet food as well. There are, however, 
certain foods which are suitable for 

birds and others which are not 
although I am quite sure that most of 
us have, at some stage, through 

ignorance provided unsuitable foods 
for our garden birds. 

Suitable foods:- 

1) Wild birdseed (but crushed maize 
is likely to attract mainly doves 
and pigeons) 

2) Most fruit 
3) Mealworms 
4) Cheese – mild firm cheese (e.g. 

Cheddar) – not soft or strong 
cheese and not mouldy or rancid 
cheese 

5) Suet 
6) Sugar – 1:5 sugar/water solution 

in nectar feeders (no colourants) 
7) Peanut butter – but not brands 

containing artificial sweeteners 

(Xylitol) 

Unsuitable foods:- 

1) Honey 
2) Avocado – toxic to some birds 
3) Bread and also rolls, bagels, 

crackers, chips, pretzels, biscuits, 
donuts etc.– junk food – filling but 
of little nutritional value  

4) Beetroot – (colourant) does not 
occur naturally in nectar – effects 
unknown 

5) Xylitol - (artificial sweetener) – 
highly toxic. 

6) Porridge – junk food 
7) Dog pellets 
8) Processed meats such as polony – 

preservatives harmful 

Please be aware of these foods 
unsuitable for birds and refrain from 

putting such out when providing food 
for feathered friends. 

Feeding stations, birdbaths etc. 

should also ideally be raised and out 
of reach of potential predators such 

as mongooses and domestic cats and 
dogs. 
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Rotstirnbartvogel, R. No 432 
Anonymous 

 

 
 

28.6.74 Nistkästen 1, 2, 3 
aufgehängt. 

29.6. Gab es einen Streit mit 

einem ♂ 432 am NK1, bald 
verließ dieser das Feld. 

30.6. NK1 untersucht; später 
aber NK3 als Schlafzimmer 

ausgewählt. 

3.7. Nachts drin geschlafen, 
dann weg. 

6.7. 432 ♂ + ♀ waren nicht am 
NK. 

9.7. 432 ♂ schläft im NK5 ist 
aber wieder weg. 

10.7. Gegen 10 Uhr kommen ♂ + 
♀ 432 zum NK3 + bleiben 
von nun an hier. Kurz vor 

Sonnenuntergang gehen sie 
schlafen + kommen zum 

Sonnenaufgang wieder 
raus. ♀ putzt den Kasten 
noch aus. ♀ fliegt fast ins 

Loch, während er sich erst 
auf einen Ast davor setzt + 
dann an den NK fliegt + 

nach kurzer Zeit reingeht. 

13.7. 432 paaren sich, 9:15. 

18.7. 432 fliegt viel ein + aus. ♀ 
räumt aus. 

19.7. 16:10 432 ♂ saß vor dem 
Kasten, als ein Mausvogel 
391, es waren 4, sich ca 1 

m dem Kasten näherte. Da 
stürzte sich ♂ auf ihn + es 

gab eine Beißerei, wobei sie 
fast auf den Boden fielen, 
ca 30 cm, dann gab 391 

auf. In der Zeit war ein 
anderer 391 in die 

Nestnähe gekommen. Auch 
dieser wurde weggejagt + 
auch ein dritter. 

21.7. Um 10:45 kamen 3 432 ans 
Wasser, kletterten auf den 

Wasserbäumen, 
betrachteten sich + flogen 
(alle 3) weg um gleich 

wieder zu kommen, was 
sich 3x wiederholte. Beim 3. 
Anflug war aber schon die 

schönste Beißerei im Gang, 
dann flogen alle 3 weg. 

Scheinbar ging der Streit 
um das ♀. Um 14:00 waren 
♂ + ♀ wieder am Futterplatz 

+ flogen dann wieder zum 
Nistkasten rein + raus + 

arbeiten. Diesmal arbeitet 
das ♂ auch etwas mit. 

22.7. Sie kommen im Laufe des 

Tages öfters. Es wird 
gearbeitet und zum Abend 

schlafen sie wieder drin. 
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23.7. nicht zu Haus. 

24.7. Vormittags 317 paaren 
sich. 

25.7. Von ca 12 – 14:30 ist das ♀ 
432 fast immer im Kasten. 

Man hört es öfters zimmern. 

26.7. bis 30.7. Alle beide fliegen 

viel ein + aus bleiben länger 
drin. ♀ arbeitet oft + bringt 
Späne raus. 

31.7. Morgens 7:25 sicherte das ♂ 
4 Min in dem es nur raus 

sah. 7:29 flog es auf einen 

Ast davor + das ♀ sah raus 

und flog nach 45 Sek gleich 
weg. Im Laufe des Tages 

waren sie nicht da 
wahrscheinlich weil es zu 
kalt ist. 

I found the above hand-written note 
while sorting through old “stuff” of my 
father’s. To me it perfectly illustrates 
the contribution citizen scientists can 
make towards the knowledge of our 
birdlife. Unfortunately there is no 
indication as to who the author was. – 
Ed. 
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Vultures Namibia 
Mark Boorman 

felix@afol.com.na 

 

Vultures Namibia maintains a 
comprehensive database of all vulture 
records involving marked birds 

recorded in Namibia. This includes 
the original metal ring fitted plus 

additional markings such as colour 
rings, engraved numbered/lettered 
colour rings and patagial (wing) tags.  

Initially birds were fitted, apart from 
the metal ring, with individual 
combinations of colour rings but due 

to various factors including fading 
and loss of rings this system had 

yielded very few re-sightings. The 
more recent use of patagial tags has 
resulted in an exponential increase in 

re-sightings. This result has been 
further enhanced by the increased 
use of camera traps and digital 

photography. 

Data is used to analyse survival 
rates, juvenile dispersal, movement 
patterns etc.  

Reporting of tagged birds has been 
streamlined with a report form which 

can be accessed via the Vultures 
Namibia website https://www. 
vultures-namibia.com/report-a-tag 

and/or the Vultures Namibia 
Facebook page. The email address 
felix@afol.com.na can also be used to 

submit records. To give reporters of 
tagged birds a visual representation 

of a bird’s recorded movement Franz 
Klein has developed a tailor-made 
mapping programme. This, together 

with a life history of the bird, is then 
sent to the reporter. 

 

 
Map data © 2019 AfriGIS (Pty) Ltd, Google 

Tag no. Ring no. Date Species Locality Elapsed time since tagging  Km from last record

L471  G32317 12 October 2014 Lappet-faced Vulture Tsondab River -24.00000 15.52556 Tagged

L471  G32317 04 June 2015 Lappet-faced Vulture Gemsbokwater -22.95682 15.57612 0 years, 7 months, 23 days 116

L471  G32317 01 October 2016 Lappet-faced Vulture Gemsbokwater -22.95682 15.57612 1 years, 11 months, 19 days 0

L471  G32317 07 October 2016 Lappet-faced Vulture Gemsbokwater -22.95682 15.57612 1 years, 11 months, 25 days 0

L471  G32317 08 January 2017 Lappet-faced Vulture Garub area -26.66539 16.22225 2 years, 2 months, 27 days 417

L471  G32317 17 January 2018 Lappet-faced Vulture Garub diversionary site -26.53094 16.05439 3 years, 3 months, 5 days 22

L471  G32317 04 March 2018 Lappet-faced Vulture Garub diversionary site -26.53094 16.05439 3 years, 4 months, 20 days 0

L471  G32317 14 March 2018 Lappet-faced Vulture Garub diversionary site -26.53094 16.05439 3 years, 5 months, 2 days 0

L471  G32317 04 April 2018 Lappet-faced Vulture Garub diversionary site -26.53094 16.05439 3 years, 5 months, 23 days 0

Co-ordinates
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Short Notes 
Compiled by Neil Thomson 

batqs@afol.com.na 

 
All dressed up and no place to go? 

For many years we have had Red-
billed Queleas plundering the seed on 

our feeding table from late winter to 
early summer. The birds usually 

appear in late winter and stay until 
the rains start in earnest and then 
disappear until towards the end of 

the next dry season.  

We have observed male birds 
moulting into breeding plumage, 

usually from about October onwards, 
with many in full breeding plumage 

by the time they depart. 

In the winter of 2017 the Red-billed 
Queleas came to our garden early 

and in larger numbers than usual. As 
usual the males started moulting into 
breeding plumage but probably due 

to the poor rains the birds did not 
leave town as they usually do.  

We caught and ringed many full 
breeding plumaged males and a 
number of yellow-billed females until 

towards the end of February 2018. 
We then noticed that some males 

were moulting out of breeding 
plumage in late February and early 
March. 

We assume that the prevailing 
conditions had been such that the 
birds had elected not to make a 

breeding attempt due to a shortage of 
food on which to feed their young. 

A case of “All dressed up and no 
place to go!” 

Long-tailed Paradise Whydahs 

Further to Franz Klein’s article on 
gatherings of Long-tailed Paradise 

Whydahs (see Lanioturdus 51[1]), a 
picture taken in Otjiwarongo on 08 
March 2018 showing a similar 

gathering of nearly one hundred birds 
was posted on the Birds of Namibia 
Facebook page. This gathering 

appeared to comprise both male and 
female birds. At about the same time 

there was a report of a flock of about 
one hundred or more of these birds in 
Ludwigsdorf, Windhoek. 

The omnivores triumph 

Having bred up a large surplus of 
meal worms we took to putting out 

surplus pupae for insectivores in our 
garden thinking that this would be of 

special benefit to the resident 
Chestnut-vented Tit-Babblers. We 
soon found that the tit-babblers had 

no chance against the horde of 
African Red-eyed Bulbuls, House 
Sparrows and Southern Masked 

Weavers that outmuscled them to get 
the food. 

Likewise, we found that African Red-
eyed Bulbuls, Southern Masked 
Weavers and White-backed 

Mousebirds were the chief 
beneficiaries of the sugar water 

provided in the sunbird feeder which, 
until now, has hardly attracted any 
sunbirds.   

Another interesting observation that 
we have made is that the birds taking 
the pupae will consume all the 

available pupae before they will take 
shredded suet. When we put both 

pupae and suet out together the first 
choice of all the birds is the pupae 
and they will only take suet after they 

have consumed all the pupae. 

Siblicide in Little Grebes 

While staying at Farm Teufelsbach 
between Windhoek and Okahandja in 
late May and early June 2018 we 

noticed that several pairs of Little 
Grebes on at least three different 
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dams had small chicks with them. It 

seemed late in the season for the 
birds to have bred but since the rains 

had been late we assumed that 
conditions had been unsuitable for 
breeding until the dam levels had 

risen in March and April. 

At least two pairs of Little Grebes had 

four chicks, all of which seemed to be 
of similar size and which seemed to 
be existing together harmoniously. 

One pair, however, had only two 
chicks, one of which was 
considerably larger than the other 

and which showed considerable 
aggression towards its smaller 

sibling. The larger chick outswam the 
smaller to reach any food item 
brought by the parent birds and 

aggressively attacked the smaller 
chick, pecking it about the head and 

pushing its head under water while 
the parent birds were foraging close 
by. The adult birds did nothing to 

stop this behaviour. 

It seemed to us that the smaller chick 
would have had very little chance of 

survival and when we returned to 
that dam a few days later we saw 

only one chick with the pair of adult 
birds. It appeared to us that a deed of 
Cainism had indeed been done. 

Overwintering Chestnut Weavers 

We have, on occasion in the past, 

found numbers of Chestnut Weavers 
overwintering in central Namibia. In 
the winter of 2012 we trapped and 

ringed a large number of juvenile 
Chestnut Weavers between Windhoek 
and Okahandja. The following winter 

we caught a large number of adult 
birds, mostly males, at our Klein 

Windhoek home while in the winter of 
2015 we again caught a few birds at 
the ringing site between Windhoek 

and Okahandja (see Lanioturdus 52 
[2]). 

On 11 June 2018 we caught and 

ringed an adult male (rather 
surprisingly in partial breeding 

plumage) in Klein Windhoek and on 
19 June and 10 August we caught 
two more birds there. It would appear 

that at least a few birds again 
overwintered in central Namibia. 

Precarious nest site 

In the course of the winter wetland 
bird count on the Kwando River in 

the vicinity of Namushasha River 
Lodge in mid-July 2018 we observed 
Lesser Striped Swallow nests (some 

incomplete) on the river bank in 
recesses and under overhangs. As 

these banks are frequently undercut 
by the river and collapse into the 
water, these seemed to be 

particularly precarious nest sites. In 
addition to using manmade 

structures, Lesser Striped Swallows 
are known to build their nests on the 
undersides of tree branches, rock 

overhangs etc. We assume that these 
birds did not find suitable trees in the 
vicinity and opted for this high risk 

site. It seemed to us that the birds 
faced a race against time to complete 

their nests, lay and incubate their 
eggs and raise their young before this 
ever changing river again undercut 

and collapsed their bank. 
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Figure 1: © Neil Thomson 

Black-crowned Night Heron 

numbers 

During the wetland bird count on the 
Zambezi River near Zambezi Mubala 

Lodge on 17 July 2018 we counted 
fewer than a dozen Black-crowned 

Night Herons over a period of about 
five hours and a distance of some 
fourteen kilometres. That evening we 

counted the birds flying over and past 
our camp site and recorded an 

astonishing 168 Black-crowned Night 
Herons! It seems that either these 
birds roost on another part of the 

river or they were very well hidden at 
their roost sites during the day and 
were severely undercounted. 

Honey Badger foraging with Kori 
Bustards 

A Honey Badger foraging in the 
company of Southern Pale Chanting 
Goshawks is a fairly well documented 

occurrence. On 09 July 2018 Hugo 

Haussmann was astonished to find a 

foraging Honey Badger accompanied 
not only by a Southern Pale Chanting 

Goshawk but with two Kori Bustards 
and with at least a dozen Fork-tailed 
Drongos in attendance. The Honey 

Badger totally ignored the presence of 
the Kori Bustards although at times 

they were very close to the animal. 
This sighting occurred in the Etosha 
National Park on the main road 

through the park between the 
western Halali turnoff and the Etosha 
Lookout/Nuamses crossing. 

 

Figure 2:  © Hugo Haussmann 

Wintering grounds of Swallow-

tailed Bee-eaters 

In a note published in Lanioturdus 
51(1) I remarked on the absence of 

Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters in central 
Namibia in the winter of 2016. In the 

winter of 2018, while not completely 
absent from the area, we noticed a 
large reduction in the numbers of 

Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters we saw in 
central Namibia.  

On 12 July 2018 we travelled the new 

tarred road between Otjinene and 
Grootfontein and were amazed at the 

number of Swallow-tailed Bee-eaters 
seen along a stretch of about 100 km 
north of Otjinene. Could it be that in 

some years the birds from central 
Namibia move to this area some 230 

to 330 km north east of Windhoek for 
the winter months? 
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Flamingo movements 

A short note was published in 
Lanioturdus 50(2) on the epic 

nonstop flight of a satellite tagged 
Lesser Flamingo across the 
Mozambique Channel from eastern 

southern Africa to the west coast of 
Madagascar on 10 June 2016.  

After spending two years in 
Madagascar (and surviving Cyclone 
Dineo) this bird returned to the 

African mainland on 29 May 2018 
making a nonstop flight of 927 km 
and landing in Mozambique south of 

Beira. 

Repeat performance 

In a note published in Lanioturdus 
50(2) I wrote about our resident 
Chestnut-vented Tit-Babblers 

starting to imitate summer migrants 
as soon as the weather started to 

warm up in late August 2016, long 
before the arrival of these migrant 
species. 

We were treated to a repeat 
performance of this in 2018. For the 
duration of the winter we heard only 

the alarm calls of the tit-babblers. As 
soon as the weather became warmer 

in late August/early September the 
birds not only started to sing their 
own song but once again started to 

imitate both Diederik Cuckoos and 

African Paradise Flycatchers, neither 

of which had returned to the area at 
that time. 

We also noticed that one of the birds 
started singing (normal tit-babbler 
song) early in the mornings from the 

old nest that the pair used the 
previous summer and wondered 

whether the birds would reuse this 
nest or build another. As it transpired 
the birds did indeed make a breeding 

attempt in the old nest which was 
then destroyed in a wind storm. The 
pair subsequently built a new nest at 

the same site and made a further 
breeding attempt. 

An interesting recapture 

On 29 December 2018 I recaptured a 
female Red-billed Quelea wearing ring 

No. AP99980 at our Klein Windhoek 
home. I immediately realized that this 

was a fairly old ring but was 
nonetheless surprised to discover 
that this bird had been ringed as an 

adult female at the same location by 
Gudrun Middendorff on 05 January 
2012, just a week less than seven 

years before recapture. The bird had 
not been recaptured anywhere in the 

intervening period so one can only 
speculate how far it might have 
wandered in its long life. 
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Rarities and Interesting Observations 
Compiled by Neil Thomson 

batqs@afol.com.na 

 

A Woodland Kingfisher was seen at 
Farm Monte Christo in the course of 
the wetland bird count there on 02 

February 2019. This is at least the 
tenth consecutive summer that this 

species has been recorded there, well 
south of its recognized range. Other 
interesting sightings at Monte Christo 

included a Greater Painted Snipe and 
a Martial Eagle. 

Figure 1: Woodland Kingfisher © Neil 

Thomson 

On the same day the counters at 
Goreangab Dam were rather 

surprised to find 110 Maccoa Ducks. 
This is probably the highest count of 

this species anywhere in Namibia for 
some time. 

Two Glossy Ibises were seen at the 

Gammams Water Care Works on 2 
February 2019. 

Gudrun Middendorff and I found a 
European Honey Buzzard in the 
Rykvoet Street area of Klein 

Windhoek on 04 February 2019. On 
the same day we saw two Black 
Storks over Brakwater. 

On 05 February 2019 we were 
pleasantly surprised to find a 

Bennett’s Woodpecker (probably the 
least common of the woodpecker 

species occurring in central Namibia) 
at Okombahe. 

Figure 2: European Honey Buzzard © Neil 
Thomson 

A picture of a European Honey 

Buzzard seen at Midgard Country 
Estate was posted on the Birds of 
Namibia Facebook page on 07 

February 2019. 

The water bird count at the Cape 

Cross lagoons on 08 February 2019 
turned up three Red-necked 
Phalaropes. 

A Terek Sandpiper was seen at Walvis 
Bay during the water bird count on 
09 February 2019. An unidentified 

Golden Plover was seen there the 
same day but unfortunately it was 

not possible to determine whether it 
was an American or a Pacific Golden 
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Plover and the bird disappeared 

before it could be photographed. 

Twenty four Red-necked Phalaropes 

were counted in the saltworks at 
Walvis Bay in the course of the water 
bird count there on 10 February 

2019. 

Figure 3: Red-necked Phalarope © Michael 
Houlden 

Rather disconcertingly, a House Crow 

was seen at the Walvis Bay sewage 
ponds on the same day. This invasive 
alien species has been recorded 

several times previously at the central 
coast. 

Figure 4: House Crow © Neil Thomson 

The water bird counters at Sandwich 
Harbour found two Terek Sandpipers 

and a Eurasian Oystercatcher there 
on the weekend of 09/10 February 
2019.  

Danie Brand reported a Glossy Ibis 
sighting at Avis Dam on 13 February 

2019. This is in all likelihood another 

sighting of one of the birds seen at 

the Gammams Water Care Works on 
02 February (see above). 

Holger Kolberg reported two Pink-
backed Pelicans and a flock of about 
twenty Lesser Kestrels at Hardap 

Dam on 19 February 2019. 

Ursula Franke-Bryson caught and 

ringed a very far off range Ashy 
Flycatcher at Farm Hamakari near 
the Waterberg on 21 February 2019. 

Figure 5: Ashy Flycatcher © Ursula Franke-

Bryson 

On 24 February 2019 Wilfried 

Friederich saw a flock of about 60 
African Openbills circling over 
Windhoek before heading off in an 

easterly direction. 

Our trip to the north east of Namibia 

from 18 to 27 February 2019 turned 
up single Lesser Jacanas on both the 
Kwando and Chobe Rivers. In 

addition, numbers of Red-headed 
Queleas were seen along the Kwando 

River and Northern Grey-headed 
Sparrows were encountered at both 
Chobe River Camp and in Rundu 

while a Miombo Blue-eared Starling 
was also seen at Chobe River Camp. 
Rather surprisingly about sixty 

African Skimmers were seen on a 
sandy shore on the Zambezi River on 

23 February 2019 – it seemed rather 
late in the season for these birds to 
still be present in the area. 
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Figure 6: Northern Grey-headed Sparrow © 

Neil Thomson 

Wilfried and Sibylle Hähner also 

found Red-headed Queleas in both 
the Kwando Core Area of the 
Bwabwata National Park and the 

Mudumo National Park at about the 
same time. 

Figure 7: Red-headed Quelea © Sibylle 

Hähner 

Paul Gascoigne and Helen Pooley 
found the following in and around 
Katima Mulilo:- Three Racket-tailed 

Rollers plus a Great Snipe on 27 
February 2019, three Common 
Mynas on 28 February together with 

a sighting of a European Nightjar 
while a Yellow-throated Leaflove was 

seen again in the gardens at Caprivi 
Houseboat Safari Lodge on 01 March. 

Gudrun Middendorff and I saw at 

least one hundred Marabou Storks in 

the vicinity of the Kupferberg landfill 

site on 01 March 2019. 

Figure 8: European Nightjar © Paul 

Gascoigne 

Paul Gascoigne and Helen Pooley 
reported seeing five Wattled Cranes in 

the Mahango Core Area of the 
Bwabwata National Park on 02 March 

2019. 

A morning walk at Avis Dam with 
visiting birder Richard Thompson on 

03 March 2019 turned up a Glossy 
Ibis, four Marabou Storks and no less 

than ten Yellow-billed Storks. I was 
informed by Walther Hanke that 
there had been 100+ Marabou Storks 

there earlier in the week. 

Figure 9: Yellow-billed Storks © Neil 

Thomson 

According to a post on the Birds of 

Namibia Facebook page a yellow 
morph Crimson-breasted Shrike was 
seen again at Erindi Private Game 

Reserve on 06 March 2019. It is some 
time since I have received a report of 

a bird of this morph at Erindi. 
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Two American Golden Plovers were 

seen at Walvis Bay by Paul Gascoigne 
and Helen Pooley on 11 March 2019, 

one near the Protea Hotel and the 
other near the pump station on the 
Paaltjies Road. 

Figure 10: American Golden Plover © Paul 

Gascoigne 

Somewhat disconcertingly a Common 

Starling, another invasive alien 
species, was reported from Walvis 

Bay in early March 2019. 

Curt-Ingo Sagell found another Great 
Snipe, an extremely uncommon bird 

in Namibia, on a flooded pan near 
Katima Mulilo on 13 March 2019. 

Figure 11: Great Snipe © Curt-Ingo Sagell  

The Namibia Bird Club’s atlasing 

bash in the Hochfeld area from 21 to 
24 March 2019 turned up sightings 

of Lesser Kestrels on at least two 
different pentads while Gudrun 
Middendorff saw a pair of Red-billed 

Firefinches in Hochfeld, further 
evidence of the rapid range extension 

of this species in central Namibia. 

Figure 12: Lesser Kestrel © Neil Thomson 

Eckart Demasius informed me of his 
sighting of a flying Bat Hawk in Eros 

on 22 March 2019 although a 
subsequent search for the bird at the 

old roost in von Eckenbrecher Street 
proved futile. Eckart also reported at 
least ten Ludwig’s Bustards at Farm 

Krumhuk some 20 km south of 
Windhoek on 24 March 2019. 

Figure 13: Ludwig’s Bustard © Eckart 

Demasius 

Swakopmund’s long staying Black 
Sparrowhawk was seen again in the 

vicinity of the cemetery on 02 April 
2019. 
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Photographs of Red-billed Firefinches 

in Omaruru were posted on the Birds 
of Namibia Facebook page on 04 April 

2019 – a further range extension of 
this rapidly spreading species.  

Eckart Demasius advised that he had 

again seen a free flying Rose-ringed 
Parakeet in Swakopmund on 04 April 

2019 (see Lanioturdus 51[3]). 

Lise Hanssen found a group of at 
least ten Crested Guineafowl about 

30 km east of Kongola on 04 April 
2019. 

Figure 14: Crested Guineafowl © Lise 

Hanssen 

Eckart Demasius found a flock of 
about ten Black-throated Canaries at 

Wlotzkasbaken on 08 April 2019 (this 
seems to be a new species for 
SABAP2 in this extremely well atlased 

pentad) and the following day he saw 
both Black-headed Heron and 
Southern Masked Weaver in the 

Wlotzkasbaken vicinity, both unusual 
species in that area. 

Figure 15: Long-tailed Paradise Whydah – 
Provided by Danie Piek 

Danie Piek provided a photograph 

taken on 12 April 2019 of a partially 
leucistic Long-tailed Paradise 

Whydah at the Benguela Angling 
Club premises in Olympia, Windhoek. 

On 17 April 2019 I saw an African 

Harrier-Hawk in Windhoek’s 
Southern Industrial Area – my first 

sighting for some time of this species 
in town. About the same time, I 
received several reports of a 

Verreaux’s Eagle seen over Klein 
Windhoek. 

Mark Boorman and Franz Klein 

found a Lesser Sand Plover at the 
Walvis Bay lagoon on 19 April 2019. 

We were rather surprised to see both 
a Great Spotted Cuckoo and an 
African Cuckoo in the vicinity of the 

Omatako over the Easter weekend. It 
seemed very late in the season for 

these migrants to be present. 

A picture of African Skimmers seen in 
the vicinity of Zambezi Mubala Lodge 

circa the last week in April 2019 was 
posted on the Birds of Namibia 
Facebook page. The presence of this 

species at this time of the year can 
only be due to the extremely low level 

of the Zambezi River (See also above).  

Figure 16: Tree Pipit © Neil Thomson 

The highlight of the Birders’ Get-

together at Swartfontein Lodge in the 
first week of May 2019 was 



 

Lanioturdus 52(2) Page 35 June 2019 

undoubtedly the sighting (and 

ringing) of a Tree Pipit. It was 
suspected that this bird may have 

been a reverse migrant. This seems to 
be the first SABAP2 record for this 
species in Namibia. 

A very out of place African Jacana 
was seen by Eckart Demasius at 

Farm Neuras near Büllsport on 06 
May 2019 (see also below). 

More photographs of Red-billed 

Firefinches in Omaruru were posted 
on the Birds of Namibia Facebook 
page on 08 May 2019 (see above).  

Pictures of young Red-billed Queleas 
taken in Walvis Bay were posted on 

the Birds of Namibia Facebook page 
on 17 May 2019. This is a very 
unusual sighting at the coast and the 

only coastal record I could find in 
SABAP2 for this species was one at 

Wlotzkasbaken in May 2013 (see also 
below). 

On 21 May 2019 Rian Jones posted 

pictures on the Birds of Namibia 
Facebook page of two Swallow-tailed 
Bee-eaters which had rather 

surprisingly appeared on Mercury 
Island where they had remained for 

several days. 

Figure 17: Red-billed Queleas © Eckart 

Demasius 

Eckart Demasius reported a flock of 

Red-billed Queleas in his 
Swakopmund garden on 26 May 

2019 (see also above). Eckart was of 

the opinion that they had been blown 
down to the coast by the east wind 

which had been active. 

A photograph of a Monteiro’s Hornbill 
taken on 26 May 2019 at Farm 

Westerwald near Witvlei was posted 
on the Birds of Namibia Facebook 

page. This is a long way east of all 
SABAP2 records for this species. 

Eckart Demasius was extremely 

surprised to find a small flock of 
Helmeted Guineafowl next to the road 
at Mile 8 on 28 May 2019. 

Figure 18: Helmeted Guineafowl © Eckart 

Demasius 

In addition, Trevor Hardaker’s SA 

Rare Bird News Reports mention the 
following rarities etc. seen in Namibia 

since the beginning of February 
2019:- 

Yellow-throated Leafloves were 

reported again at Caprivi Houseboat 
Safari Lodge on 20 February 2019. 

An immature Egyptian Vulture was 
observed visiting a waterhole at 
Safarihoek Private Game Reserve 

adjacent to the Etosha National Park 
every day for about a week towards 
the end of February 2019. 

A Pectoral Sandpiper was seen at 
Twee Palms waterhole in the Etosha 

National Park on 23 February 2019. 
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A European Honey Buzzard was 

reported at Caprivi Houseboat Safari 
Lodge on 15 March 2019. 

Four Yellow-throated Leafloves were 
seen in the gardens of Caprivi 
Houseboat Safari Lodge on 30 March 

2019. Four of these birds were 
observed there again on 11 April 

2019 while the species was reported 
there throughout May. 

Single Fulvous and White-faced 

Whistling Ducks were seen in a 
borrow pit some 16 km east of 

Swakopmund on 05 April 2019. 

A very out of place African Jacana 
was found in the middle of the 

Messum Crater on 08 May 2019. 

A way off range Emerald-spotted 

Wood Dove was reported at the Dead 
Vlei (Sossusvlei) on 17 May 2019. 
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Bird Atlas Update 

Holger Kolberg 

holgerk@afol.com.na 
 

1 723 pentads covered 
631 species recorded 
8 618 full protocol cards submitted 

16.2271% covered 
523 species recorded in 2019 
539 full protocol cards in 2019 

 

 
Coverage map of Namibia; Grey squares represent ad hoc records, coloured 

squares full protocol cards – the colour indicates the number of times a pentad 
has been atlased. 
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Tracked Vultures 

Holger Kolberg 
holgerk@afol.com.na 

 
During November and December 
2018 several Lappet-faced Vulture 

chicks in the Namib-Naukluft Park 
were fitted with tracking devices. The 

trackers take a position reading every 
half hour and the distances given 
here are straight line measurements 

between the different points. Since 
the last report we have received the 

results of the sexing tests, so every 
bird now is identified as male or 

female. The period covered in this 
article is from 31 January to 31 May 
2019. 

 

F242 – male, Tumasview, tracker fitted 2 December 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 5515.4 km 
Total distance travelled since 31 January 2019: 4302.6 km 
Largest daily movement: 101 km 

Highest speed attained: 89.5 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 2301 masl1 

 

                                                 
1
 Metres above sea level 
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F247 – male, Ganab, tracker fitted 2 December 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 5852.7 km 

Total distance travelled since 31 January 2019: 5785.6 km 
Largest daily movement: 126.3 km 

Highest speed attained: 93.5 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 3901 masl 
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F248 – female, Dieprivier (Gondwana, not in the park but close enough!), tracker 
fitted 4 November 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 13196 km 
Total distance travelled since 31 January 2019: 11053.3 km 

Largest daily movement: 228.2 km 
Highest speed attained: 102.4 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 3413 masl 

 



 

Lanioturdus 52(2) Page 41 June 2019 

 

L718 – female, Tsamsvlei, tracker fitted 6 November 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 16138.8 km 

Total distance travelled since 31 January 2019: 12359.1 km 
Largest daily movement: 317.9 km 

Highest speed attained: 130.2 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 3413 masl 

Sadly this bird stopped moving on 17 May 2019 on a farm near Aranos, we 

suspect it is dead, probably poisoned (we are following up on this). 
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L722 – male, Tsondab Plains, tracker fitted 7 November 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 10971.1 km 

Total distance travelled since 31 January 2019: 8788.6 km 
Largest daily movement: 158.6 km 

Highest speed attained: 99.4 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 3368 masl 
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L727 – female, Kriess River, tracker fitted 9 November 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 8652.3 km 

Total distance travelled since 31 January 2019: 6946.9 km 
Largest daily movement: 121 km 

Highest speed attained: 98.4 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 2499 masl 
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L729 – female, Tinkas, tracker fitted 1 December 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 6891.7 km 

Total distance travelled since 31 January 2019: 5854.2 km 
Largest daily movement: 102.1 km 

Highest speed attained: 86.5 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 2438 masl 
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L740 – female, Volstruishoogte, tracker fitted 2 December 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 6490.8 km 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 5990.9 km 
Largest daily movement: 109.1 km 

Highest speed attained: 83.5 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 2849 masl 
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Membership Fees 2019 
African Birdlife, the magazine published by BirdLife South Africa can be ordered 

through the Namibia Bird Club. A year’s subscription (6 issues) of African Birdlife 
currently costs N$ 300.00 

 
Category (excluding African Birdlife subscription) 
Single member ........................................................................................... N$ 170 

Family membership (husband, wife, children) ............................................ N$ 220 
Junior member (all scholars and students) ................................................... N$ 90 

Pensioner ................................................................................................... N$ 120 
Corporate membership ............................................................................... N$ 700 
 

Namibia Bird Club Committee 2019 
Gudrun Middendorff (Chairperson) Tel: 081 240 3635 
Gertrud Piek (Treasurer) Tel: 061 24 1838 (home) 
Jennie Lates (Secretary) Tel: 081 299 0323 

Franz Klein (Website Manager) Tel: 081 210 1221 
 email: franzaklein@gmail.com 

Holger Kolberg (Editor Lanioturdus) Tel: 081 129 5163 
 email: holgerk@afol.com.na 
Sonja Bartlewski (Member) Tel: 081 149 2313 

Anita Zimny (Member) Tel: 081 280 2527 
 

Advertising in Lanioturdus 
We will accept advertisements to be published in Lanioturdus at the following 

rates: 
 

Full page .................................................................................................... N$ 300 
Half page ................................................................................................... N$ 150 
Quarter page ................................................................................................ N$ 75 

Small advertisement..................................................................................... N$ 35 



 

Lanioturdus 52(2) Page 48 June 2019 

 
 
 

 
 



 

Lanioturdus 52(2) Page 49 June 2019 

 



 

Lanioturdus 52(2) Page 50 June 2019 

Instructions to Authors 

Lanioturdus is a journal dedicated to birds and birding. Although the journal’s 

primary focus is on Namibia, articles from other geographical parts of the globe 
will also be considered for publication. Authors should use common and scientific 

names of birds as published by the Namibia Bird Records Committee (www.the-
eis.com/namibia-bird-list.php) or, for birds not on the Namibian list, the latest 
published IOC list (www.worldbirdnames.org). Note that bird names are 

capitalised e.g. House Sparrow whereas reference to a group is not e.g. we saw a 
flock of sparrows. Text should be submitted as a MS Word document. Photos, 

maps and figures should be sent as separate jpeg images, graphs as MS Excel 
charts or jpeg images and tables as MS Word or Excel documents. Please indicate 
in the article text where these should be placed. Literature referred to in the text 

of an article must be arranged chronologically as follows: Adam (2000); Adam 
(2000a, 2000b); Adam and Eve (2003); Adam (2000, 2003); (Adam 2000, Albert 
2001). For more than two authors, use the first author’s name followed by et al. 
(e.g. Adam et al. 2007). At the end of the article provide a full list of references 
sorted alphabetically and then chronologically, using the following format: 

Payne, R.B. and Payne, L.L. 1997. Field observations, experimental design, and 
the time and place of learning in bird songs. In: C. Snowdon and M. Hausberger 

(eds.), Social influences on vocal development. Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, UK. pp 57–84. 
Urban, E.K., Fry, C.H. and Keith, S. (eds.). 1997. The birds of Africa, Vol. 5. 

Academic Press, London, UK. 
Vergara, P., Aguirre, J.I. and Fernández-Cruz, M. 2007. Arrival date, age and 

breeding success in White Stork Ciconia ciconia. Journal of Avian Biology 38: 
573–579. 

du Plessis, M.A. 2005. Green Woodhoopoe. In: Hockey, P.A.R., Dean, W.R.J. and 
Ryan, P.G. (eds.), Roberts birds of southern Africa (7th Edn). Trustees of the John 
Voelcker Bird Book Fund, Cape Town, RSA. pp 162–164. 

 
 


