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Red ,rare and endemic 

No, that doesn’t refer to me but is the subtitle of 

Namibia’s red data book for birds that was officially 

launched last month. A red data book is a listing of 

animals or plants that are of conservation concern. 

More importantly, the listing also must include 

actions that can be taken to improve the status of 

the listed animals or plants. The publication of the 

book is an important occasion because it finally 

gives us something concrete to base our 

conservation actions on. “Actions” here being the 

key word because for at least nine species the alarm 

bells are already ringing loudly and if no remedial 

action is taken they will be gone within the next ten 

years or so. 

 

We should use the red data book as an inspiration 

and motivation to get out of our comfort zones and 

do something for our birds, they’re worth it! 

 

Happy birding! 

Holger 

 

Watch it! 

After plugging the raptor app in the last issue, my attention was 

drawn to the EWT Road Watch app. This app allows you to 

record road kills which are then submitted to a central database 

(don’t worry about the South Africa tag, it works in Namibia as 

well). The effect of our roads on wildlife cannot be 

underestimated: there are thousands of kilometres of roads in 

southern Africa and the number of animals killed on them must 

be horrendous. This, of course, includes scavenging birds that 

get hit when they try to scavenge other road kills. The EWT is 

trying to “put a number” on road kills and this is your chance to 

make a significant contribution which will hopefully lead to the 

identification of hotspots and the taking of remedial action. 
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Namibia’s Red Data Book for Birds 

Finally, after a wait of many years, the red data 

book for birds in Namibia has been published! 

Titled “Birds to watch in Namibia: red, rare and 

endemic species” the book presents detailed 

accounts on Namibia’s 71 red-listed birds. One 

species is considered extinct as a breeding bird, 

nine are critically endangered and 25 are 

considered endangered. Thirteen birds are 

vulnerable and 23 are near threatened.  Most of 

the birds can be slotted into four main 

categories: seabirds, scavenging birds, wetland 

birds and birds impacted by powerlines. The 

birds were selected using an internationally 

accepted set of criteria. 

The book gives a detailed account for each one 

of the 71 species, including a distribution map 

and a set of recommended actions that need to 

be taken to improve the status of the species. It 

also has accounts of Namibia’s 16 endemic (or near-endemic) species and then a section on rare and 

peripheral birds of Namibia. The introductory chapter gives a good background on the criteria and how 

they were applied, the data sources, a summary of the findings and some background on the natural 

history, protected areas etc. 

The group of seabirds comprises 19 species and the main threat facing them is a dwindling (or non-

existent) supply of high quality food and bird un-friendly fishing practices. Irresponsible use of poison is 

the number one threat to the ten species of scavenging birds and ten birds are also in the group that is 

most susceptible to collisions with powerlines. Wetland birds make up the biggest group (20 birds) and 

they also face the most threats: wetland degradation, loss of water quantity and quality, loss of riparian 

vegetation and disturbance at feeding and resting sites. 

At first glance the list of threats appears daunting but fortunately its not all doom and gloom. Namibia 

has some very progressive legislation and it is just a question of enforcement (and stiffening of penalties 

in some cases). In many cases laws are broken because people are not aware that such laws exist, so 

education and awareness creation should go hand in hand with stricter law enforcement. The fishing 

industry is already (on a voluntary basis) applying remedial measures to some fishing practices and the 

national power utility is fitting bird scaring devices to all new lines where these should pose a danger to 

birds. Some poisons have already been banned and there is a willingness to ban further ones if we can 

demonstrate their harmful effect on the environment. 

Yes, there is a lot more that can and should be done but it is up to us, the public of Namibia, to start the 

ball rolling and to keep it going until everything is in place to protect our red data birds. 
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Calling all Citizen Scientists! 

Your country needs you! What you can do to help 
save Namibia’s critically endangered birds 

Namibia’s red data book (RDB) for birds was launched 
in May 2015. Of the 71 birds on the list, nine are 
considered critically endangered and require 
immediate action to stop these species from going 
extinct within the next ten to twenty years. Listed 
below are the nine critically endangered species with 
the recommended actions from the RDB. 

1. Black-cheeked Lovebird Agapornis nigrigenis 

Recommended actions: Systematic surveys in suitable 
habitat east of Katima Mulilo. 

2. Grey Crowned Crane Balearica regulorum 

Recommended actions: Careful assessment of 
population numbers and implement the international 
single species action plan (SSAP, not yet published). 

3. Blue Crane Grus paradisea 

Recommended actions: Continue the current dry and wet season population surveys, marking of birds 
and tracking. 

4. Cape Gannet Morus capensis 

Recommended actions: Enforce legislation, draft management and oil spill contingency plans for each 
island, implement measures to improve sardine stock, ratify National Plan of Action for Seabirds, 
continue monitoring programmes on breeding islands. 

5. Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres 

Recommended actions: Implement the 31 actions listed in the Cape Vulture action plan which include 
actions pertaining to poison, provision of safe food, monitoring the population and information sharing. 

6. Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris 

Recommended actions: Surveys to assess numbers, breeding success and dispersal. 

7. Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 

Recommended actions: Genetic studies to confirm sub-specific status, studies of feeding and breeding 
habitat requirements. 

8. Pel’s Fishing Owl Scotopelia peli 

Recommended actions: Protection of fish and large trees along the Okavango and Zambezi Rivers, 
research to determine densities in Namibia. 

9. Tristan Albatross Diomedea dabbenena 

Recommended actions: Continued collection of reliable statistics on mortalities, ratify National Plan of 
Action for Seabirds. 

Citizen scientist actions: 1. Record all sightings of these birds (even dead ones!) giving a locality, date and 
time, and number seen. A photograph and coordinates would be a great addition to the basic 
information. Send this information to Holger (holgerk@afol.com.na). 

2. Look for metal and colour rings or wing tags on cranes and vultures. Many of Etosha’s Blue Cranes 

With apologies to Uncle Sam 
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should be wearing green colour rings with white letters. Many vultures have yellow wing tags with black 
letters. Again, a photograph and coordinates will be first prize. 

3. Think, before you buy and/or use any poison! Poisoning is still the No 1 killer of scavenging birds in 
Namibia. 

4. If you are a farmer, think about starting a vulture restaurant and start de-bushing if needed. Our 
vultures desperately need “clean” food and a regular source thereof. Many farms are so bush 
encroached that even if there is a carcass the vultures cannot land to eat it. 

5. Don’t eat sardines! Or at least feel a little bit guilty when you eat them. Our sardine stocks have been 
overfished with the result that seabirds now have to eat red goby which is nutritionally inferior to sardine 
(its like eating ProNutro instead of pap) and this results in reproductive failure. 

I am planning to start a “Red List” list where I report on sightings of the above nine birds and any other 
activities relevant to their status - the first update will appear in the next issue of this newsletter. 

And while we’re at it… 

Remember this booklet? First 

published in 1976, the Namibia Bird 

Club is planning to publish an 

updated version of this booklet in 

German and English. It will give 

short details of the 150 most 

commonly seen birds of Etosha as 

well as a complete list of all birds 

ever recorded in the park. But your 

help is needed—we need good 

photographs of the 150 birds 

mentioned above. The photos do 

not necessarily have to be from 

Etosha, but have to show the whole 

bird in a typical posture. Regrettably 

we cannot pay for the photos but 

you will be credited in the booklet 

for each photo. The list of birds can 

be downloaded from the bird club’s 

website www.namibiabirdclub.org 

as an Excel spreadsheet or else send 

Holger an email and he will post it 

to you. If all goes according to plan 

the book should be ready by the 

end of the year. 
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Bird Brain? 

Sonja Bartlewski from the Wild Bird Hospital submitted this amusing story: To enforce birth control in the 

aviary, the eggs of different species where exchanged with artificial eggs. The birds reacted very 

differently after the exchange. Perhaps something to do with the IQ of some bird species?? 

Rosy-faced Lovebird: She immediately realized that something is wrong. Left the nest box and started to 

build a new nest in another box. She even tried to throw out the artificial egg. 

Budgie: She sat on the artificial eggs, but after about 21 days realized that they are infertile and laid new 

eggs just in the same box. Then she moved the artificial eggs to the side and sat on the new eggs. 

Pigeon: She sat for 40 days on artificial eggs not even realizing that they had a different colour! 
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Bird Atlas Update 

The public holiday overdose in May certainly was exploited by the 

Namibian atlasers and many atlas cards were submitted. I was going to 

do a little study on when Namibians do most of their atlasing (my guess 

was May and December/January) but unfortunately there seems to be 

a glitch in the downloadable dataset on the SABAP website. I have 

asked Michael to have a look and hopefully by the next issue of NBN I 

will be able to present you with some results. 

Winter has certainly arrived and birding is perhaps not as much fun as 

it is in summer. Nevertheless, it is important to keep atlasing so that 

we can get seasonal coverage. Since there are no more long weekends, 

why don’t you do some backyard birding and record the birds you see 

in your garden over a weekend? Even if you only do it once a month, you will contribute significantly to 

the atlas. 

I will be off on wetland bird counts soon and will certainly try to stick to my intention to do one virgin 

pentad on every trip (apart from the pentads I regularly do during the counts), even if that means 

stopping in the middle of nowhere for two hours and recording three species! 

Keep atlassing! 

Holger Kolberg 

Regional Atlas Coordinator for Namibia As it stands… 

767 pentads atlased 

7.24% coverage 

137 active observers 

2507 cards submitted 
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Please never shoot at birds. Shooting in town is illegal and it is a crime to willfully kill or injure wild 

animals – please report to City Police!  

Before shaving palm trees think of the little ecosystem under the dry leaves and bark.  Protect liv-

ing space for reptiles, bats, insects and birds by keeping trees as natural as possible.  

Please train your dog - letting your dog hunt or chase birds is irresponsible and illegal! 

The illegal trade is driving many parrot species to extinction – Please only buy legally bred pet 

birds with closed rings and proof of origin.  

Consider enjoying birds in nature instead of buying them as pets. 

Please do not release alien species like parrots, pigeons, budgies etc. into the wild . They compete 

for food, nesting space and habitat with indigenous birds.  

Most urban birds nest in summer – Please do house renovations, roof repairs and tree trimming 

during winter.  

Before using a garden pesticide check the product and carefully read the label. Pesticides are poi-

sons that get into the food chain.  

If you love to watch birds place a water basin and feeder in the garden where cats cannot reach it.  

Help reduce the stray cat population by having your cat sterilised. 

Plant indigenous plants in your garden to attract indigenous birds. 

If you find an orphaned bird please ask for professional help from a rehabilitator - It is illegal to 

keep wild birds in captivity without a permit. 

Learn more about indigenous birds - join the Namibia Bird Club www.namibiabirdclub.org 

If you lost or found a tame parrot or pigeon please immediately report to: 
www.namibia-animal-awareness.com 

or 
petalert@africaonline.com.na 
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A visit to the Namutoni Environmental Education Centre 

Our friend Vilho from the EE centre in Namutoni sent in these pictures of children from the private school 

in Grootfontein having fun with the Blue Crane colouring-in book. 

Did you know? 

You can download the IOC World Bird List (latest version) from www.worldbirdnames.org. There are sev-

eral options e.g. a life list, master list or multilingual version. And even spelling rules for English bird 

names! 

Back issues of the Lanioturdus are available (for free!) from the Namibia Bird Club’s website at 

www.namibiabirdclub.org (click on the menu button in the top left corner). 
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Calendar of Events 
28 June 2015: Namibia Bird Club outing to Farm Finkenstein. 

12 July 2015: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

18 and 19 July 2015: Wetland bird count at Walvis Bay. 

25 and 25 July 2015: Wetland bird count at inland sites. 

9 August 2015: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

22 to 30 August 2015: Namibia Bird Club Kunene trip. 

5 September 2015: International Vulture Awareness Day. 

13 September 2015: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

27 September 2015: Namibia Bird Club day outing to farm Smalhoek. 

11 October 2015: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

17 October 2015: Namibia Bird Club at the Biomarkt. 

25 October 2015: Namibia Bird Club day outing to farm Wildbad. 

8 November 2015: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

22 November 2015: Big Birding Day at Monte Christo. 

13 December 2015: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

 


