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Its that time again... 

We’re back onto summer time, temperatures are 

rising and the first migratory birds have already 

made an appearance. Although spring hasn’t quite 

sprung yet (most of our country is still looking pretty 

dry) one does feel some kind of a buzz when out 

and about. Masked-Weavers are busy building nests 

and wooing the ladies, the male bishops are a 

mottled shade of red and male sunbirds are 

vociferously defending territories. Lets just hope 

that the vital ingredient called rain puts in an 

appearance sooner rather than later. 

 

This issue of NBN has a bit of a vulture flavour, but 

then, September and October are “vulture time” 

when we go out and monitor the breeding effort of 

these highly threatened members of our avifauna 

so this is just an aperitif! 

 

Happy birding! 

Holger 

 

Birds of Etosha Book 

Since publishing an appeal in the last newsletter I have been inundated with photos for the “Birds of 

Etosha” book and I would like to thank everybody that has gone through the trouble to mail or dropbox 

photos. We now have 103 out of the 150 needed but are missing some of the really common ones e.g. 

Crimson-breasted Shrike, Southern Grey-headed Sparrow, Black-chested Prinia etc. Please have a look at 

the list on the bird club’s website to see what we are still missing and send me some more photos so that 

we can have the book finished for Christmas. We also still need photos of the habitat e.g. the pan, 

mopaneveld, dolomites etc. 
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The guys from the north coming soon to study poison use across Namibia 
Andrea Santangeli 
 
Last year in October I joined Vultures Namibia during their yearly survey of vultures in commercial farms 
and in the Namib-Naukluft Park. I was given a Vultures Namibia hat by Holger with the promise to come 
back and study poison use by farmers in Namibia, and its implications for conserving vultures. 

As promised, I will be back (26th September) with a field assistant (Volen from Bulgaria) and Vultures 
Namibia hat, to study the use of poison by farmers across the country. The project will ultimately deliver 
crucial information regarding the extent and approximate hotspots of poison use in Namibia, which is a 
first step to initiate management actions to protect our beloved and endangered vultures from their 
number one threat. 

In practice, we will travel across the country, trying to get as many farmers as possible to answer our 
short and simple questionnaire. We will try to visit the meetings of local farmers associations to hopefully 
interact with many farmers at once. 

Organising logistics for such a project is challenging, especially when coming from abroad. Therefore, I call 
upon you to send information (place and date of the meetings of local farmers associations) to 
andrea.santangeli@helsinki.fi if you happen to have any such info, or to put us in contact with farmers 
who might have such info. 

Also, I invite you to spread a link (see below) among as many farmers as possible to a preliminary online 
survey regarding the availability of farmers to respond to our questionnaire: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1zrNI5TO2pGnU8nuInRJKMp6FHf3dfttfnsQLnShCYM0/viewform 

It is our wish that many farmers will be willing to participate, for the sake of their own farming activity 

and the persistence of the vultures in the skies of Namibia. 

(I want to appeal to all readers of this newsletter to please help and support Andrea and Volen as much as 

possible because this study will provide vital information for our struggle to save Africa’s vultures—Ed.) 

mailto:andrea.santangeli@helsinki.fi
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1zrNI5TO2pGnU8nuInRJKMp6FHf3dfttfnsQLnShCYM0/viewform
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Startracking… across the Kalahari 

On 5 June I received an email from Beckie in Botswana informing me that one of her vultures fitted with a 

tracking device was down “somewhere near the Nam/Bots border” and hadn’t moved for several days. 

Such a cry from a damsel in distress could not be ignored and I immediately sprang into action. 

I plotted the coordinates given by Beckie on my farm map. Voilà! Farm Rooipad, owner Mr J.S. Mennie 

and sons. Whip out the phone directory, check under Koës, nothing! Gochas, nada! Oh c**p—the 

directory is still from before the Rinderpest (note to self: get new phone directory asap) but we mos have 

the internet and our phone company boasts that their online directory is the most comprehensive and up 

to date one in the world. Search Namibia online phone directory for Mennie: result = no such name 

found! 

Holy Toledo, what is going on? Is this man living a top secret life? If all else fails, use Google! Type in J.S. 

Mennie and sons—tada! Top of the results is some obscure legal notice about the estate of one late Mr 

J.S. Mennie being auctioned off. That helps a lot if you do not know who bought it. Desperation time! 

Hey, Sherlock has nothing on me! Google the coordinates and sowaar google maps comes up with 

Kalahari Game Lodge! Whoopee! Go to their web page, find phone number, call. A friendly gentleman 

called Alex answers. “Sir, I have reason to believe there is a dead vulture on your property.” “There is a 

what?” Ok, explain the whole story to Alex and the initial confusion soon turns into complete excitement. 

Yes, he will see if he can find the dead bird. Just to confirm and make sure that this is no hoax I send an 

Kalahari Game Lodge guide Nicky pointing at the tracking device where he found it. 
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email to Alex repeating the whole story and giving the coordinates. Almost immediately I get a reply 

stating that as soon as they get a gap they will look for it. This is also soon followed by an email from the 

owner, Divan, confirming that this will be done. 

Fast forward two weeks and I’m about to embark on my wetland bird counts in the south. Pop off a mail 

to Kalahari Game Lodge, can I come by and try to find the device if you haven’t found it yet. Yes, no 

problem. On my arrival at the lodge I’m immediately referred to Nicky, the guide, and the two of us shoot 

off to go and (hopefully) find the device. We travel on a beautiful track over the red dunes until my GPS 

tells me that the device is about 1.6km away. Does this track go any closer? No. So off-road it is. 

Fortunately it is not too bumpy and the Driedoring is not too thick and soon we are within 5m of the 

point. Somewhere within 100m from here I tell Nicky and explain to him what to look for. Off we go. I’m 

looking for a big black dead bird. Nothing. Suddenly Nicky calls me: “Here it is!” He is squatting not more 

than 2m from the car. Indeed, lying on top of a small plant is the device. My footprints are right next to it 

but because it is not attached to a big black dead bird I didn’t see it. The Teflon straps are badly frayed, so 

the bird probably preened them to bits and the device fell off. High five time! Grinning like two Cheshire 

cats we returned to the lodge and 

after thanking Nicky once again I 

popped a chilled bottle of Namibia’s 

finest to celebrate. The 400km 

detour was worth it because we had 

retrieved a US$4000 device. 

The device has since been returned 

to Beckie and will hopefully be re-

deployed on another bird. Many 

thanks to the owner, management 

and staff of Kalahari Game Lodge for 

their hospitality and friendly 

reception given to me. Your 

cooperation in this matter is really 

appreciated. 

For the record: the bird was fitted 

with the tracking device on 28 March 

2013 and made several trips to the 

deep south of Namibia before 

chucking the device. Amazing! 

The picture above shows the movements of all of “Beckie’s 

Birds” - it seems they like the deep south a lot! Our bird is 

GR1LF. 
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The “Red List” List: Sightings May to August 2015 

This is the first instalment of the “Red List” list – sightings of Namibia’s critically endangered birds. It co-
vers the period from 1 May to 31 August 2015. 

 

1. Black-cheeked Lovebird Agapornis nigrigenis 

No sightings reported. A brief survey was done during July but no birds were seen. 

 

2. Grey Crowned Crane Balearica regulorum 

Two adults and an immature on the Chobe floodplains on 31 May 2015, pentad 1745_2455, reported by 
Marjorie and Gavin Blair. 

No birds were recorded during the winter wetland bird counts. 

 

3. Blue Crane Grus paradisea 

Twenty-three birds were seen by Wilferd Versfeld and Mark Boorman during the winter wetland bird 
count at Lake Oponono on 21 July 2015. 

 

4. Cape Gannet Morus capensis 

No sightings reported.  

 

5. Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres 

Several Cape Vultures have appeared on the camera traps set up at waterholes in the Namib-Naukluft 
Park, however, for the period under review there was only one sighting. On 3 May 2015 a bird with tag 
number C198 was photographed (funnily not by a camera trap!) near Ganab, making it the third re-
sighting of this individual in the park; it was ringed on 21 December 2013 at Blouberg Nature Reserve in 
Limpopo Province, South Africa. 

 

6. Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris 

No sightings reported. No birds were recorded during the winter wetland bird counts. 

 

7. Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 

No sightings reported. No birds were recorded during the winter wetland bird counts. 

 

8. Pel’s Fishing Owl Scotopelia peli 

No sightings reported. No birds were recorded during the winter wetland bird counts. 

 

9. Tristan Albatross Diomedea dabbenena 

No sightings reported. 
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Bird Atlas Update 

The bird atlas received another boost with the bird club’s excursion to 

the north-west in August. I am not sure how many atlas cards were 

completed but judging by the number of ORFs forwarded to me it was 

at least a brazillion! 

One of the ORFs needs special mention because it was for an albatross! 

Ek sê vir wat?!? Are these guys pulling my leg or what? Turns out it is 

an old trick because the PC data management system doesn’t know the 

Angola Cave Chat so you record it as some way-out bird which will 

generate an ORF. You then alert the regional coordinator about the 

true identity of the bird and the RAC can then fix it through the 

website. Easy! 

I’m sure people’s minds are slowly turning towards December and what to do in the holidays. Why don’t 

you plan a trip to an area where nothing has been done yet and atlas a few virgin pentads. Have a look at 

the coverage map on the SABAP website and pick your spot—it should be easy because we still have a lot 

to cover! 

Keep atlassing! 

Holger Kolberg 

Regional Atlas Coordinator for Namibia 
As it stands… 

830 pentads atlased 

7.83% coverage 

146 active observers 

2775 cards submitted 
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Calendar of Events 
27 September 2015: Namibia Bird Club day outing to farm Smalhoek. 

11 October 2015: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

17 October 2015: Namibia Bird Club at the Biomarkt. 

25 October 2015: Namibia Bird Club day outing to farm Wildbad. 

8 November 2015: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

22 November 2015: Big Birding Day at Monte Christo. 

13 December 2015: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

10 January 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

24 January 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

30 and 31 January 2016: Walvis Bay wetland bird count. 

2 February 2016: World Wetlands Day. 

14 February 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

28 February 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

13 March 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

19 to 28 March 2016: Namibia Bird Club excursion. 

10 April 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

24 April 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

30 April to 8 May 2016: Namibia Bird Club excursion. 

22 May 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

12 June 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

26 June 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

10 July 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

24 July 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

14 August 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

26 to 28 August 2016: Namibia Bird Club excursion. 

11 September 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

25 September 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

9 October 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

23 October 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

13 November 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

27 November 2016: Namibia Bird Club big birding day. 

11 December 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 


