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Slip slidin’ away... 

The last quarter of 2015 started off with rather 

depressing news concerning the world’s birds. 

When the IUCN released the latest red list 

assessment of the world’s avifauna the prognosis 

was rather damning. Forty more bird species are 

now facing a higher risk of extinction than in 

previous assessments. Some of us were aware of 

the bad state of the world’s vulture populations but 

I don’t think many of us expected to see e.g. waders 

make the list. 

 

However, there is also some good news in the 

report, with 23 species having their status 

downgraded because of excellent conservation 

efforts or better understanding of their population 

status due to scientific studies. So rather than 

letting the bad news get us down, we should let 

these conservation success stories be an inspiration 

to us to continue working and contributing to the 

conservation of our birds! 

 

Happy birding! 

Holger 

 

Wishing all our 
readers a merry 
Christmas and a 

birdful New Year!  
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Conservationists warn Africa’s vultures are sliding towards extinction 

Gland, Switzerland 29 October 2015 (IUCN) – Six of Africa’s 11 vulture species – the continent’s largest 
and most recognisable birds of prey – are now at a higher risk of extinction, according to the latest as-
sessment of birds for the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™, carried out by BirdLife International – 
an IUCN Red List partner. 

The main causes of the drop in African vulture populations are thought to be indiscriminate poisonings, 
where the birds are drawn to poisoned baits, use of vulture body parts in traditional medicine, and delib-
erate targeting by poachers, as the presence of vultures can alert authorities to illegally killed big game 
carcasses. 

Dr Julius Arinaitwe, BirdLife International’s Africa Programme Director, said: “As well as robbing the Afri-
can skies of one of their most iconic and spectacular groups of birds, the rapid decline of the continent’s 
vultures has profound consequences for its people – as vultures help stop the spread of diseases by clean-
ing up rotting carcasses.” 

“However, now we are becoming aware of the sheer scale of the declines involved, there is still just 
enough time for conservationists to work with law-makers, faith-based organisations, government agen-
cies and local people, to make sure there is a future for these magnificent scavengers.” 

Worldwide, 40 more bird species are now classified as having a higher risk of extinction in the 2015 Red 
List. Besides the vultures, these include many wading shorebirds, and other iconic species like Helmeted 
Hornbill, Swift Parrot, Atlantic Puffin, and European Turtle-dove. 

Conversely, 23 species of birds have been downgraded to lower threat categories. In some cases, this re-
flects a better understanding of how they are faring, but some species have undergone remarkable recov-
eries as a result of conservation action, including Seychelles Warbler and Chatham Petrel. 

“Vultures and other birds play a critical role in maintaining healthy ecosystems,” said Simon Stuart, Chair 
of the IUCN Species Survival Commission. “Their decline can have serious knock-on effects on other spe-
cies and the many benefits provided by nature. While it is encouraging to see some positive outcomes of 
conservation action, this update is an important wake-up call, showing that urgent efforts need to be tak-
en to protect these species.” 

The IUCN Red List is the world’s most comprehensive information source on the conservation status of 
plant and animal species, and BirdLife International is the official authority for birds. 

 

This article was copied ad verbatim from: 

http://www.iucnredlist.org/news/conservationists-warn-africas-vultures-are-sliding-towards-extinction 



3 

2015 Red List - vultures, shorebirds and other iconic species 

The plight of Africa's Vultures is big news for the 2015 Red List update, but a number of other important 
changes also grab the attention this year. 

Worldwide, 40 more bird species are now classified as having a higher risk of extinction in the 2015 Red 
List. Besides the vultures, these include many wading shorebirds, and other iconic species like Helmeted 
Hornbill, Swift Parrot, Atlantic Puffin, and European Turtle-dove. 

Conversely, 23 species of birds have been downgraded to lower threat categories. In some cases, this re-
flects a better understanding of how they are faring, but some species have undergone remarkable recov-
eries as a result of conservation action, including Seychelles Warbler and Chatham Petrel. 

IUCN Red List changes – summary in numbers 

24 bird species are now classified as having a higher risk of extinction (either Vulnerable, Endangered or 
Critically Endangered) in the 2015 Red List update of birds, with seven species being upgraded to Critically 
Endangered. Another 16 bird species have seen their status change from Least Concern (the lowest level 
of threat) to Near Threatened. 23 species have been downgraded to lower threat categories. 

7 species uplisted to Critically Endangered 

- Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus: Endangered to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 

- White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus: Endangered to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 

- White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis: Vulnerable to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 

- Rüppell's Vulture Gyps rueppellii: Endangered to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 

- Helmeted Hornbill Rhinoplax vigil: Near Threatened to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED. 
As well as severe loss of its South-East Asian forest habitat, the species is known to be targeted by hunters 
for its feathers and for its solid ‘ivory’ casque, which is used to produce handicrafts and traded with China. 
Previously, it was thought that capture rates may be relatively low as a result of the species becoming shy 
over centuries of hunting. However, recent reports suggest that the species is currently being traded on a 
large scale. 

- Swift Parrot Lathamus discolor: Endangered to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED. 
Breeds on Tasmania before migrating to the Australian mainland for the winter. Affected by extensive 
habitat loss (both breeding and wintering areas) and, in 2014, it was reported that the species is also fac-
ing a severe threat from the introduced Sugar Glider Petaurus breviceps – a small possum – in its breeding 
areas. 

- Chestnut-capped Piha Lipaugus weberi: Endangered to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED. 
There are fewer than 250 individuals of this grey songbird, which is restricted to a few fragmented forest 
populations on the northern slope of the Central Andes of Colombia. Continued forest degradation and 
clearance for construction, agriculture and commercial plantations in the region are having profound and 
long-term environmental impacts on the species. 

Wader/Shorebird species declines 

Eight wader/shorebird species have seen their threat status upgraded, including Great Knot Calidris tenui-
rostris and Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis. Both species, which have gone up from Vul-
nerable to Endangered, use the East Asian-Australasian Flyway and are under intense pressure from the 

http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=3372
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22695189
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22695250
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22695207
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22682464
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22685219
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22729457
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22693359
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22693359
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22693199
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loss of intertidal stopover habitat in the Yellow Sea region of East Asia. Up to 65% of intertidal habitat in 
the Yellow Sea has been lost over the past 50 years, and the remaining habitat is currently disappearing at 
a rate of more than 1% annually, owing to reclamation for agriculture, aquaculture and other develop-
ment. 

Several other more widespread species of wading bird have seen their status raised from Least Concern 
to Near Threatened. Populations of the Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica, Red Knot Calidris canutus 
and Curlew Sandpiper C. ferruginea are declining in East Asia and Australasia for the same reasons as 
above – but also in some other parts of their large world ranges, from Africa to the Americas. 

Two other well-known waterbirds concentrated in Europe, Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus and Eura-
sian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus, have also been uplisted to Near Threatened, owing to factors 
including the loss of breeding meadow habitat and overharvesting of shellfish, respectively.  

Main successes 

A total of 23 species have been downlisted to a lower level of threat. However, not all of these changes 
are down to actual improvements in the species’ plights, with many of the downlistings due to a better 
knowledge of individual populations and a more accurate revised picture of how the species in question 
are faring. 

However, one particular conservation success story is Seychelles Warbler Acrocephalus sechellensis. Once 
one of the world’s rarest songbirds, it was present on a number of Seychelles islands until human disturb-
ance reduced it to a single population of just 26 birds on the tiny (0·3 km²) Cousin Island in 1968. The is-
land was purchased by the International Council for Bird Preservation (the forerunner to BirdLife Interna-
tional) in that year. 

Subsequent intensive conservation management, such as the clearance of coconut plantations, which al-
lowed the warbler’s woodland to regenerate, and translocations to four other Seychelles islands, means 
that the population reached 2,800 individuals in 2014, with conservationists expecting it to rise to a ca-
pacity of around 7,000 birds in future. As a result the species has been downlisted from Vulnerable to 
Near Threatened. 

In addition, Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii, formerly one of the world’s rarest breeding seabirds, with just 
1,000 pairs in 1975, has seen its status improve from Near Threatened to Least Concern, due largely to 
the protection of its breeding colonies in the Ebro Delta in north-east Spain There are now more than 
20,000 pairs in the western Mediterranean. 

Chatham Petrel Pterodroma axillaris breeds only in the remote Chatham Islands, c. 400 miles south-east 
of New Zealand. Historically, like many Pacific seabirds, its numbers were significantly impacted by inva-
sive introduced mammalian predators, such as cats and brown rats. During the second half of the 20th 
century, the Chatham Petrel faced another threat in the form of nest-site competition with a much com-
moner seabird, Broad-billed Prion Pachyptila vittata. This led to a reduction in the Chatham Petrel popu-
lation at a rate of approximately 1% a year, and in 1995 the population stood at a low of around 600-800 
birds; the species was consequently listed as Endangered. However, following conservation measures, 
such as the installation of burrow flaps (which allow Chatham Petrels access to their nest sites, but ex-
clude the prions) and the translocation of the petrels to two predator-free islands in the group, the spe-
cies has been downlisted to Vulnerable. 

This article was copied ad verbatim from: 

http://www.birdlife.org/worldwide/news/2015-red-list-vultures-shorebirds-and-other-iconic-species 

http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22693158
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22693363
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22693431
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22693949
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22733462
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22714882
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22694313
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22697949
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/species/factsheet/22698106
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Do we really need falconry in Namibia? 
 
Hawking is a traditional form of hunting using trained falcons, hawks and eagles to hunt prey such as doves, crows, rabbits and 
foxes. By means of a bird of prey the hunter uses a natural “weapon” which gives the hunter and the hunted equal chances. 
Falconry involves hawking and breeding, trading and keeping birds of prey. 
 
Where falconry is legally allowed in order to practice it, the falconer must pass both a hunting license test and a professional 
falconer’s license examination before being allowed to keep and hunt with a raptor. In Europe and USA these tests are 
extremely difficult and strictly applied. In addition there are very strict laws and requirements regarding the keeping and 
training of birds of prey. 
 
The exact origins of hawking are unknown. It is thought that it spread eastwards and westwards from what is now Iran. The 
indigenous people of Kazakhstan still hunt using horses and eagles. In the Arab world owning and hunting with birds of prey 
has become a status symbol with huge sums of money being paid for hybrid (crossbreed) falcons, most of which are bred in 
Europe. 
 
In the Arab world hawking is no longer a means of procuring food but is a pastime with the Houbara Bustard the main target 
species. In Western Europe hawking and falconry is practiced largely as a pastime or in public falconries for educational 
purposes to create awareness and conservation. Falconry reached its peak in the Middle Ages during the reign of Kaiser 
Friederich II who wrote a six volume work entitled “De arte venandi cum avibus” (About the art of hunting with birds). 
 
None of this is Namibian. There is no age old tradition of hunting with birds. The original method of hunting in southern Africa 
was by means of bows and arrows and not with hawks and eagles. 
 
Birds of prey are at the top of the food chain and suffer not only from poisoning and egg and nestling theft but also from 
habitat loss and other forms of human induced changes and persecution. Many falconries, game parks and raptor centers 
endeavor to inform the public and create awareness of the necessity of protecting these beautiful creatures. Many participate 
in EEP (Europäisches Erhaltungszucht Programm – European Endangered Species Program) under which they breed, raise and 
train birds for release back into their natural habitat. The Golden Eagle, Peregrine Falcon and Bearded Vulture have all 
benefitted from this program. As well as the [Californian] Condor and Bald Eagle in America. 
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It now seems that a handful of people are trying to establish falconry in Namibia. I was confronted with this in a terrible way 
when I tried to save an injured Shikra in Windhoek. Sadly all I was able to do was pick up a dead bird which had been hit by a 
vehicle. The recklessness of Windhoek’s drivers is well known but an instance of falconry is something new. The dead bird had 
leather bands (jesses) around its legs. These jesses are used to attach leather leashes to the legs. The leashes are used to 
restrain the bird safely on a perch or on the falconers arm. This bird must have been held captive and escaped or failed to 
return after a hunting or training session. This is clearly a case of illegal falconry as falconry as a whole and the keeping of wild 
animals in captivity without a valid permit are illegal in Namibia although it seems that there are moves afoot to change this. 
 
Namibia’s ministries and people involved in animal rescue and welfare are confronted with many other problems and 
challenges. 
 
• Poaching is out of control 
• The illegal breeding, trade and transport of fighting dogs continues 
• Nobody knows how many parrots (both indigenous and exotic species) are bred and traded illegally 
•There is a black market in many types of indigenous fauna and flora 
 
And now we have to control falconry! As a pastime? As a lucrative business? As an alternative form of hunting? No matter what 
the intentions are, if Namibia legalizes falconry, she opens the door to shady breeders and traders, nest robbers and the trade 
in wild caught birds and to another form of animal cruelty. 
 
Although falconry is practiced in some of our neighboring countries, we must not create new problems by introducing an age 
old European/Arabian tradition that has no place in African life. Let us rather adapt conservation programs and law 
enforcement strategies and use them to protect our elephants, rhinos, lions and vultures instead of breeding falcons to hunt 
rabbits. 
 
Sonja Bartlewski 
Wild Bird Rescue 
Windhoek 
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As regional atlas coordinator I feel it my duty to make sure that the atlas coverage of our country is 

“adequate”. So if there are areas that are un– or under-atlased (which, in the case of Namibia is not very 

difficult) I try to arrange atlasing trips there. One of these areas happens to be the Tsaukhaeb National 

Park, much better known as the Sperrgebiet. 

For a long time I have been wanting to arrange a birding bash to said ‘gebiet but an expedition of this 

nature requires meticulous preparation because one cannot just pitch at the gate and say “Howzit!” and 

be let in. Oh no! To enter one needs a restricted area permit from the Ministry of Mines and Energy and 

to get one of those you need a certificate of conduct from the police which takes “at least six months” 

one is told when applying for one. 

The other part that requires meticulous preparation is the logistics. Wood and water are scarcer than 

diamonds in the Sperrgebiet and sufficient supplies need to be carried along. And just how much is 

enough beer?!? 

Finally, after negotiating all the prerequisites, we set off on our two-week expedition—we being Antje 

and Bernard Madden, Mark Boorman, Hartmut Kolb and Claire and Holger Kolberg. We met in that 

Sperrgebiet ! 
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Bird Atlas Update 

SABAP 2 in Namibia has certainly made some progress in the last 

quarter! Apart from the very successful atlasing trip to the 

Sperrgebiet, many other observers have sent in cards and our 

national coverage has flown past the 8% mark. If this trend continues 

we may well still hit 9% coverage before the end of this year. 

 

Keep atlassing! 

Holger Kolberg 

Regional Atlas Coordinator for Namibia 

As it stands… 

917 pentads atlased 

8.65% coverage 

156 active observers 

3203 cards submitted 

metropolis of the south, Rosh Pinah, and continued to Oranjemund at, as the name implies, the mouth of 

the rather un-mighty Orange River. We did our first atlas cards here although this was not a priority 

because these pentads get atlased regularly during the wetland bird counts. But after this we hit virgin 

territory! Every single pentad after this would be uncharted territory and we really felt like modern-day 

pioneers. 

The first week saw us cover (if one can call it that) the southern Sperrgebiet where we visited areas 

around Obib, Aurus and Boegoeberg before returning to Oranjemund to stock up on vital supplies such as 

beer and firewood. We then travelled to the northern Sperrgebiet, visiting areas around Gabusib, Tsaus 

and Kaukausib. The last night of our trip we spent in the ghost town of Pomona, -what a fitting end to an 

exciting trip. 

Although conditions were not ideal for atlasing—the area is very dry and most afternoons the wind was 

howling—and we only scratched the surface in terms of atlasing (there are 345 pentads in the park!), this 

was a significant trip in many ways. We extended the range of Gray’s Lark by several hundred kilometres 

to the south, found two races of Barlow’s Lark where only one was supposed to occur (which begs the 

question: are they really two races then?) and observed Western Red-footed Falcons a fair bit to the west 

of their western-most range limit. But most importantly, this pioneering visit will hopefully make future 

visits easier—and future visits there will be! 
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Calendar of Events 
10 January 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

24 January 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

30 and 31 January 2016: Walvis Bay wetland bird count. 

2 February 2016: World Wetlands Day. 

14 February 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

28 February 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

13 March 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

19 to 28 March 2016: Namibia Bird Club excursion. 

10 April 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

24 April 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

30 April to 8 May 2016: Namibia Bird Club excursion. 

22 May 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

12 June 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

26 June 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

10 July 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

24 July 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

14 August 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

26 to 28 August 2016: Namibia Bird Club excursion. 

11 September 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

25 September 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

9 October 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

23 October 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

13 November 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

27 November 2016: Namibia Bird Club big birding day. 

11 December 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 


