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To be, or not to be... 

… that is not really the question I want to ask and/or 

answer! But rather: to publish or not! 

 

In response to an article in the previous issue of NBN I 

received a letter from the Namibian Falconry Club and I 

had to decide whether to publish it or not. After all, 

falconry is illegal in Namibia. However, our constitution 

gives every Namibian the right to freedom of speech 

and freedom of association amongst other things. Also, 

I’m very much in favour of the saying “what’s good for 

the goose, is good for the gander” and it would be 

unfair of me to publish an article questioning the 

practice of falconry without allowing falconers to state 

their case. I withheld the name of the author on 

purpose because I don’t want them to be inundated 

with personal mails. Let’s keep the discussion in this 

forum and civil please! 

 

Birds of prey are amongst the most threatened groups of birds globally and any efforts to conserve them 

should be supported, be it falconry or the donation of red data books! I would like to commend the 

Namibia Bird Club on their purchase of N$10 000 worth of red data books for donation to schools and 

libraries. I am convinced that by making these books available as widely as possible we are taking one 

more step towards the conservation of not only our birds but all our natural heritage. 

 

Happy birding! 

Holger 
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Donation of Red Data Books 

In February the Namibia Bird Club donated copies 

of the Namibian red data book for birds to libraries 

at the coast. Books were donated to the Sam 

Cohen Library, Walvis Bay Private High School, 

PrivatschuleSwakopmund , Namib High School and 

Swakopmund High School. The books were handed 

over by Gudrun and Neil from the NBC and form 

part of a NBC project to donate red data books to 

libraries and schools in Namibia. 

Sam Cohen Library, Swakopmund, Brigitte. 

Walvis Bay Private High School, Mrs Eigelaar. Privatschule Swakopmund, Herr Daiber 

Namib High School, Swakopmund, Mrs Louw. Swakopmund High School, Mrs Hughes. 
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Response to “Do we really need falconry in Namibia?” 
The following letter was received by the editor in response to an article published in the previous newsletter, the author’s 
name and contact details are known to the editor. 

 
Dear Sir, 
Firstly, please may I compliment you on an informative and interesting publication which undoubtedly 
contributes to the knowledge of birds in Namibia and to dissemination of information on their 
conservation. 
In your December Issue, you published an article: “Do we really need falconry in Namibia”.  We would like 
to thank you for publishing this as it raises a valuable debate that may contribute to the promotion of 
conservation of birds of prey within Namibia.  Indeed, this article raises more questions than the one 
articulated within the title and it may be valuable to address these. 
The first question is raised by the photo of what would appear to be an immature Pale Chanting Goshawk 
killed by a vehicle on a highway and so its death cannot be attributed to falconry.  This bird has Aylmeri 
anklets on its legs.  The author correctly identifies these as attachments for button jesses and part of the 
“falconry tool-kit” for handling captive raptors.  These anklets are a fairly recent innovation in falconry 
and a safe form of “jessing”, comparable to bird rings, that prevent the unintended snagging of the hawk 
which may be caused by “traditional” jesses.   If we use the definition of falconry as “the hunting of wild 
quarry with a trained hawk in the natural environment”, then we will recognize that many people use 
falconry methods and tools when managing raptors and these would include falconers, rehabilitators, 
breeders, those involved in raptor displays and raptor researchers.  The author refers to the necessity for 
people who use falconry methods to be properly trained in their use and, in this, she is absolutely correct.  
It is of very real concern to falconers that other people may use their methods without proper training 
and use them incorrectly.  It is also of very real concern that falconry, when practiced illegally, is practiced 
in isolation without legitimate contact with other falconers and with neither access to training and 
mentoring nor instruction in valuable innovations.  The falconry clubs in Southern Africa all have a 
structured apprenticeship, mentoring and grading system.  They also regularly make their skills available 
to rehabilitators, researchers and others who have need to handle raptors.  
The second set of questions raised is whether falconry is practiced in Namibia and whether it is illegal.  
Under Namibian law, falconry is a prohibited hunting method that may be practiced under permit.  Thus 
the conservation authorities may, at their discretion, issue permits for falconry {This is incorrect: the 
Nature Conservation Ordinance is quite clear that wild animals may not be killed by any other means than 
shooting [para 40 (1)(a)(i)] - Ed.}.  We have indicated above some of the benefits which arise if falconry is 
permitted legally and these benefits are supported by the experience in Zimbabwe and South Africa.  
Indeed, the law in South Africa was identical to that in Namibia until the gazetting of the Norms and 
Standards for the Regulation of the Hunting Industry.  These Norms and Standards recognize the practice 
of falconry as a legitimate field sport and also recognize the role of the South African Falconry Association 
in the grading and accreditation of falconers.  The decision to take this step was based on the recognition 
of the role of falconers in self-policing their art.  In Southern Africa, falconers rely on a strictly regulated 
and entirely sustainable harvest of wild raptors for use in falconry.  Experience shows this harvest to be 
very small.  In South Africa, some 110 practicing falconers harvest about 30 raptors of a range of species 
annually.  These birds remain the property of the state, so there is virtually no trade.  Falconers, who are 
very aware of this privilege, police their practitioners very strictly.   Falconry is an extraordinarily 
demanding art which limits the number of practitioners.  Would a maximum of 30 falconers in Namibia, 
who may harvest some 10 raptors annually, cause any conceivable harm to raptor conservation?  With 
the support of legitimate falconers, we cannot believe that the administration of falconry is beyond the 
capacity of Namibian wildlife authorities.  We must ask the question, however, - how practical is it to 
enforce a complete ban on falconry without the cooperation of legitimate falconers? 
We must also respond to the main question of this article – “Does Namibia need falconry?”  Of course, a 
nation may have many things which are not needed but which contribute to the quality of life of its 
inhabitants.  Nations do not need football or golf or classical music or city parks or television.  All of these 
things contribute to the lives of the nation’s inhabitants and there is no reason to ban them unless there 
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is demonstrable harm or they impact on the rights of other citizens.  Why then, should we banish 
falconry? 
On the other hand, we contend that the answer to this question is an undoubted “YES”.  Falconry has a 
track record around the world which demonstrates its benefits and, even with an inevitably small group 
of practitioners, these benefits would accrue in Namibia. 
Falconers contribute to conservation globally.  Falconers in every country where falconry is practiced 
legitimately contribute in some way to conservation.  Historically the very first instances of conservation 
legislation were enacted for falconry, setting limits and controls on the access to wild hawks during the 
middle ages.  Following the collapse of raptor populations around the world as a result of DDT, the 
Madison Conference of 1965, which involved falconers and raptor researchers, led to the decision to use 
captive breeding as a restoration tool and the formation of the Raptor Research Foundation in 1967.  
Similarly, the Peregrine Fund was established in the USA to restore the North American Peregrine by 
falconers and, to this day, all members of the board of the Peregrine Fund are falconers.  Needless to say, 
this fund is now concerned with the restoration of many other species and it is involved all over the world 
(some instances of which are mentioned in the article on which we comment). The same involvement is 
seen in other countries where falconers have contributed, such as to the restoration of the Northern 
Goshawk in Britain and the “tree-nesting” Peregrine in central Europe.   In Southern Africa, falconers have 
been involved in projects with Taita Falcons, Black Sparrowhawks and the Crowed Eagle amongst other 
species and contribute very meaningfully to education and outreach.  On the global scale, falconers are 
active and represented in the IUCN, the Convention on Migratory Species, the Bern Convention, the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, CITES, and the Collaborative Partnership on Wildlife Management.  
The global representative of falconry is the International Association for Falconry and the Conservation of 
Birds of Prey, and this organization is funding and managing the first of the flagship projects of the Saker 
Global Action Plan, in collaboration with CMS/UNEP, BirdLife International and the IUCN.  Surely 
Namibian falconers would involve themselves positively in the conservation effort in Namibia. 
The role of falconers in the development of raptor management techniques and involvement in animal 
welfare measures related to raptors has already been mentioned and is well recognized.  The 
International Association for Falconry and the Conservation of Birds of Prey (IAF) is involved in the 
organization of international veterinary conferences to improve veterinary knowledge related to birds of 
prey and has set standards and guidelines for the welfare of falconry raptors.  Falconers all over the world 
contribute to and benefit from this effort.  Falconers are invaluable in the preparation of raptors, 
undergoing rehabilitation, for release.  This contribution is recognized and valued by many rehabilitators.  
In the Western Cape, a Rehabilitation Protocol has been developed through the consultation between 
rehabilitators, falconers, researchers and conservation authorities and this protocol has been promoted 
in other countries around the world. 
Falconry is a ”World Intangible Cultural Heritage”, recognized as such in 2010 by UNESCO.  Falconers 
were represented at the recent UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage held in Windhoek in November 2015.  It is true that falconry is not an indigenous 
practice in Namibia.  It is however practiced in at least 8 African countries (and some 100 globally) and is 
part of the cultural heritage of the Namibians of British, Dutch and German extraction.  Part of the benefit 
of a multicultural society is sharing of and respect for one-another’s cultures; so falconry is as much part 
of the fabric of modern day Namibian culture, as are the works of William Shakespeare. 
Namibia is a conservation success story in a world desperately in need of such stories.  A huge portion of 
the land surface of Namibia is formally conserved while the formation of conservancies in communal 
lands has led the way in extending conservation beyond formally conserved areas.  Hunting is a factor in 
this conservation effort and contributes significantly to the success.  Why then this fear of a minimally 
consumptive hunting method which demonstrably contributes to the conservation effort on a global 
scale? 
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2016 Ringers’ Get-together and Namibia Bird 
Club joint excursion – Farm Nomtsas, 30 April 
to 4 May 2016 

This year the ringers’ get-together will happen as a joint 
excursion with the Namibia Bird Club. The reason why 
we are doing this is that we want to introduce “new 
blood” to the ringers. Most ringers are members of the 
bird club but the converse does not apply and we are 
hoping that by exposing some of the bird club members 
to our activities this may entice them to become ringers. 

The get-together will be held on Farm Nomtsas of Lisa 
and Albert Voigts about 50km north of Maltahöhe on 
the C14/M31 road. This is one of the largest farms in 
Namibia and a section of the Fish River runs through it 
so there will be plenty of opportunity to atlas and do 
some ringing (just pray that some rain falls before then). 

Regrettably we have to restrict participation in this event to a maximum of 25 persons due to logistics, 
water shortage and available facilities. There are three rooms and the rest of us will have to camp on the 
farm yard (there is plenty of space). You will have to bring your own breakfast and lunch, Claire and Hol-
ger will cook supper for us all. 

Costs for the four nights are as follows: 

Rooms – N$3000.00 per room (sleeps two, includes dinners)  

Camping – N$900.00 per person (includes dinners) 

Nomtsas does not cater for large groups. Please bring along your own cups, plates, cutlery, snacks etc. 

If you would like to attend, please contact Holger on email: holgerk@afol.com.na before 15 April 2016. 

mailto:holgerk@afol.com.na
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Bird Atlas Update 

In May it will be four years that 

SABAP2 has been running in 

Namibia. This prompted me to 

attempt a quick summary of 

the project and its phenomenal 

success in our country. 

From May to December 2012, 

232 pentads were atlased. In 

2013 it was 365 pentads, 432 

pentads in 2014 and in 2015 

the total was 549 pentads. A 

total of 983 different pentads were atlased but this rises to 1 015 if 

one includes pentads straddling the Orange River which are deemed 

to be part of the Northern Cape. There are 79 pentads which have 

been atlased at least once every year from 2012 to 2015. Pentad 

2225_1700 has been atlased 119 times and 2230_1705 109 times. 

These two pentads include the Gammams sewage works and Avis 

Dam respectively and are regularly visited by the Namibia Bird Club. 

Seven pentads have been atlased more than 50 times and 60 

pentads more than ten times. One hundred and fifty-nine pentads 

have been atlased twice and 551 pentads only once. 

That we have achieved almost 10% coverage in four years is a 

tribute to the enthusiasm of the Namibian and visiting atlasers for 

this citizen scientist project. Long may it continue! 

Keep atlassing! 

Holger Kolberg 

Regional Atlas Coordinator for Namibia 

As it stands… 

985 pentads atlased 

9.29% coverage 

172 active observers 

3551 cards submitted 

2012 

2013 

2014 

2015 

All Years 
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A Damara Tern feeding its chick at the Mile 4 Saltworks photographed by Hugo Haussmann in February. 
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Calendar of Events 
19 to 28 March 2016: Namibia Bird Club excursion. 

10 April 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

24 April 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

30 April to 8 May 2016: Ringers’ Get-together and Namibia Bird Club excursion. 

22 May 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

12 June 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

26 June 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

9 and 10 July 2016: Wetland bird count at Walvis Bay. 

24 July 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

14 August 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

26 to 28 August 2016: Namibia Bird Club excursion. 

11 September 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

25 September 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

9 October 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

23 October 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

13 November 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

27 November 2016: Namibia Bird Club big birding day. 

11 December 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 


