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Caring for seabirds at the Lüderitz seabird rehabilitation facility  

Jessica Kemper 

The small seabird rehabilitation facility at Lüderitz, which belongs to the Ministry of Fisheries and 

Marine Resources (MFMR), can hold up to about 50 birds. I have managed this facility since 

June 2000 as a volunteer, in collaboration with some staff from MFMR’s Lüderitz office. The 

majority of our “patients” are penguins, including oiled, injured or starved individuals, as well as 

abandoned chicks. Over the years we have also cared for small numbers of Cape Gannets, 

Cape Cormorants and Hartlaub’s Gulls, and, on the rare occasion, Swift Terns, Greater 

Flamingos, Wilson’s Storm-Petrels and even an abandoned South African Shelduck chick.  

Most of the birds that are admitted to the facility originate 

from one of the three seabird breeding islands in southern 

Namibia that are permanently staffed by MFMR personnel 

(Mercury, Ichaboe and Possession islands) or from Halifax 

Island, which is 

regularly monitored. 

Others come from 

the Swakopmund / 

Walvisbay area and 

have already 

received care at the 

Swakopmund Seabird Rehabilitation facility, run by Sandra 

Dantu and Mark Boorman. The rest of our patients are 

reported from Lüderitz and surrounding areas by members 

of the public.  

Oiled Hartlaub’s Gull “Slipway” 

Oiled penguins waiting to be washed 

The Lüderitz seabird rehabilitation facility 

© K. Ludynia 
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The number of birds receiving care at 

the facility at any one time varies 

greatly – sometimes we have no 

patients for several months. At other 

times we have a lot of birds, especially 

when there has been an oiling incident. 

Luckily we have not had to face a 

major oil spill to date. However, we 

have had several incidents over the 

last 16 years where more than 30 

penguins needed to be rescued, 

washed and nursed back to health. 

The most notable of these was in April 

2009, when altogether 171 oiled 

penguins were rescued from all four islands. Although we managed to stabilise and wash all of them, 

our facility was overcrowded and we were unable to give the best possible care to all penguins. 

Thanks to our ongoing good relationship with the Southern African Foundation for the Conservation 

of Coastal Seabirds (SANCCOB), we were able to evacuate the 129 strongest penguins to 

SANCCOB’s facility in Cape Town for further rehabilitation.  

Various organisations and individuals were instrumental in 

carrying the costs for the evacuation and the rehabilitation 

of the penguins cared for in Lüderitz, including the 

Namibia Bird Club, whose special fundraising efforts at the 

time proved to be extremely valuable. Only six penguins 

were lost during this rescue (four in Lüderitz and two at 

SANCCOB); the other 165 penguins were successfully 

rehabilitated, ringed and released. Most of them have 

been seen subsequently on the Namibian islands, and 

many have been recorded breeding, clearly making the 

rescue and 

rehabilitation a 

worthwhile 

endeavour in the 

ongoing effort to 

conserve this 

endangered 

species.  

 

Penguin chick “Shadow” and his buddy 

Some of the 2009 oil spill penguins after 

being washed 

Force-feeding a penguin requires skill 

and patience 

©K. Grobler  

©J-P Roux  
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The biggest expense during seabird 

rehabilitation is fish; a penguin usually will eat 

between four and eight sardines per day, 

depending on the condition of the bird and the 

size of the sardines. At the Lüderitz seabird 

rehabilitation facility, MFMR has a budget to 

carry this expense. However, this budget is 

limited, and additional fish sometimes needs to 

be bought from donations, especially during 

times when there is a large influx of birds.  

Other sundry costs (e.g. water, infrastructure 

maintenance, and some basic equipment and 

medication) are also generally covered by 

MFMR, but often need to be 

supplemented by donations. 

Additional expenses, not covered by 

MFMR, include petrol, for example to 

rescue birds from the Lüderitz 

peninsula. As Lüderitz has no 

veterinary clinic, it is sometimes 

necessary to transfer birds to 

Swakopmund or to take them to 

Keetmanshoop for emergency 

surgery. We are lucky that to date all 

veterinary treatment has been 

gratuitous, and are particularly 

thankful to the Swakop Veterinary 

Clinic for their generous support.  

2015 was a distinctly quiet year, with only 30 penguins, two gannets and one cormorant coming 

through the Lüderitz seabird rehabilitation facility. By contrast, May 2016 is proving to be busy with 

16 penguins currently being cared for in 

Lüderitz. Eleven of these were found oiled 

on Mercury Island and are now recovering 

after being cleaned. In addition there are two 

adult penguins from Ichaboe Island that 

were bitten by seals. They had been sent to 

Swakopmund in March for veterinary 

treatment and received subsequent care by 

Sandra Dantu and Mark Boorman before 

returning to Lüderitz; their wounds are 

healing nicely. Two young birds are 

receiving treatment for an injured shoulder / 

eye, and one abandoned chick from Mercury 

Island is being raised.  

 

“Croc” being stitched up by the Keetmanshoop state 

veterinarian 

Transferring three penguins to Lüderitz by road 

Swimming (and subsequent preening) is mandatory 

during recovery after being oiled and washed 
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I would herewith like to extend a BIG thank you for the valuable financial support the seabird 

rehabilitation effort in Lüderitz has received over the years from the Namibia Bird Club. Your 

donations have been helping us immensely, especially during emergency situations. 
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Swakopmund Seabird Rehabilitation and Penguin Rescue Report 2015 

Sandra Dantu 

2015 proved to be another busy year on the 
Seabird Rehabilitation front with 24 admissions 
– 21 African Penguins, 1 Barn Owl, 1 Greater 
Flamingo and 1 Common Tern. 

In June the central coastline delivered 5 oiled 
penguins. Despite Eric Haase of the Polytechnic 
of Namibia searching satellite images, the source 
of the oil was not found with any certainty.  

All were cleaned and released successfully. 
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An interesting phenomenon was noted for the first time. A number of penguins came in with what 
initially looked like minor wounds of the feet. Small shallow ulcers that eventually coalesced appeared 
after a few days, followed by dry gangrene and subsequent loss of the digits. 

The strangest of all was a bird with the 
mandible completely missing. 

We lost 5 of the penguins, as well as the 
flamingo. The owl was sent to Liz Komen at 
NARREC. 

And finally, one of many happy endings – penguin 
S25047 (The Main Man), who swam all the way 
home to Halifax Island, Lüderitz, from Swakopmund, 
looking all healthy and portly. 
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I would like to thank the following for their support: 

All the staff at the Swakop Vet Clinic for veterinary support 

Etosha Fishing Corporation for fish 

Paul and Cathy of Leon’s Tackle Shop for fish 

Namibia Bird Club for financial support 

Andre Pienaar for financial support 

Staff of the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources especially Anja Kreiner for arranging relocation by 
sea and Jean-Paul Roux, Tony Delport and Anita Wolff for relocation by road to Lüderitz 

Eric Haase for sourcing the satellite images of the oil spill 

Jessica Kemper for continuing care in Lüderitz, and The Main Man’s photo 

Mark Boorman for moral support and understanding 

 

Rackie 

(The following contribution has been translated from an 

email received by Sonja of Wild Bird Rescue) 

Dear Sonja 

I am sending you two photos of Rackie. She is happy and 

doing well and provides us with a lot of enjoyment. 

Although she catches her own beetles and grasshoppers, 

she is still very devoted. She observes where I am and 

then enters the kitchen via the door or window. The dogs, 

in the mean time, consider this veeery normal. 

She then begs for extra morsels or lays siege to her can of 

worms (filled with grubs) and creates until I open it. Often 

she also just looks for company. Tells me long stories 

accompanied by bows and humping her back. Yesterday 

evening I took the dogs for a walk and she again 

accompanied us the whole way. She flies a bit ahead, sits 

in a tree and waits until we catch up and so it continues. 

On the way back it doesn’t take long for her to catch up to 

us and accompany us home. It must be quite a sight for 

strangers—here comes a person with six dogs and a bird… 

Last Monday I had a laugh whilst brushing the dogs. 

Rackie soon joined us (six dogs and me). She sat next to the old wolf and chatted to us. All the dogs joined 

the conversation. Then Rackie jumped on the dog’s pointed nose, that’s what its there for after all, and 

climbed onto its head between the ears. Rackie obviously was of the opinion that the dog is old and of 

bad hearing so she has to whisper directly into its ears! And so I continued brushing all the dogs in turn. 

With the six months old Airedale male there was a similar lack of respect. I brushed Raudi and Rackie 
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came and sat next to his front paw and continued chattering. Nobody 

harms anyone. Of course, I am there and the dogs know that this 

Miesies is kwaai. But I don’t even need to warn; Rackie has her place, 

is respected and belongs. She has earned the respect herself. She 

doesn’t move or flap excitedly if a dog gets reeeal close to her. That is 

how it is and we must all accept that and should one get too close it 

zap! gets pecked on the nose. Rackie is the boss and really warms our 

hearts. 

Warm regards 

Iris 

Wild Bird Rescue 

Sonja Bartlewski 

Just so that I don’t get bored, I received 

seven guineafowl chicks with a surrogate 

hen from a riding stable. The employees 

of the stable had found a guinea-fowl 

nest with eggs while cutting grass and 

took the eggs. My friend put the eggs 

under a tame hen and she hatched them 

and is the coolest mum in the world. If I 

get too close to her “children” she 

charges at me and kicks my shins! We 

want to release the guinea-fowl again at 

the stables so we are not taming them and only will keep them until they are big enough. 

I also have an injured Rosy-faced Lovebird that is recovering from a bite by a Dachshund. When it was 

brought to me I got a fright because there was blood on the bird’s bill. “No, no”, said the man, “that is 

blood from the Dachshund, it is now missing a part of its lip!” 

Last week I released a nightjar. It was brought to me with 

a broken leg a day before we were going on holiday and 

travelled through the country with us for ten days. The 

leg healed well and it put on six grams while on holiday. 

Last Friday it was released at dusk back into its territory 

at Brakwater. 

At the beginning of February someone brought Gudrun a 

tree trunk with a hole in it. Whilst cutting down a tree the 

people had noticed that it contained a bird. Shaking and 
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Bird Atlas Update 

Namibians enjoyed a plethora of public holidays in March and May 

and the effects of these were certainly reflected in the atlas 

coverage. 

With a bird club outing to the “far east” (Buitepos) in March and then 

a joint excursion between the bird club and the bird ringers to the 

area around Maltahöhe in May, many virgin pentads were atlased 

(with the expected ORF overload to yours truly!). We managed to 

sneak past the 10% coverage mark during that period—well done 

team! 

However, probably the best news regarding the atlas comes from the 

Namibia Bird Club. At its last committee meeting it was decided to donate 

N$10 000 
to SABAP 2 in order to support this vital project. The donation 

comes with a challenge to all other southern African bird clubs to 

equal or better this gesture. If a club with less than 200 members 

can come up with a donation of this size, just imagine what some 

of the bigger clubs can do... 

Keep atlassing! 

Holger Kolberg 

Regional Atlas Coordinator for Namibia 

As it stands… 

1081 pentads atlased 

10.19% coverage 

183 active observers 

3917 cards submitted 

knocking didn’t help so I carefully cut open the trunk and a young honeyguide appeared. It was really cute 

and affectionate and immediately took food. After two weeks it was grown up and didn’t want to know 

me anymore. It was released on farm Aris where it hopefully is helping the badger to keep the hornbill 

nestboxes free of bees. 

In February this Familiar Chat 

still appeared every morning to 

collect its portion of meal 

worms, long after it had been 

released. 
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Calendar of Events 
26 June 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

9 and 10 July 2016: Wetland bird count at Walvis Bay. 

16 and 17 July 2016: Wetland bird counts inland. 

24 July 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

14 August 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

26 to 28 August 2016: Namibia Bird Club excursion. 

3 September 2016: International Vulture Awareness Day celebration in Swakopmund. 

11 September 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

25 September 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

9 October 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 

23 October 2016: Namibia Bird Club day outing. 

13 November 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Gammams water works. 

27 November 2016: Namibia Bird Club big birding day. 

11 December 2016: Namibia Bird Club morning walk at Avis Dam. 


