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About the Namibia Bird Club 
The Namibia Bird Club was founded in 1962 and has been active since then. The 

club’s mission is to contribute to Namibian ornithology by, amongst other things, 
arranging regular birding outings, conducting bird ringing and atlasing 

excursions and educating the public about the value of birds. To achieve this, we 
organise monthly visits to interesting birding sites around Windhoek as well as 
regular visits to Avis Dam and the Gammams Water Care Works and occasional 

weekend trips further afield. Bird club members also participate in the African 
Waterbird Census twice a year. 

Experienced birders are more than happy to help beginners and novices on these 
outings. If you have a transport problem or would like to share transport please 
contact a committee member. Depending on the availability of speakers and 

suitable material we present occasional lecture or video evenings at the Namibia 
Scientific Society premises. Members receive the bird club’s journal, Lanioturdus 

and outings and events are advertised on the club’s website 
www.namibiabirdclub.org. 

The Namibia Bird Club is not affiliated to any global or regional organisation and 

relies entirely on members’ subscriptions and donations to fund its activities. 

The opinions expressed in this journal are those of the authors and not 

necessarily those of the Namibia Bird Club or its committee. 
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It is with deep sorrow that the Namibia Bird Club learned of the passing of its 
member 

 

Konstanze Strack 
 

Our condolences and thoughts are with the family. 
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European Roller migration 
Valeria Jennings 

vmf.jennings@gmail.com 
 

 
 

This map shows the migration of an 

adult male European Roller (Coracias 
garrulus) who was equipped with a 

solar-powered GPS at the end of the 
2018 breeding season, and who 

returned to its nesting site the 
following spring. Dot colour is speed, 
redder being faster.  

As part of Ornis italica, one of the 
leading associations of Italian 

ornithologists, we started monitoring 
the European Rollers breeding in 
northern Lazio, central Italy, in 2011. 

Through a collaboration with one of 
the national electric companies we 

started installing nest-boxes on 

pylons. Estimates previous to our 
project report around 70 pairs 

breeding in our study area, and while 
a new census is required the increase 
in nesting site availability gives us 

hope for what will be found out.  

Last year we decided to test the 

feasibility of tracking individuals via 
GPS tags. We deployed four tags on 
adults capturing them at the nests. 

We could download the data through 
a base station with a 300m range, so 
we had some information on the 

foraging movements of these birds 
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just before their southbound 

migration, but we had no idea about 
their location once they left on the 

first days of September.  

On 3 May 2019 while checking the 
state of roller n. 1203’s nest-box, we 

found him. He was perching on a 
fence with his partner, flying briefly 

to the ground to catch bugs to eat, 
just a few dozen metres from his nest 
the previous year. We had location 

data every 20 minutes while in the 
breeding area, and every 2 hours 
during migration, which took place at 

night. 

He left his nesting area on September 

5th, and in just two days was 550 km 
down in southern Italy, where he 
stopped to recharge before crossing 

the open sea. He flew 800 km over 
the Ionian Sea in approximately 14 

hours, leaving the Italian coast at 
around 7 PM and entering Libya at 9 
AM the next morning. Reported speed 

during this part went up to 63 kph, 
and altitude increased steadily from 
900 m to 1700m asl.  

A striking feature visible from the 
map is the speed reached over the 

Sahara Desert. The roller crossed 
Libya flying up to 100 kph. The most 
exceptional feats were reached during 

this leg of the spring migration 
though, when he flew steadily faster 

and higher until reaching 113 kph 
and 4000 m asl just before crossing 
the Tyrrhenian Sea. There are very 

few white dots in the Sahara. These 
are stop-over sites, like mount Tahat 

in Ahaggar National Park in Algeria 

on the way back to Europe.  

After a 2.5-months crossing of Africa 

through Chad, Central African 
Republic, DRC and Angola, roller 
1203 crossed the border of Namibia 

on November 25. He stayed mostly 
around Etosha National Park, 

especially in two areas to the east 
and south of the Etosha Pan. On 
February 23 it was time to start its 

journey back. Instead of following the 
same path as in autumn, he turned 
west through Cameroon and crossed 

the desert over Mali, Algeria and 
Tunisia. 

We do not have GPS fixes in Sicily or 
other land in the Tyrrhenian Sea, in 
fact it seems it went straight to the 

Italian peninsula around Naples.  

We will capture and tag other 

breeding birds this year, and we are 
still waiting for the other tagged 
rollers to come back to the nesting 

site, so that we can cross all data and 
explore what kind of behaviour these 
European Rollers have during 

migration, and whether all of them 
winter in the same areas of Namibia.  

Some summary statistics on this 
roller’s path: 

Tot length: 16650 km 

Max altitude: 4003 m asl (3800 m 
above ground) 

Max speed: 113 kph 
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How long do small birds live? 
Neil Thomson 

batqs@afol.com.na 
 

We are frequently asked the question 
“How long do birds live?” 

Obviously, there is no “one size fits 
all” answer as some species live much 
longer than others. Large birds with 

slow reproductive cycles often live 
very long lives. An exceptional 

example of this is Great White Pelican 
“Methuselah” which was ringed as a 
chick on the artificial guano island 

near Walvis Bay on 30 December 
1972 and recovered at Walvis Bay on 
27 November 2015, 42 years 10 

months and 28 days later (see 
Lanioturdus 49 [3]). A similar case is 

the Martial Eagle that was ringed as a 
chick on the Nossob River on 06 July 
1984 and recovered 31 years 5 

months and 14 days later in 
December 2015 when it was found 

drowned in a farm dam (see 
Lanioturdus 50 [2]). But it is not only 
large birds that are long lived. In 

Lanioturdus 47 [2] mention is made 
of a Common Tern which was ringed 
on 13 July 1980 and seen at Walvis 

Bay on 09 March 2014, 33 years 7 
months and 24 days after being 

ringed. 

Only when birds are ringed as 
nestlings or fledglings can their age at 

recapture/recovery be accurately 
determined. When older birds are 

ringed their age in usually impossible 
to determine accurately except in 
species which have varying immature 

and juvenile plumages where it may 
be possible to tell whether the bird in 

question is, for example, a first, 
second or third year bird. 

While small birds are usually not as 

long lived as large ones, it is 
surprising just how long some of our 
small birds do live. It is generally 

accepted though that many small 
birds live a lot longer in our relatively 

mild climate than do their 
counterparts in harsher climates in 
the northern hemisphere in Europe 

and North America. 

While longevity records for some 

species are available on the SAFRING 
website I thought it would be 
interesting to try to extract from our 

ringing data our own longevity 
records for certain common species 
which we catch frequently in our 

Klein Windhoek garden.  

Below are our own records for nine 

species which we catch and recapture 
frequently:- 

Species Ring No Ringing date Last recapture Elapsed time 

Red-billed Firefinch L51249 07/07/2012 24/04/2017 4y 9m 17d 

House Sparrow FH52422 29/11/2008 15/05/2015 6y 5m 16d 

Laughing Dove DH03854 10/12/2010 24/07/2017 6y 7m 14d 

Blue Waxbill L18980 19/02/2009 04/01/2016 6y 10m 16d 

Common Waxbill L48392 27/08/2011 30/12/2018 7y 4m 3d 

Southern Red Bishop FH59566 06/02/2010 06/11/2018 8y 9m 0d 

Southern Masked 
Weaver 

BH58898 04/02/2009 02/01/2018 8y 10m 29d 

White-browed 
Sparrow-Weaver 

4H47907 18/05/2008 27/12/2017 9y 7m 9d 

Black-throated Canary AM77264 20/07/2008 30/07/2019 11y 0m 10d 
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“Ah yes” you will say “but these are 

well fed city slickers that benefit from 
your feeding table and those of your 

neighbours. Surely “real” wild birds 
that may struggle to find food in the 
veld don’t live this long?” 

Well, we have a couple more records 
that may be somewhat surprising.  

The first is Red-billed Quelea 
AP99980 ringed in our garden on 05 
January 2012 and recaptured there 

on 29 December 2018, 6 years 11 
months and 24 days later. While 
these birds do benefit from our 

feeding station while they are in town 
they disappear entirely for long 

periods and we believe they leave 

town to establish breeding colonies in 
the veld and only return when food 

there becomes scarce. 

The second is Golden-breasted 
Bunting AR13747 ringed in the 

Erongo Mountains by visiting South 
African ringer, Mark Kirk, on 29 

December 2011 and recaptured by us 
near the original ringing site on 16 
January 2019, 7 years and 18 days 

later. This bird had survived all that 
time in a particularly harsh 
environment without the benefit of a 

feeding station close by.  
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Summary of the 2019 summer wetland bird counts in Namibia 
Holger Kolberg 

holgerk@afol.com.na 
 

In the summer of 2019 wetland bird 
counts were conducted at 34 sites. 
This is quite a lot fewer than previous 

counts because the government’s 
financial austerity measures 

prevented several sites from being 
visited by counters. Nonetheless, 
251 655 birds of 114 species were 

counted. As usual, the two big 
coastal sites, Walvis Bay and 
Sandwich Harbour, dominated in 

terms of numbers whereas the sites 
in north-eastern Namibia delivered 

the most species, although Walvis 
Bay takes an honourable second 
place. Twenty-two (out of 33) red data 

species were recorded with the two 
flamingo species taking top spot in 
that category. A large number of 

Maccoa Duck (125) were observed at 
Goreangab Dam. All volunteers 

taking part in the counts are thanked 
for their participation! 

 

 

Table 1: Totals of red data book species and 

number of sites where they were recorded. 

Species Total Sites 

Greater Flamingo 70009 15 

Lesser Flamingo 30216 4 

Cape Cormorant 23923 8 

Chestnut-banded Plover 2435 4 

Black-necked Grebe 2366 6 

Great White Pelican 1695 5 

Hartlaub’s Gull 1425 14 

Damara Tern 222 4 

African Black Oystercatcher 160 10 

Maccoa Duck 155 2 

Caspian Tern 94 4 

African Skimmer 61 2 

Marabou Stork 58 4 

Eurasian Curlew 43 2 

Crowned Cormorant 35 6 

African Fish-Eagle 34 9 

Rock Pratincole 30 3 

Rufous-bellied Heron 12 2 

African Marsh-Harrier 11 5 

Cape Gannet 6 5 

Bank Cormorant 5 4 

Slaty Egret 1 1 
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Aeroplane Bay 22-Feb-19 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 11 7 0 0 20 7 

Agate Beach 22-Feb-19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 24 10 0 1 37 7 

Avis Dam 03-Feb-19 19 0 25 13 0 3 1 0 0 335 66 0 160 0 0 0 622 23 

Cape Cross 06-Feb-19 1637 0 6029 1 0 0 0 395 0 99 0 0 611 1060 0 3 9835 25 

Chobe River 25-Feb-19 0 0 43 180 196 16 1 0 0 60 2 140 192 129 8 0 967 38 

Daan Viljoen GP 03-Feb-19 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 9 0 0 0 13 7 

Goreangab Dam 02-Feb-19 243 0 3 0 0 0 0 4 0 138 129 0 17 1 0 0 535 12 

Griffith Bay 21-Feb-19 0 0 11 2 0 0 0 26 0 2 0 0 16 12 0 0 69 15 

Grosse Bucht 21-Feb-19 0 0 44 0 0 0 0 6 0 2 0 0 29 440 0 1 522 14 

Guano Bay 21-Feb-19 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 20 0 22 0 0 115 33 0 0 200 16 

Hakusembe, Okavango River 19-Feb-19 0 0 46 49 7 0 0 0 0 21 1 15 163 6 1 0 309 22 

Hardap Dam 19-Feb-19 0 463 108 26 52 23 0 3 0 156 9 0 27 151 2 0 1020 23 

Hoffnung Dam 03-Feb-19 0 0 0 4 0 4 0 0 0 12 6 0 37 0 0 1 64 15 

Kaisosi, Okavango River 09-Feb-19 0 0 23 84 14 0 3 0 0 111 5 10 60 6 3 0 319 21 

Lüderitz Sewage Works 22-Feb-19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 57 0 0 5 45 0 0 108 5 

Monte Christo 02-Feb-19 0 0 0 5 36 3 1 0 0 23 15 4 45 0 2 0 134 18 

Mubala, Zambezi River 23-Feb-19 0 0 83 300 380 3 1 0 0 395 6 12 535 145 18 0 1878 38 

Namushasha, Kwando River 21-Feb-19 0 0 8 11 3 0 0 0 0 16 6 18 60 0 3 0 125 23 

Naute Dam 18-Feb-19 0 50 120 5 0 0 0 0 0 20 0 0 0 0 1 0 196 6 

Nunda, Okavango River 19-Jan-19 0 0 23 55 7 0 0 0 0 25 2 23 77 0 6 0 218 27 
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Otjivero Dam 01-Feb-19 0 0 18 24 0 0 0 0 0 24 0 0 68 0 0 0 134 14 

Radford Bay 22-Feb-19 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 26 0 0 0 0 93 33 0 0 154 16 

Riverdance Area, Okavango River 13-Jan-19 0 0 13 67 60 0 0 0 0 6 1 1 99 0 0 0 247 14 

Sandwich Harbour 10-Feb-19 8 320 10014 36 0 0 0 30700 0 222 0 0 34089 22035 0 2 97426 34 

Second Lagoon 22-Feb-19 2 0 23 3 0 0 0 41 0 0 0 0 413 51 0 1 534 24 

Shamvura Area, Okavango River 19-Jan-19 0 0 39 271 6 0 2 0 0 393 16 5 515 1 7 0 1255 50 

Shearwater Bay 22-Feb-19 40 0 32 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 34 341 0 2 457 18 

Swakop River Mouth 31-Jan-19 0 0 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 34 9 0 0 71 15 

Swakop Sewage Works 30-Jan-19 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 4 4 0 6 310 0 0 327 9 

van Rhyn Dam 18-Feb-19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Walvis Bay 09-Feb-19 519 854 7868 121 0 0 0 65349 0 2916 0 0 30453 20649 0 54 128783 43 

Walvis Bay Sewage Ponds 10-Feb-19 172 10 0 0 0 0 0 3940 0 270 103 0 107 44 0 0 4646 22 

Windhoek (Gammams) Sewage Works 02-Feb-19 13 0 45 199 0 2 1 0 0 3 104 1 61 1 0 0 430 23 

 
Total 2653 1697 24650 1460 761 54 10 100522 0 5336 483 229 68165 45519 51 65 251655 114 
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Figure 1: Totals for the three main groups since 2010 (red = flamingos, blue = waders and 

shorebirds, yellow = gulls and terns). 

 
 

 

0

50000

100000

150000

200000

250000

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019



 

Lanioturdus 52(3) Page 10 September 2019 

Flamingo breeding attempts on the coast of Namibia 

Ann Scott, Mike Scott, Mark Boorman, Confranco Feris and Gudrun Middendorff 

ecoserve@iway.na 
 

 
Photo © Mark Boorman 

 

Breeding attempts by both Greater 

Flamingo (Phoenicopterus roseus) and 
Lesser Flamingo (Phoeniconaias 
minor) have been recorded this year 
on the central Namibian coast at 

Walvis Bay and Swakopmund. 

Confranco Feris and a colleague 
Wilbert Itope of Walvis Bay Salt 

Holdings (WBSH) found the remains 
of a flamingo breeding attempt at the 
Walvis Bay Saltworks on 7 January 

2019 (Figure 1-4). The number of 
nests at this site on the edge of the 

berm was estimated at 60+, as well 
as a further 30+ at another site 
further to the south, also on the edge 

of the berm (Figure 5-6); breeding 
was also observed at a third site 
further south with a similar number 

of nests, with a possible total of 
around 100-120 nests. The flamingos 

were observed to make another 
attempt to breed at the third site on 4 
March 2019, with nest building but 

no eggs (C Feris pers. comm.). 

 

 
Figure 1 & 2: Northernmost site of three 

breeding attempts, showing breeding turrets 

or mounds – photos © Ann Scott. 
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The above main site is at Pan C in the 

bird count area of the Coastal 
Environmental Trust of Namibia 

(CETN) and south of the Paaltjies 
road (23.021231S 14.419222E), and 
the other two sites are further south 

at Pan F (see Figure 10 and 11; 
23.038358S 14.419400E and 

23.045907S 14.422998E). 

 

 
Figure 3 & 4: Egg remains from failed 

breeding attempts by Greater Flamingo at 

Walvis Bay saltworks in January 2019 – 

photos © Ann Scott. 

These nests were apparently made by 
Greater Flamingo; unfortunately no 

photographs were taken on 7 
January 2019, but this species was 

also present in the area on 22 
January 2019, when the nests were 
photographed (A & M Scott, pers. 

obs.). According to Confranco, when 
they discovered the site on 7 
January, the nests were already 

deserted and it appeared that the 
eggs had been preyed upon by Kelp 

Gulls, and black-backed jackals. The 

nests were still empty on 22 January.  

 

Figure 5 & 6: Second site of three breeding 

attempts by Greater Flamingo at Walvis Bay 

saltworks in January 2019 – photos © Ann 

Scott. 

 
Figure 7: Site of breeding attempts by 

Greater and Lesser Flamingo at Mile 4 

Saltworks, Swakopmund in 1997 – photo © 

Ann Scott. 

In 1997, the Mile 4 Saltworks area 

north of Swakopmund witnessed the 
first recorded attempt of Greater and 

Lesser Flamingo breeding in coastal 
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areas (Simmons et al. 1998; R Braby 

pers. obs. in Simmons 2015a, 
2015b). Just over 100 nests were 

built in the salt pan and eggs were 
laid, but presumed disturbance by 
black-backed jackal led to early 

failure. The remains of these nests 
can still be observed today (Figure 9; 

22.582021S 14.519237E). On 5 
February 2019 Lesser Flamingos 
were photographed renovating several 

of these turrets (Figure 7); however, 
five days later this activity had ceased 
(M Boorman pers. obs.). 

Some years ago, a few Lesser 
Flamingo breeding turrets were also 

found at the Walvis Bay sewage 
works, but no birds were seen on the 
nests (Gudrun Middendorff pers. 

comm. Jan 2019; Figure 8 and 9). 
These nests are connected to land by 

a spit, and thus accessible to jackals 
and stray dogs, which cause a 
predation problem. 

 
Figure 8: Site of nesting attempt by Lesser 

Flamingos at Walvis Bay sewage works - 

photo © Anna Muller. 

 
Figure 9: Nesting attempt by Lesser 

Flamingos at Walvis Bay sewage works – 

photo © Anna Muller. 

Greater Flamingo is currently listed 

as Vulnerable in Namibia (Simmons 
2015a), while Lesser Flamingo is 

Vulnerable (Simmons 2015b) and 
also Globally Near Threatened. 
Greater Flamingo prefers less saline 

habitat than Lesser Flamingo. In this 
country, breeding occurs in large 

colonies on raised islands on the 
flooded salt pan at Etosha National 
Park, often with the two species 

mixed. Egg-laying is usually induced 
by extensive flooding. At Etosha Pan, 
laying of Greater Flamingo typically 

starts when annual rains exceed 400 
mm, usually in February and March, 

but as early as November and as late 
as May. By contrast, Lesser Flamingo 
lays mainly in May and into June. 

Flamingo breeding frequency and 
success at Etosha Pan are low, due to 

receding pan water that reduces food 
supplies and leads to increased 
predation. 

The chances of flamingo breeding 
success and chick survival in coastal 
habitats in this country are 

considered to be very low, given the 
rates of predation by black-backed 

jackal, hyaena and feral dogs. An 
experimental breeding island was 
constructed at the Walvis Bay 

Saltworks in 2001, but was never 
observed to be used by flamingos (R 

Braby, H Kolberg pers. obs. in 
Simmons 2015a, 2015b). It is 
suggested that some form of deterrent 

for jackals, e.g. a moat, could 
possibly increase the chances of 
survival on such a breeding island 

(RE Simmons pers. comm.). 
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Figure 10: General view of sites of three breeding attempts by Greater Flamingo at Walvis Bay 

saltworks in January 2019. 

 
Figure 11: Sites of three breeding attempts by Greater Flamingo at Walvis Bay saltworks in 

January 2019. 
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Interesting Developments at a Southern Masked Weaver Colony 
Mel Kelly 

marisak@iway.na 
 

For the past few years, a single male 
Southern Masked Weaver (Ploceus 
velatus) has initiated building 

activities in a white karee tree 
(Searsia pendulina) in a quiet part of 

the garden right next to my house on 
a plot in the veld outside Windhoek. 

The tree is easily observed as a 
window overlooks it (although it is 
not subject to continuous scrutiny) 

and the efforts – in vain alas – of the 
male to attract a mate have become 
an annual and rather pitiful event, 

especially as until this season, a 
large, successful colony of the same 

species occupied an acacia tree some 
70 metres away on a neighbour’s 
plot.  

This male (I am assuming it is always 
the same solitary individual) has also 

attempted to build elsewhere in the 
garden (in a small potted palm, for 

example) but  and it’s hard not to 

anthropomorphize here  not only 

had no female ever showed anything 
other than a cursory interest in his 
handiwork but he would often break 

down one or two of his structures on 
a daily basis and start re-modelling 
them from scratch, giving every 

appearance of a frenzy of frustration 
at his lack of success with the 

opposite sex. Due to his destructive 
tendencies, there were never more 
than six nests ever fully completed at 

any one time and it seemed that his 
considerable efforts would remain 

doomed to failure with the passage of 
years. 

The same activity could be observed 

at the onset of spring 2018 and it 
seemed as if fate was destined to 
repeat itself, the only change to the 

situation being that the karee was 
now quite tall and the branches were 

therefore in close proximity to a 
number of large paper wasp 
(Belanogaster lateritia?) nests under 

the eaves of the house (in past years 
the wasp nests were much fewer and 

smaller but now two were the size of 
grapefruit, with +/- 20 insects in 
attendance at each).  

However, for some reason this year, 
the male weaver managed to complete 

seven nests in the tree 
simultaneously over the Christmas 
period (he had killed the potted palm 

tree in the interim by stripping any 
leaf that tried to grow) and this 
seemed to be the ‘magic number’ 

because a female immediately began 
occupying one nest a few days after 

the seventh nest appeared. Not long 
afterwards, and in a burst of loud 
communal activity, at least four other 

males joined the outlier 
simultaneously and eventually built a 
colony of up to 13 nests (one in 

particular seemed to be broken down 
and re-built every single day), many 

of which ended up being occupied by 
nesting females. Somehow the one 
additional structure maintained by 

the pioneer male this season seemed 
to induce breeding behaviour in 

others that had not been ‘cued’ by the 
half-dozen built before. 

Most of the nests were of the familiar 

conformation for this species, but 
before the newcomer males appeared, 
several of the original seven nests 

started developing short additional 
tunnels (similar to those associated 

with nests of Lesser Masked Weavers, 
Ploceus intermedius) and one 
eventually had a really quite 

substantial ‘annex’, maybe some 
10cm in extent down its longest side 

(see photograph). (I have never seen 
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Lesser Masked Weavers at this site 

and Neil Thomson confirmed that the 
nests in question did indeed belong to 

Southern Masked Weavers.) This 
latter nest was the one that was 
occupied by the initial incubating 

female but since observations were 
only sporadic, it was not possible to 

tell how long this extra structure took 
to appear though it’s almost certain 
that the original male was 

responsible for all the auxiliary 
constructions. It should be noted that 
although the three nests with the 

longest tunnels were arranged 
together in a slightly separate group, 

they were not the constructions 
closest to the wasp nests. (Weavers 
are known to nest close to paper 

wasp nests, presumably in a 
symbiotic relationship.) So far as I 

could tell, the birds new to the colony 
did not occupy any of the three nests 
with the longest tunnels – this special 

group seemed to be the exclusive 

domain of the original pair  nor did 

the new nests built by the newcomers 
have such additions to any 
appreciable extent. 

 

Figure 1: Two Southern Masked Weaver 

nests with auxiliary tunnel structures (left) 

and normal conformation (right). 

By 2 February 2019, the last of the 

young weavers had fledged and I was 
able to take a closer look at the 

colony without fear of disturbing 

them (although with some residual 

trepidation regarding the wasps, 
whose nests were getting bigger by 

the day). The purpose of the proto-
tunnels had become the subject of 
some discussion and so I was 

interested to find several of the paper 
wasps now actively showing an 

interest in the empty nests (as well as 
the tree’s tiny flowers) and one, at 
least, successfully entering a nest 

lacking the tunnel construction and 
then trying, and failing, to enter the 
one with the longest tunnel. 

Apart from an occasional fly-by from 
a Gabar Goshawk (Micronisus gabar) 
intent on terrorizing a bird-feeding 
station some 30 metres away, and a 
single visit last year by a European 

Honey Buzzard (Pernis apivorus), 
presumably after the wasp larvae, the 

tree area does not receive regular 
attention from avian predators to my 
knowledge. Neither have I ever seen it 

climbed by tree rats (Thallomys 
nigricauda?), which do sometimes 

take over sisal nest boxes in trees on 
the plot.  

Similarly, although the Diederik 
Cuckoo (Chrysococcyx caprius) 
parasitizes this weaver, the cuckoo 

does not favour the vegetation in the 
area of the tree in question and is 

rarely seen or heard nearby. So 
although predation and brood-
parasitism are both factors thought 

to induce the development of the 
tunnel-addition structure in this 

species, it would be relevant to ask if 
maybe in this particular instance the 
little annexes were being added to 

discourage inquisitive wasps from 
entering the nests and then getting 
stuck in there. The next-nearest 

weaver colony, (abandoned this 
season) has had no such structures 

in the past, adding another layer of 
mystery to the development of this 
behaviour. 
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Two days after the last weaver 

fledglings departed, three male Red-
headed Finches (Amadina 
erythrocephala) were observed 
examining and entering the nests of 

the abandoned colony in the early 
morning. (In 2018, one pair had 
successfully reared young in another 

part of the property, in a cavity 
created at the junction of two metal 

‘C’ beams under a stoep roof.) When 
the ex-weaver colony was examined 
again later in the day, it was found 

that around 7 finches of both sexes 
were exploring the empty structures 
with a very definite preference given 

to the group of three with the longest 
tunnels. An hour later, they were 

joined by two male Red-billed Quelea 
(Quelea quelea) also investigating the 
empty nests.  

Observations from this point proved 
more problematic as the finches were 

considerably more nervous than the 
weavers but by the morning of 7 
February, females appeared to have 

taken up residence in all nests with 
tunnels and were busy stripping 

grass from unused nests to put inside 
the ones they had chosen.  

However the reappearance of two 

male Southern Masked Weavers later 
in the day caused these females to fly 
off and for the following week a turf 

war ensued, with neither species 
emerging the obvious ‘winner’.  

The colony then appeared to have 
been abandoned until a night of good 

rain some days later, after which the 

flock of finches reappeared and took 
up residence, once again favouring 

the nests with the longest tunnels. By 
the end of the month, most of other 
the nests lacking tunnels had been 

pulled apart to some extent, with the 
material being used inside these 

active nests. An interesting event 
occurred when a male finch got 
comprehensively stuck head first in 

one of the tunnels and it did seem for 
a minute or so as if he was not going 
to be able to extricate himself since 

the more he struggled, the more he 
got entangled in the fibres (eventually 

he did free himself). 

The dry conditions that developed 
during the rest of the breeding season 

brought nesting activity for 
seedeaters in the area of the tree to a 

premature close. The weavers 
abandoned other sites around the 
plot altogether (as Chestnut Weavers, 

Ploceus rubiginosus were observed to 
do at the same location) and a pair of 

Red-headed Finches reverted to their 
manmade site of the previous year 
(although raising a much smaller 

brood). Interestingly, insect-eaters 
seemed to have a better time of it, 
with the resident pair of Cape 

wagtails (Motacilla capensis) raising 
four chicks in a single clutch (twice 

as many as usual) and Common 
Scimitarbills (Rhinopomastus 
cyanomelas) being far more 
numerous than in previous years. 



 

Lanioturdus 52(3) Page 17 September 2019 

Rarities and Interesting Observations 
Compiled by Neil Thomson 

batqs@afol.com.na 

 

Firstly, yet another appeal to Namibia 
Bird Club members and other readers 
to report rarity and out of range 

sightings to Lanioturdus, where 
possible with photographs of the 

birds concerned. As the compiler of 
this column I find it very 
disheartening to find pictures of 

rarities of which I am not informed 
posted by bird club members on 
various Facebook pages and other 

platforms. Lanioturdus is your club’s 
journal and this column can only be 

as good as the information that is 
provided to me. 

 

Figure 1: Zebra Finches © Barbara Beck 

To start with a slightly older and 
somewhat disconcerting record. 

Eckart Demasius sent me 
photographs of Zebra Finches taken 
by a neighbour in Kramersdorf, 

Swakopmund, towards the end of 
March 2019. This is an invasive alien 

species which could hybridize with 
indigenous finches and these are 
presumably escaped cage birds. This 

species was also reported a few 

kilometres up the Swakop River in 
2016 (see Lanioturdus 50[2]). (I have 
received reports of them attempting to 
breed in a Swakopmund garden, the 
nest was destroyed by the owner of 
the house – Ed.) 

Hartmut Kolb found a very far off 
range South African Shelduck in a 

pool near Horseshoe on the Kwando 
River on 11 May 2019. 

Another picture of Red-billed Queleas 
in Swakopmund was posted on the 
Birds of Namibia Facebook page on 

31 May 2019. This was the third 
reported sighting there of this 

species, which is almost unknown at 
the coast, over a period of a few days 
(see Lanioturdus 52[2]). While the 

birds were possibly brought to the 
coast by the east wind, it remains to 
be seen whether they will survive and 

establish themselves there. 

Jessica Kemper recorded the 

presence of two Layard’s Tit-Babblers 
on the Lüderitz Peninsula on 04 June 
2019. This is an uncommon species 

in the area. 

 

Figure 2: Immature African Harrier-Hawk © 

Holger Kolberg 

Holger Kolberg informed me that he 
had observed an immature African 
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Harrier-Hawk plundering Rock Dove 

and Speckled Pigeon nests at the 
Ministry of Environment and Tourism 

headquarters building in Windhoek 
on 05 June 2019. 

A number of interesting sightings 

were posted on the Birds of Namibia 
Facebook page between 09 June and 

12 June 2019. These included a 
Northern Giant Petrel resting on the 
beach at Mile 8, a Southern Pale 

Chanting Goshawk at the Swakop 
River mouth on 10 June, a partially 
leucistic Burchell’s Starling near 

Katima Mulilo, a Yellow-bellied 
Greenbul at Roy’s Camp north east of 

Grootfontein on 11 June and Red-
billed Queleas in Henties Bay on 12 
June. The three towns on the central 

coast have all recently hosted Red-
billed Queleas – see above and 

Lanioturdus 52(2). 

On 15 June 2019 Jessica Kemper 
found a ringed juvenile Lesser 

Flamingo (ring no. 0317) at First 
Lagoon, Lüderitz. This bird was one 
of the rescued and artificially raised 

chicks from Kamfers Dam near 
Kimberley in South Africa. It had 

been released at Kamfers Dam on 08 
May 2019. Kamfers Dam is nearly 
1 000 km from Lüderitz. 

Hartmut Kolb found no fewer than 
four Black Herons at the Swakop 

River mouth on 15 June 2019. 

Photographs of free flying Zebra 
Finches in Windhoek were posted on 

the Birds of Namibia Facebook page 
on 15 June 2019 (see above). 

Chantelle Bosch reported a Southern 

Yellow-billed Hornbill behind the 
dunes near Swakopmund on 16 June 

2019 – another victim of the east 
wind? 

Eckart Demasius had another 

sighting of a free flying Rose-ringed 

Parakeet in Swakopmund on 18 June 

2019. Obviously this is an escapee 
and hopefully there are not more of 

these invasive aliens on the loose in 
the area. 

 

Figure 3: Rose-ringed Parakeet © Eckart 

Demasius 

Further to the reported sighting of an 
Emerald-spotted Wood Dove at the 

Dead Vlei in May (see Lanioturdus 
52[2]), Mark Boorman saw one in 

Swakopmund in early June and 
Kobus Bekker reported one in the 
vicinity of the Naukluft on 19 June 

2019. All these birds are a long way 
off their recognized range. 

Two unusual visitors were recorded 

at the vulture restaurant at NARREC 
on 20 June 2019, these being a 

White-headed Vulture and a juvenile 
Cape Vulture. 

 

Figure 4: White-headed Vulture 

Ombika/Gemsbokvlakte © Sibylle Hähner 

Sibylle Hähner had the good fortune 
to find two White-headed Vultures in 

the Etosha National Park, one 
between Ombika and Gemsbokvlakte 
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on 19 June 2019 and the other at 

Tsumcor on 23 June 2019. 

 

Figure 5: White-headed Vulture Tsumcor © 

Sibylle Hähner 

John Paterson found a dead Marsh 

Owl at Langstrand on 21 June 2019. 

A single White Stork was seen over 

Radford Bay, Lüderitz, on 22 June 
2019. While this species is sometimes 
seen there while on migration in 

March and September, a midwinter 
sighting is very unusual. This bird 
was still present in the area some two 

weeks later. 

The east wind season often brings 

strange birds to the coast but 
probably none as bizarre as two 
Bradfield’s Hornbills seen (together 

with a number of African Grey 
Hornbills) at Henties Bay on 23 June 

2019. 

A rather lost African Grey Hornbill 
was encountered at Sossusvlei by 

Eckart Demasius on 24 June 2019 – 
east wind victim? 

Ulrich Hofmann found a Monteiro’s 

Hornbill at Farm Kakuse some 70 km 
north west of Tsumeb on 26 June 

2019. This bird was some distance to 
the east of its recognised range. 
Interestingly Eckart Demasius saw 

another Monteiro’s Hornbill in the 
Etosha National Park probably 

somewhere around Springbokfontein 

on 27 June 2019, also well to the 

east of the known range. 

 

Figure 6: Monteiro’s Hornbill © Ulrich 

Hofmann 

Eckart then found a Yellow-bellied 

Greenbul at Mokuti Safari Lodge 
adjacent to the eastern boundary of 

the Etosha National Park on 29 June 
2019. While seemingly well off range 
there is a previous record of this 

species at this location and it has 
also been recorded in the general 
vicinity at Farm Kakuse north west of 

Tsumeb and at Grootfontein. 

 

Figure 7: Yellow-bellied Greenbul © Eckart 

Demasius 

Michael Houlden reported a pale 
morph Booted Eagle over Windhoek’s 

Southern Industrial Area on 01 July 
2019. 

Holger and Claire Kolberg flushed a 

Marsh Owl near Hakusembe River 
Lodge on 03 July 2019. 
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Figure 8: Marsh Owl © Holger Kolberg 

A sighting posted on the Birds of 

Namibia Facebook page on 06 July 
2019 confirmed the continued 
presence of Red-billed Queleas in 

Swakopmund (See Lanioturdus 52[2] 
and above). 

A Gull-billed Tern was seen at 
Impalila Island on 07 July 2019. 

I was somewhat surprised to find 

both a Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird and 
a Senegal Coucal at Farm Hiebis Ost 

just north east of Tsumeb on 11 July 
2019. Both are rather uncommon 
species in the area. 

L740, a satellite tagged young female 
Lappet-faced Vulture from the Namib 
was tracked to the NARREC vulture 

restaurant at Brakwater on 12 July 
2019. 

 

Figure 9: Lesser Flamingo 0492 © Mark 

Boorman 

Another of the artificially raised 

Kamfers Dam Lesser Flamingos was 
seen on the Namibian coast on 13 

July 2019 when 0492 was spotted by 
Mark Boorman at Mile 4 Saltworks 
(see also above). This bird was 

unfortunately found dead at the same 
location a few days later. 

Holger Kolberg found five African 
Jacanas on the Orange River near 
Oranjemund on 15 July 2019. The 

low water level and the proliferation 
of floating vegetation is providing 
ideal habitat for this species there. 

A dead African Crake was found in 
Swakopmund in the third week of 

July 2019 while a Buffy Pipit was 
seen at Rossmund circa 17 July and 
we saw an African Grey Hornbill at 

Rooikop (and found the remains of 
another) on 20 July 2019. More east 

wind mischief? 

Holger Kolberg reported two Terek 
Sandpipers and a Black-headed 

Heron seen at Sandwich Harbour in 
the course of the count there on 20 
July 2019. The counters were also 

very surprised to see numbers of 
Grey-backed Sparrowlarks at this 

location. 

 

Figure 10: Red-necked Phalarope © Neil 

Thomson 

At least three Red-necked Phalaropes 
were seen in the Walvis Bay 
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saltworks in the course of the 

wetland count there on 21 July 2019. 
Also of interest was the count of 75 

Cape Shovelers in the salt works – 
this species is more usually found in 
fresh water. 

The count at the Walvis Bay sewage 
ponds on the same day turned up 

two Glossy Ibises. 

We found yet another African Grey 
Hornbill near the coast when we 

encountered one in the Swakop River 
valley some 15 to 20 km east of 
Swakopmund on 23 July 2019 and 

were surprised to find a single 
Ludwig’s Bustard at the same 

location. 

 

Figure 11: Ludwig’s Bustard © Neil Thomson 

Thomas Wiedemann confirmed the 
continued presence of a Red-eyed 

Dove in Academia in early August 
2019 (See Lanioturdus 48[3]). 

In the course of a six day trip off the 

central Namibian coast in early 
August 2019 Dayne Braine found two 

different Spectacled Petrels and three 
Indian Yellow Nosed Albatrosses. The 
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross is a 

new species for Namibia! 

 

Figure 12: Spectacled Petrel © Dayne Braine 

 

Figure 13: Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross © 

Dayne Braine 

The expedition to count waterbirds on 
the north eastern rivers undertaken 

by Holger and Claire Kolberg, Franz 
Klein and myself between 12 and 24 
August 2019 turned up a number of 

interesting sightings. These included 
a Dickinson’s Kestrel in Madumu 

National Park on 16 August, a Pel’s 
Fishing Owl at Caprivi Houseboat 
Safaris on 15 August, a flypast by six 

Wattled Cranes at Namushasha River 
Lodge on 17 August, a Long-crested 

Eagle and an African Finfoot at 
Zambezi Mubala Camp on 19 August, 
White-backed Night Herons at two 

different locations on the Zambezi on 
16 and 18 August, a small flock of 
Orange-breasted Waxbills along the 

new road to Luhonono (formerly 
Schuckmannsburg) and a glimpse of 

an African Hobby at Chobe River 
Camp on 20 August, no fewer than 
three Lesser Jacanas in that vicinity 
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on 21 August as well as a fairly large 

flock of Greater Flamingos at Lake 
Liambezi on the same day and finally 

a pair of Marsh Owls at Hakusembe 
River Lodge on 22 August. 

 

Figure 14: African Finfoot © Holger Kolberg 

 

Figure 15: Lesser Jacana © Neil Thomson 

 

Figure 16: Marsh Owl © Holger Kolberg 

Tarry Butcher reported a flock of 15 
to 20 White Storks in the vicinity of 

Otjiwa south of Otjiwarongo on 29 

August 2019. Overwintering birds or 
early arrivals? 

Tarry also advised of a sighting of the 
Windhoek Bat Hawks at the old von 
Eckenbrecher Street roost on 30 

August 2019. 

In addition, Trevor Hardaker’s SA 

Rare Bird News Reports mention the 
following rarities etc. seen in Namibia 
since the beginning of June 2019:- 

A single Red Phalarope in almost full 
breeding plumage was seen at the 
Walvis Bay Saltworks 03 June 2019. 

A very lost looking Greater Flamingo 
was found near Solitaire on 14 June 

2019. 

A Lilac-breasted Roller was seen at 
Langstrand on 16 June 2019 

(Another east wind victim? -NT). 

At least one Yellow-throated Leaflove 

was present in the gardens of Caprivi 
Houseboat Safari Lodge on 18 June 
2019. There were further sporadic 

reports of this species at this location 
throughout the period covered by this 
column. 

At least one Red-necked Phalarope 
was seen at Walvis Bay on 22 June 

2019. 

A White-breasted Cuckooshrike was 
seen at Palmwag Lodge, well west of 

its normal range, on 23 June 2019. 

A Damara Hornbill was seen at 

Rossmund on 27 June 2019 (Yet 
another east wind surprise? - NT) 

Another Bradfield’s Hornbill was 

found near the coast on 30 July 
2019, this one at Nonidas (see above). 

On the same day a Cape Vulture was 
observed at Namib Naukluft Lodge. 
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Bird Atlas Update 

Holger Kolberg 

holgerk@afol.com.na 
 

1 743 pentads covered 
635 species recorded 
9 028 full protocol cards submitted 

16.4155% covered 
544 species recorded in 2019 
936 full protocol cards in 2019 

 

 
Coverage map of Namibia; Grey squares represent ad hoc records, coloured 
squares full protocol cards – the colour indicates the number of times a pentad 

has been atlased. 
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Tracked Vultures 

Holger Kolberg 
holgerk@afol.com.na 

 
During November and December 
2018 several Lappet-faced Vulture 

chicks in the Namib-Naukluft Park 
were fitted with tracking devices. The 

red star on the map is the place 
where the tracker was fitted. The 

trackers take a position reading every 
half an hour and the distances given 

here are straight line measurements 
between the different points. The 

period covered in this article is from 1 
June to 31 August 2019. 

 

F242 – male, Tumasview, tracker fitted 2 December 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 8137.1 km 

Total distance travelled since 1 June 2019: 2621.7 km 
Largest daily movement: 103 km 
Highest speed attained: 69.5 km/h 

Highest altitude attained: 2362 masl1 

 

                                                 
1
 Metres above sea level 
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F247 – male, Ganab, tracker fitted 2 December 2018. This bird went down in the 
Ukwaluudhi area at the end of August. Upon investigation the bird was found, 

alive but very emaciated. It has been taken to NARREC for rehabilitation. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 12234.8 km 
Total distance travelled since 1 June 2019: 6382.1 km 

Largest daily movement: 279.4 km 
Highest speed attained: 78.5 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 2956 masl 
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F248 – female, Dieprivier (Gondwana, not in the park but close enough!), tracker 

fitted 4 November 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 18718.8 km 
Total distance travelled since 1 June 2019: 5522.8 km 

Largest daily movement: 220.7 km 
Highest speed attained: 90.5 km/h 

Highest altitude attained: 2545 masl 
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L722 – male, Tsondab Plains, tracker fitted 7 November 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 15394.1 km 

Total distance travelled since 1 June 2019: 4423 km 
Largest daily movement: 164.4 km 

Highest speed attained: 91.5 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 2606 masl 
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L727 – female, Kriess River, tracker fitted 9 November 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 14323.1 km 
Total distance travelled since 1 June 2019: 5670.8 km 

Largest daily movement: 186.5 km 
Highest speed attained: 86.5 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 2575 masl 
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L729 – female, Tinkas, tracker fitted 1 December 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 11690.3 km 

Total distance travelled since 1 June 2019: 4798.6 km 
Largest daily movement: 168.2 km 

Highest speed attained: 81.5 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 2849 masl 
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L740 – female, Volstruishoogte, tracker fitted 2 December 2018. 

Total distance travelled since tracker was fitted: 12515.9 km 

Total distance travelled since 1 June 2019: 6025.3 km 
Largest daily movement: 230.8 km 

Highest speed attained: 96.4 km/h 
Highest altitude attained: 2941 masl 
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Membership Fees 2019 
African Birdlife, the magazine published by BirdLife South Africa can be ordered 

through the Namibia Bird Club. A year’s subscription (6 issues) of African Birdlife 
currently costs N$ 300.00 

 
Category (excluding African Birdlife subscription) 
Single member ........................................................................................... N$ 170 

Family membership (husband, wife, children) ............................................ N$ 220 
Junior member (all scholars and students) ................................................... N$ 90 

Pensioner ................................................................................................... N$ 120 
Corporate membership ............................................................................... N$ 700 
 

Namibia Bird Club Committee 2019 
Gudrun Middendorff (Chairperson) Tel: 081 240 3635 
Gertrud Piek (Treasurer) Tel: 061 24 1838 (home) 
Jennie Lates (Secretary) Tel: 081 299 0323 

Franz Klein (Website Manager) Tel: 081 210 1221 
 email: franzaklein@gmail.com 

Holger Kolberg (Editor Lanioturdus) Tel: 081 129 5163 
 email: holgerk@afol.com.na 
Sonja Bartlewski (Member) Tel: 081 149 2313 

Anita Zimny (Member) Tel: 081 280 2527 
 

Advertising in Lanioturdus 
We will accept advertisements to be published in Lanioturdus at the following 

rates: 
 

Full page .................................................................................................... N$ 300 
Half page ................................................................................................... N$ 150 
Quarter page ................................................................................................ N$ 75 

Small advertisement..................................................................................... N$ 35 
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Instructions to Authors 

Lanioturdus is a journal dedicated to birds and birding. Although the journal’s 

primary focus is on Namibia, articles from other geographical parts of the globe 
will also be considered for publication. Authors should use common and scientific 

names of birds as published by the Namibia Bird Records Committee (www.the-
eis.com/namibia-bird-list.php) or, for birds not on the Namibian list, the latest 
published IOC list (www.worldbirdnames.org). Note that bird names are 

capitalised e.g. House Sparrow whereas reference to a group is not e.g. we saw a 
flock of sparrows. Text should be submitted as a MS Word document. Photos, 

maps and figures should be sent as separate jpeg images, graphs as MS Excel 
charts or jpeg images and tables as MS Word or Excel documents. Please indicate 
in the article text where these should be placed. Literature referred to in the text 

of an article must be arranged chronologically as follows: Adam (2000); Adam 
(2000a, 2000b); Adam and Eve (2003); Adam (2000, 2003); (Adam 2000, Albert 
2001). For more than two authors, use the first author’s name followed by et al. 
(e.g. Adam et al. 2007). At the end of the article provide a full list of references 
sorted alphabetically and then chronologically, using the following format: 

Payne, R.B. and Payne, L.L. 1997. Field observations, experimental design, and 
the time and place of learning in bird songs. In: C. Snowdon and M. Hausberger 

(eds.), Social influences on vocal development. Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, UK. pp 57–84. 
Urban, E.K., Fry, C.H. and Keith, S. (eds.). 1997. The birds of Africa, Vol. 5. 

Academic Press, London, UK. 
Vergara, P., Aguirre, J.I. and Fernández-Cruz, M. 2007. Arrival date, age and 

breeding success in White Stork Ciconia ciconia. Journal of Avian Biology 38: 
573–579. 

du Plessis, M.A. 2005. Green Woodhoopoe. In: Hockey, P.A.R., Dean, W.R.J. and 
Ryan, P.G. (eds.), Roberts birds of southern Africa (7th Edn). Trustees of the John 
Voelcker Bird Book Fund, Cape Town, RSA. pp 162–164. 

 
 


