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Local guide – Fabrice Rakotonirina  
Tour leader – Neil MacLeod  
Alain Lenartz  
Francoise Lenartz  
John Van Der Dol  
Steve Rainey  
Richard Wallis  
Robert Wallis  
Ian Robertson 
Nina Robertson  
 
Sunday, 2nd June 2019 
We meet at Palisandre Hotel in Antananarivo, the capital city of Madagascar.   
 
Monday, 3rd June 2019 
We meet for breakfast at 07:00 and depart the hotel at 08:00.  As we leave town, we do a 
short city tour and continue to our next destination, Andasibe.  The drive is very scenic and 
we wind up and down the escarpment.  We do several photo stops and have lunch in the 
town of Ambalavoa.  We reach Perinet at 15:00 where we stop to pick up our local guide, 
Julien.  He immediately shows us a Madagascar Scops Owl as well as a Leaf tailed Gecko.  
We also see Madagascar Wagtail, Madagascar Bulbul, Souimanga Sunbird, Crested Drongo.   
 
We continue to our lodge and arrive just after 16:00.  We settle into our rooms and meet 
again to do a night walk at 17:30.   After the night walk we meet at the dining area and do 
our checklist for the day before dinner.  Some birds seen:  Hammerkop, Great Egret, 
Madagascar Kingfisher, Common Myna, Little Egret, Madagascar Kestrel. 
Weather:  Raining at Mantadia on arrival. 
 
Tuesday, 4th June 2019 
Early morning start and we head to Mantadia.  We leave the lodge at 06:30 and arrive and 
start our walk at Mantadia at around 08:00.  We see Madagascar Ibis (very quick glimpse), 
Madagascar Buzzard, Nuthatch Vanga, Blue Vanga, Souimanga Sunbird, Madagascar Green 
Sunbird, Madagascar Grebe, Red-billed Duck, Common Moorhen, Madagascar Wagtail, Blue 
Coua, Common Jerry, Common Newtonia, Long-billed Tetraka, Spectakled Tetraka, 
Madagascar White-eye, Madagascar Mannikin.  We also see Indri, Black Headed Brown 
Lemur, Easter Woolly Lemur. 
 



We return to our lodge and arrive just after 13:00, have lunch and meet again for a visit to 
Lemur Island at 15:30.  We return to the lodge about an hour later and relax at the lodge for 
the rest of the afternoon.  We meet to do the checklist and for dinner at 18:30. 
Weather:  mostly light rain 
 
Wednesday, 5th June 2019 
Breakfast at 05:45 with our bags packed and we leave the lodge at 06:30.   Just as we leave, 
we do a quick stop at the moth station and see many species of moth, including the sought-
after Comet Moth.  We also see Madagascar Bulbul, Madagascar White-eye, Madagascar 
Cuckoo Shrike, Common Jerry, Crested Drongo, Madagascar Paradise Flycatcher, 
Madagascar Coucal, Madagascar Wagtail, Souimanga Sunbird, Chabert Vanga, Nelicourvi 
Weaver.   
 
We reach the park entrance and start with our walk into the park at 07:30.  We return to 
the bus having seen:  Indri, Diademed Sifaka, Collared Nightjar, Velvet Asity, Spectacled 
Tetraka, Nelicourvi Weaver, Madagascar Magpie Robin, Madagascar Coucal.   
 
We depart the park shortly after 10:00 and head east down the Eastern highlands.  We 
arrive for lunch at Manambato at 14:45, have lunch and have to wait till 16:00 for our boat 
transfer to our lodge.  We arrive at the lodge at 17:20, check in and meet again to do our 
night activity at 18:00.  The boat trip to Aye-aye Island is about 20 minutes and we spend 
one hour watching and photographing these amazing animals.  We return to the lodge just 
before 20:00 to have dinner. 
Weather:  light rain for most of the morning 
 
Thursday, 6th June 2019 
We meet for breakfast at 07:00 and do a walk on the property starting at 08:00.  Soft rain 
forces us to return to the main building for a coffee before we continue on our walk.  We 
see: Indri, Black and White Ruffed Lemur, Crowned Lemur, Common Brown Lemur, Black 
Lemur, Panther Chameleon, Oustalet’s Chameleon, Yellow Billed Kite, Pied Crow, Crested 
Drongo, Madagascar Bee-eater, Madagascar Bulbul.  We also see three frog species and 
return to the lodge for lunch at 12:00.   
 
After lunch we siesta and meet again at 17:30 to do a short night walk to look for 
Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher.  We see a Souimanga Sunbird sleeping below a large leaf 
whilst there is soft rain, protecting itself from the dampness; we all have great views of the 
Kingfisher, some chameleons and several moth species. 
Dinner is at 20:00 
Weather:  Soft rain in the morning and in the early evening 
 
Friday 7th June 2019 
Our bags are out at 06:00 and we have breakfast and depart the lodge by boat at 06:30.  We 
transfer from our boat to 4x4 vehicles.  The drive to our bus takes around 45 minutes.  We 
depart on our journey with our now very familiar bus and stop for an early lunch in 
Andasibe. 
 



 
Aye-Aye 

 

Birds seen:  Crested Drongo, Madagascar Bulbul, Madagascar Bee-eater, Yellow Billed Kite, 
Striated Heron, Madagascar Kingfisher. 
 
The road is long and we have rain for most of the day.  After lunch we drive for another 
hour and a half before we stop at a reptile park and spend almost an hour photographing 
several reptile and butterfly species. 
 
We arrive in Antananarivo at 19:00 and meet again for dinner at 19:45. 
Weather:  Soft rain in the morning 
 



 
Crowned lemur 

 
 
Saturday, 8th June 2019 
Early morning wake-up call at 04:00 and we meet for a coffee and a croissant at 04:15.  We 
load up and leave the hotel at 04:45 only to discover that the bus had a flat tyre.  It takes 20  
minutes to change the tyre and we are still in good time for the flight, which departs 
promptly at 07:00.   
 
We land at Diego Suarez at 09:00 and drive to our hotel which is situated in the middle of 
town.  On arrival we have a table set out for us and we enjoy some pastries with coffee and 
tea before we check into our rooms.   We meet for lunch at 12:00 and depart the hotel for 
our afternoon activity at 14:00.  We drive to the French Mountain and do a walk for almost 
two hours and see two species of Baobab and some other interesting plants.  We also see:  
Madagascar Buzzard, Madagascar Kestrel, Madagascar Bulbul, Crested Drongo, Sakalava 
Weaver, Madagascar Lark, Souimanga Sunbird, Chabert Vanga, Namaqua Dove, etc.  We 
also see a Giant Day Gecko.  We return to the lodge at 17:20 and meet at 18:30 to do the 
checklist followed by dinner. 
 
Sunday, 9th June 2019 
Breakfast is at 07:00 with bags out and we depart the lodge at 08:00.  We drive to our next 
destination, Joffreville and check into our accommodation before we continue to Amber 
Mountain National Park.  We meet our guide, Angelique.  We do a two and a half hour hike 
through the forest before we meet up with our vehicles and enjoy a picnic lunch.  We do 
another walk for an hour and a half after our lunch and drive back to our lodge.  We arrive 
back at the lodge at 15:15 and meet again for our evening walk at 17:30. 



We see four frog species, several butterfly species and Sanford’s Brown Lemur.  Birds seen 
for the day include:  Madagascar Bulbul, Nelicourvi Weaver, Pied Crow, House Sparrow, 
Common Myna, Madagascar White-eye, Crested Drongo, Souimanga Sunbird, Madagascar 
Brush Warbler, Forest Rock Thrush, Madagascar Kingfisher, Madagascar Bee eater, 
Madagascar Black Swift, Lesser Vasa Parrot, Madagascar Wagtail, Long billed Tetrakra, 
Spectacled Tetakra. 
 
Our night walk lasts for just over an hour and we see lots of new species:  4 new reptile 
species, 7 amphibian species as well as Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemur (Amber Mountain Dwarf 
Lemur) and Amber Mountain Mouse Lemur.  “the day of the frog” 
 

 
Madagascar Bright Eyed Frog 

 
Monday, 10th June 2019 
Breakfast starts at 06:00 and we depart the lodge at 07:00 and head to Amber Mountain 
National Park.  We start our walk at around 07:30 and almost immediately see White 
Throated Rail and Madagascar Blue Pigeons.  We also see:  Darter, Long-billed Tetraka, 
Common Newtonia, Common Jerry, Madagascar Bulbul, Madagascar Paradise Flycatcher, 
Blue Vanga, Rufous Vanga, Red-tailed Vanga, Madagascar White-eye, Madagascar Mannikin, 
Madagascar Brush Warbler.  There are several families of Sanford’s Brown Lemur as well.  
We end our walk at the picnic site at 12:00 and return to our lodge for lunch at 13:00.  We 
have the afternoon free and meet at 17:00 to feed the giant Tortoise some of his favorite 
food, bananas.  We order our dinner and depart the lodge at 17:30 and drive to the National 
Park entrance for our night walk. 
 



 
Fiery Bright Eyed Frog 

 

Tuesday, 11th June 2019 
Breakfast at 06:00 with our bags packed and we depart the lodge at 07:00, heading to the 
Red Tsingy.  We do a few stops along the road and arrive at the Tsingy at around 09:15.  
(Tsingy in Malagasy means to walk on tip toes, referring to the sharp edges of the soil and 
rock formations).  We do a 45 minute walk/visit to the sight and continue our drive to 
Ankarana Lodge.  We drop our bags and have a quick refreshment before we drive to the 
village for lunch.  Crab and Coconut duck together with rice, vegetables and some French 
fries are served.  We start our walk from the restaurant and walk into the park.  We see 
Crowned Lemur, Madagascar Cuckoo Roller, Peregrine Falcon, Yellow Billed Kite, Pied Crow, 
Madagascar Harrier, Madagascar Kestrel, Madagascar Lark, Madagascar Cisticola, Chabert 
Vanga, Grey-headed Lovebird, Madagascar Green Pigeon, Three-banded Plover, Madagascar 
Bulbul, Madagascar Paradise Flycatcher, Crested Drongo, Madagascar Coucal, Madagascar 
White-eye, Common Jerry.  We also see a Hognose Snake, Madagascar Sand Snake, 
Oustalet’s and Panther Chameleon, Madagascar day Gecko and Giant day Gecko. 
 
Wednesday, 12th June 2019 
Bags out and breakfast at 06:00.  We depart the lodge at 07:00 and drive to the park where 
we meet our local guide Jo (Joachim).  We start our walk into the park at 07:20 and return 
to our vehicles at 11:20.  We see Stanford’s Lemur, Crowned Lemur, Ankarana Sportive 
Lemur, Oustalet’s Chameleon, Panther Chameleon, Hognose and Madagascar Sand Snake, 
Madagascar Crested Ibis, Madagascar Kestrel, Blue Vanga, Chabert Vanga, Red-tailed Vanga, 
Common Jerry, Madagascar Wagtail, Madagascar Bulbul, Madagascar Paradise Flycatcher, 
Crested Drongo, White Headed Lovebird, Lesser Vasa Parrot, Magpie Robin. 
 



 
Madagascar Diadem 

 
We have lunch at the village and set out on the next journey to Ankify at 12:30.  En-route 
we do a few stops and see:  Great Egret, Cattle Egret, Madagascar Kingfisher, Painted Snipe, 
Kittlit’z Plover, Long-tailed Cormorant, Fulvous Duck, Comb-billed Duck, Red-billed Teal, 
Madagascar Pond Heron, Striated Heron. 
 
We reach our lodge just before 17:00 and check into our rooms.  On the beach we see:  
Dimorphic Egret, Striated Heron, Brown-throated Martin. We meet again to do the checklist 
and for dinner at 18:30 
 
Thursday, 13th June 2019 
We meet on the beach at 06:30 and see:  Striated Heron, Dimorphic egret, African Palm 
Swift, Brown-throated Martin, Madagascar Pond Heron.  We have breakfast and depart the 
lodge at 07:45 and drive to the harbour. We also see Madagascar Green Pigeon, 
Madagascar Bulbul, Madagascar White-eye.  We do a boat transfer to Nose Komba where 
we do a walk to see some Black Lemurs and some reptiles.  We board our two speed boats 
again and continue to our next destination, Nose Kely where some of the group do some 
snorkeling and see Hawksbill Turtles as well as several species of fish which included some 
triggerfish, Clownfish, Goatfish, Coachmen, etc.  We also do a walk to the summit of the 
island and see some White-tailed Tropicbirds, Madagascar White-eye, Souimanga Sunbird as 
well as a large male Panther Chameleon.  We also do a daring walk along the beachline to 
see a couple of Madagascar Fruit bats (flying fox) before we continue our boat ride to the 
harbour at Hellville, the main town on Nose Be.  We then transfer to our two minibuses and 
drive to our hotel and arrive there at 15:00.  Some meet at 17:00 to do a short walk down 
the road in search of any birds.  



The group meets at the dining area at 18:30 to do the checklist followed by dinner. 
 

 
Birdwatching along the way 

 
Friday, 14th June 2019 
Breakfast starts at 06:00 and we depart the hotel at 07:00 for our excursion to Lokobe 
Special Reserve.  We have an hour’s drive before we leave the vehicles and walk onto the 
Mangrove swamp to our awaiting boat.  The boat transfer takes about 30 minutes and we 
all take a few minutes to clean our feet and some people change into their hiking shoes 
before we set out on an hour and a half’s hike into this secondary forest.  We see Nose Be 
Sportive Lemur, Sanford’s Brown Lemur, Black Lemur and a Nose Be Mouse Lemur.  We also 
see Minute Leaf Chameleon which is one of the world’s smallest reptiles as well as Plated 
Leaf Chameleon.  There is also three different sightings of Madagascar Tree Boas. This Boa 
(sanziniavolontary) is seen and treated as a subspecies of Sanzinia Madagascariensis.  Birds 
seen include:  Madagascar Bee-eater, Pied Crow, Common Myna, Red Fody, Madagascar 
Bulbul, Dimorphic Egret, Madagascar Paradise Flycatcher. 
 
We return to the village for a quick refreshment and set off with the boat to our awaiting 
vehicles.  The drive back to Hellville takes just over 30 minutes and we have lunch in town.  
After lunch we visit the market in town where we purchase some spices and also visit the 
Maki t-shirt store before we head back to our hotel.  We are back at the hotel at around 
16:00 and meet in the garden at 18:00 in search of the Madagascar Nightjar followed by 
dinner and the checklist. 
 
Saturday, 15th June 2019 
A free day for all and we have breakfast at leisure and meet again for lunch at 12:00. 



After lunch we all go our ways and meet at 18:00 to look for the Madagascar Nightjar and 
some geckos, followed by dinner. 
 
Sunday, 16th June 2019 
A few opt to go snorkeling and we meet the rest of the group for lunch at the hotel at 13:00. 
The shuttle to the airport leaves just before 15:00 and the group checks in at Nose Be 
airport for the flight to Antananarivo.  Dinner at Palisandre Hotel. 
 
Monday, 17th June 2019 
Breakfast and the group visits Lake Tsarasoatra before some people are transferred to the 
airport.  Some guests fly out later and some the next day. 
 

Turkish proverb – “no road is long with good company” 

 


