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Ring-tailed lemur 

 
Tuesday, 21st May 2019 
We meet at Palisander Hotel in Antananarivo, the capital city of this amazing island.  Alain 
and Francoise had arrived on an early flight from Paris on Air Madagascar.  We meet for 
dinner at 19:00. 
 
Wednesday, 22nd May 2019 
We wake up at 04:00, have coffee and a croissant served in our rooms before we depart the 
hotel at 05:00 to the airport to catch our flight to Morondava at 07:00.  We meet our guide, 
Fabrice at the airport on arrival.  All is on time and we land at Morondava just after 08:15.  
We drive to our hotel and book into our rooms.  After a quick cup of coffee we depart and 
visit some local markets before we return to the hotel for lunch.  After lunch we have a 



short siesta and depart to the Boabab Alley for sunset photography.  We return to the hotel 
at 18:15 and meet for dinner at 19:00. 
 
Thursday, 23rd May 2019  
Another 04:00 am wake-up call and we have coffee and a croissant in the hotel lobby before 
we depart to the Baobab Alley at 05:00 for some sunrise photography.   We spend enough 
time here and have our picnic breakfast before we head out to Kirindy Forest.  We arrive at 
Kirindy and am told by our local guide, Claude that there was a male Fossa close by.  We 
immediately set off to find the Fossa and have great photographic opportunities before we 
set out on our 3 hour walk in the deciduous forest.  A great start as we see Grey dwarf 
lemur, Red tailed Sportive lemur, Red fronted brown lemur and Verraux’s Sifaka.  We also 
see: Blue Vanga, Greater Vasa Parrot, Madagascar Bee eater, Common Jerry, Stripe throated 
Jerry, Madagascar Flycatcher, Magpie Robin, Common Newtonia, Coquerel’s Coua, Giant 
Coua,  Madagascar turtle Dove, Namaqua Dove, Common Myna, Yellow billed Kite, Pied 
Crow. 
 
We have lunch and a short break at the camp at Kirindi before we set out to visit the 
Baobab’s in love followed by a short stop for some more photography at the Baobab alley.   
 
We return to the lodge at around 18:00, freshen up and meet for dinner at 19:00. 
 
Friday, 24th May 2019 
A quick cup of coffee before we set out to look for some local dhows and fishermen just 
after sunrise at 06:00.  We spend just over an hour on the beach photographing the fishing 
dhows, some coming back from their overnight fishing and some leaving for the day.  We 
return for breakfast and have a couple of hours to catch up downloading photos, etc.  We 
meet at 11:00, have our lunch at 11:45 and depart the hotel at 12:20.  We arrive at the 
airport and after a short wait depart on our private flight to Antananarivo.  We have a small 
Cessna 186 aircraft and the flight to Tana takes around 2 hours.  We arrive at our hotel at 
around 17:00 having spent some time in peak traffic.  We meet again at 18:30 for dinner. 
 
Saturday, 25th May 2019 
We see each other on the balconies of our rooms just after sunrise to take some early 
morning photos of the buzzing city below.  We have breakfast just after 07:00, spend some 
time together going through our photos and have a rest before we depart our hotel at 12:00.  
We have lunch en-route and arrive at the airport at 14:30, check in and depart on our flight 
to Tulear at 16:00, arriving at our destination at 17:30.  A quick stop for some shopping 
before we continue to our hotel, Le’Paradassier where we are to overnight for two days.  
We arrive, settle into our rooms and have dinner shortly afterwards. 
 
Sunday, 26th May 2019 
Early morning coffee/tea and we head out to Renalia Reserve at 06:15.  We do a four hour 
walk through the Spiny Forest and see a lot of wildlife.  Green capped Coua, Crested Coua, 
Running Coua, Souimanga Sunbird, Sakalava Weaver, Magpie Robin, Crested Drongo, Grey 
headed Lovebird, Madagascar Bulbul, Madagascar Lark, Pied Crow, Madagascar Kestrel, 
Chabbert’s Vanga, Hook billed Vanga, Madagascar turtle Dove, Common Newtonia.  We also 
see Ring tailed Lemur, Lesser hedgehog Tenrec, Spider Tortoise, Three eyed Lizard, Warty 



Chameleon, Hissing Cockroach.  We return to the lodge at 11:00 and meet for lunch at 12:00.  
Lunch is followed by a short siesta before we head out to the Mangrove swamp at 15:30.  
We return to the lodge for sunset and meet an hour later for a short night walk.  We see 
some Hermit crabs as well as a Grey mouse Lemur.  Dinner is served on the balcony 
overlooking the ocean. 
 

 
Eastern Bright eyed frog 

 
Monday, 27th May 2019 
Breakfast is served at 06:00 and we are packed and ready for departure at 07:00.  We visit 
the arboretum in Tuleur and spend about an hour and a half having a very informative tour.  
We see many different plant species most of which is from the dry Southern region of the 
Island.  We continue our drive and stop at Tsombitse forest for a quick picnic lunch before 
we set out on another one and a half hour walk.  We see Verraux’s Sifaka, Tsombitse 
sportive Lemur, Red tailed sportive Lemur, Crested Coua, Giant Coua, Appert’s Tetraka, 
Rufous Vanga, Cuckoo Roller.  There are also several butterfly species. 
 
We reach our final destination at 16:00, check in and meet for a quick walk at 17:00.  We 
return to our rooms, freshen up and meet for dinner at 18:30 
 
Tuesday, 28th May 2019 
Early morning breakfast before we depart for a walk in Isalo National Park.  A stunning walk 
in a stunning setting and we see a lots of butterflies, insects, birds and lemurs.  Ring tailed 
Lemur, Verraux’s Sifaka, Forest Rock Thrush, Madagascar Magpie Robin, Madagascar Bulbul, 
Madagascar Flycatcher, Madagascar Fody, Madagascar Wagtail.  Some interesting plants are 
also seen and photographed and include two species of Pandanus.  We walk for almost 4 
hours and return to our very luxurious and comfortable lodge for lunch.   



 
We meet again at 16:00 and visit the “window of Isalo” and do some more sunset 
photography.  We return to our lodge after sunset, freshen up and have dinner.  After 
dinner we do some night photography. 
 
Wednesday, 29th May 2019 
Breakfast at 06:30 and we depart the lodge at 07:20.  We do several photo stops along the 
road and visit Anja Park where we see more Ring tailed Lemurs, some Chameleons and frogs 
before we arrive at Ambalavao for a late lunch.  We also visit the paper making factory just 
before lunch.  After lunch we head towards Ranomafana and arrive at 17:35 and stop along 
the road to meet our local guide, Theo, for a night walk before we check into our lodge.   
The night walk produces several frog and Chameleon species as well as Brown mouse Lemur.  
We have dinner at 20:00 and retire to our rooms shortly after 21:00.  It has been a long day 
travelling …… 
 
Thursday, 30th May 2019 
Breakfast at 06:30 and we visit Ranomafana National Park.  Our walk starts just after 07:30. 
We have a great walk with our local guide , Theo, and see several butterfly species, frogs, a 
snake on our path busy eating a frog, as well as Golden bamboo Lemur, Red fronted Brown 
Lemur, Black and White Ruffed Lemur, Greater bamboo Lemur.  We also see a Satanic leaf 
tailed gecko and a Mossy leaf tailed gecko.  Our hike duration is for 5 and a half hours. 
 
We drive down to the village of Ranomafana for lunch and return to our lodge at 14:30 for a 
short break before we meet again at 15:30 for our next excursion.  We go in search for the 
bizarre Giraffe-necked Weevil.  
 
Friday, 31st May 2019 
Early breakfast and we head out from our lodge at 07:30.  A long day’s drive, but we do 
many stops for photos along this very scenic route. We have lunch and arrive at our 
destination in Antsirabe at 16:30.  We meet for dinner at 18:00. 
 
Saturday, 1st June 2019 
Breakfast at 07:00 and we depart our accommodation at 08:00.  Another long and scenic 
drive takes us to our now very familiar hotel in Antananarivo.  We arrive at 16:30, check in 
and meet for dinner at 18:30. 
 

“No road is long with good company” – Turkish Proverb 

 

***** 
 


