
 
7 June to 25 June 2014 

 

Madagascar is a fantastic destination and an amazing 
adventure! Very important to see it as an adventure 
and to be open-minded as routes might change and 

times might move.   
 

However, the experience is worthwhile and always 
more than expected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View from our hotel of the upper town, Antananarivo 
 



Group participants: 
 
Neil Macleod     neil@safariwise.com.na 
 
John Razafindrakoto    jrazafy@writeme.com 

(Local Madagasy guide)  

David and Mary Tasker   contact_dtasker@hotmail.com 

Brian Summerfield    bjsummerfield@docters.org.com 

Cedi Rosterg     m.rosterg@africaonline.com.na 

Miles Daniels     miles.daniels@opengi.co.uk 

Mike Byrne     mike@clocktowerimages.com 

Brenda Byrne     brenda_byrne@icloud.com                                                                                                                                                   

Carol Alexander                             carolalexander47@gmail.com 

Karen Towne                                           ktowne@telus.net 

Rodger Bird     r.bird4@btinternet.com 

Wendy Allen     wendyjallen@shaw.ca 

John Van der Dol    j.vanderdol1@btinternet.com 

Monica Boeckx    tuurboeckx@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Lovely happy faces! 
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A few Malagasy Phrases 

Salama – Greetings 

Mora mora – Take it easy, (doing things at Malagasy speed, which is rather slow 
even for us Africans from the main-land) 

Malaky – Fast (get going mate, speed it up ..... generally doing things at double 
speed/time in Madagascar which is basically unknown to the lovely and friendly 
Malagasy people) 

Zebu – Malagasy beef 

Vorona – Bird 

Misaotra (Misoocha) – Thank you  

Azafady – Please 

Enjana (Enzaan) – Professional  

Vaza – Tourist 

Tompon ny lakile (toopoo lakile) - bearer of the key/the person in charge 

Tsara - good 

Misatra betsaka – thank you very much 

Tongasoa – welcome 

Vita – finished 

Mombatsy vita – not yet 

 
Zebu or vegeterian? 



 
Saturday, 7 June 
Most of the group meet at the Antananarivo airport and we transfer to our hotel, 
Pallisandre Hotel and Spa which is situated in the middle town and has a great 
view over a large area of the city plains.  A few birds seen along the road and in 
the gardens of the hotel are Madagascar bulbul, Madagascar red fody, Dimorphic 
egret, Cattle egret and Common myna.  We settle into our rooms and meet for 
dinner at 19:00.  The rest of our group arrives much later with Air France. 
 
Temperature: 12 minimum and 24 maximum 
 
Sunday, 8 June 
Breakfast is served at 08:00 on the deck outside as the temperature is 
conveniently warm.  The deck, overlooking the city delivers good views of 
Madagascar bulbul and Madagascar red fody in the garden below the deck.  We 
depart the hotel just before 09:00 and do a wonderful walk in the “upper” city to 
view the Queen’s palace and some local architecture before we depart Tana and 
drive south towards Antsirabe.  A splendid and panoramic drive through the 
mountains, rice paddies affords us a good look into the rural lives of the 
Malagasy people.  We do several photo stops along the road, but do not see too 
many wildlife. The drive to Antsirabe takes most of the day and we arrive at our 
lodge at 16:00, meeting again at 18:00 for those wishing to do the checklist and 
we start with dinner at 19:00.  The air is thin and rather chilly on our arrival. 
 
Birds seen along the route include:  Malagasy kingfisher, Glossy ibis, Hamerkop, 
Madagascar kestrel, Pied crow, Common myna, Madagascar mannikin, Green 
sunbird, Madagascar buzzard, Madagascar red fody, Great egret, Cattle egret, 
Dimorphic egret. 
 
Temperature: 14 minimum and 28 maximum 
170km’s travelled 
 
Monday, 9 June 
Wake up call at 06:00 for the group and we meet for breakfast at 07:00 and 
depart our lodge around 08:00 and head towards our next stop at Ranamofana.  
We do several stops along the road and have plenty of very good photographic 
opportunities and see several new bird species.  Just before lunch we have a 
lovely stroll through the town of Behenjy seeing Madagascar paradise fly-
catcher, Madagascar white-eye and Common jery as well as take some wonderful 
pictures of the local shops along the road.  We arrive at Setam lodge just before 
17:30 and check into our rooms before some of us meet at 18:30 to do the 
checklist and the rest of the party join us for dinner at 19:00.  A splendid day that 
was rather chilly at times. 
 
Birds seen:  Madagascar partridge, Common- and Stripe-throated jery, 
Madagascar buzzard, Madagascar bulbul, Pied crow, Yellow billed kite, Green 
sunbird, Madagascar kingfisher, Cattle egret, Great egret, Dimorphic egret, 
Mascarene martin, Madagascar red fody, Madagascar wagtail. 
  
Temperature:  12 minimum and 20 maximum 
190 km’s travelled  
 



 
Giraffe weevil 

 
Tuesday, 10 June 
We meet for breakfast at 07:00 and depart to Ranamofana National Park to meet 
our guide Edmond at 08:00.  Before leaving the lodge we see Madagascar 
buzzard, Nelicourvi weaver, Madagascar white-eye, Madagascar bulbul, 
Madagascar crested drongo, Common jery.  We arrive at the park entrance and 
start our walk at 08:20.  We have great views of Golden bamboo lemurs, Black- 
and White ruffed lemurs, Milne-Edward’s sifaka, Red fronted brown lemur and 
Red bellied lemur.  We also see Madagascar kingfisher, Velvet asity, Madagascar 
bulbul.  We have lunch in the village of Ranamofana and return to the lodge for a 
short siesta before we meet again at 17:00 to depart for our night walk with 
Edmond.  We see 4 different chameleon species as well as Brown mouse lemurs 
in the hour that we are out with Edmond and John.  The evening air is cold.  We 
return to our lodge at 18:30 to do our checklist and have dinner. 
 
Temperature:  11 minimum and 24 maximum 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, 11 June 
We meet for breakfast at 07:00 and depart our lodge at 08:00.  We drive and 
collect Edmond at the park entrance before we continue and park the bus at  
Vohiparara, an area within the park.  There is dense fog this morning and we 
spend a bit of time photographing spider webs that are soaked with fog as well 
as a giraffe weevil (Trachelophorus giraffe) before we start our walk into the 
rain forest.  We see Red fronted brown lemurs and several bird species that 
include:  Blue coua, Blue vanga, Red tailed vanga, Chabert’s vanga, Long billed 
tetraka, Spectacled tetraka, Common jery, Common newtonia, Nelicourvi weaver, 
Madagascar coucal, Madagascar bulbul, Madagascar wagtail, Cuckoo roller and 
Madagascar cuckoo-shrike.   
 
We have a splendid lunch in the village of Ranamofana and some people opt to 
go looking for more lemurs whilst some take time to relax and we meet again at 
17:00 to depart on our evening walk.  The intrepid group see Great bamboo 
lemur as well the much sought after Pitta-like Ground-roller before joining the 
rest of the group for the evening walk. 
 

 
Black and white ruffed lemur 

 
Thursday, 12 June 
Breakfast is served at 06:30 with our bags packed and we depart the lodge just 
before 07:30.  We do several photo stops along the road and eventually stop in 
the town of Ambalavao.  After lunch we briefly visit Anja Park and see our first 
Ring tailed lemurs.  Birds seen include:  Pied crow, Cattle egret, Madagascar 
bulbul, Madagascar stonechat, Great egret, Madagascar wagtail and Madagascar 
kingfisher.  Our journey takes us through some amazing landscapes with rolling 
grass hills and some large granite outcrops. 
 
We arrive at our lodge at 18:40 and meet for the list and dinner at 19:30.  Not 
much seen today as we had a travelling day and not too much time for stops. 
 
290 km’s travelled 
 



Friday, 13 June 
Some people meet at 06:30 and do a sunrise photo shoot with Mike whilst others 
do a short nature walk and see Madagascar hoopoe, Madagascar bulbul, Forest 
rock-thrush, Madagascar crested drongo, Madagascar coucal, Stripe throated 
jery, Yellow billed kite, Pied crow, Souimanga sunbird.  We depart the lodge at 
08:00 and drive to Isalo National Park where we do a very nice walk into the 
riverine/canyon forest along the waterway.  We have excellent views of Ring 
tailed lemurs and spend several hours at the campsite watching and 
photographing them.  The group splits up and some people do a hike with our 
local guide down the canyon and return to the campsite 2 hours later.  We all see 
Verreaux’s sifaka and Red fronted brown lemurs come into camp looking for 
berries and other foods.  We all have great views of Madagascar bulbul, 
Madagascar paradise-flycatcher, Madagascar magpie robin, Grey headed 
lovebird, Madagascar crested drongo, Common- and Stripe throated jery, 
Madagascar cuckoo-shrike.  We return to our lodge for lunch at 14:00.  A short 
siesta and we are all out on a walk at 16:00 and have a birding as well as a 
photographic group.  We see Madagascar pond heron, Purple heron, Madagascar 
cisticola, Madagascar mannikin, Madagascar button quail, Sioumanga sunbird, 
Striated heron, Madagascar kestrel, Pied crow.  We return to the lodge at sunset, 
which is at 17:30 and meet again to do our checklist and have dinner at 18:30. 
A great meal with a great menu, served with great enthusiasm by the local crew! 
 
Saturday, 14 June 
We have breakfast with our bags packed at 06:30 and depart the lodge at 07:20 
and head southwest down to Tulear.  We stop at Zombitse forest just before nine 
and we do a very pleasant walk into the forest and see Hubbart’s sportive lemur 
as well as Verreaux’s sifaka.   
 
Birds seen include:  Madagascar cuckoo-roller, Appert’s tetraka, Coquerel’s coua, 
Madagascar buzzard, Madagascar kestrel, Common newtonia, Madagascar 
bulbul, Madagascar cisticola, Madagascar lark. Madagascar Mannikin, Lesser- 
and Greater vasa parrot.   
 
We leave the forest just before 11:00 and get to Tulear for lunch at the local 
Italian for pizza at 13:30.  After lunch we are delayed for 40 minutes as Neil 
needed to sort out some money matters, but this gives some people an 
opportunity for shopping and we then drive on to our lodge, Le Parradisier close 
to Ifaty village.  It is wonderful to smell the ocean air.  En route we see Sakalava 
weaver, Madagascar kingfisher, Madagascar crested drongo, Striated heron, 
Namaqua dove, Black winged stilt, Kitlitz’s plover.  We arrive at our lodge just 
after 17:00 and proceed to check in, order our meal and have a clean up before 
we meet again at 18:30 to do our checklist and dinner is served at 19:00. 
 
280 Km’s travelled 
 
Sunday, 15 June 
Early morning coffee and tea at 05:30 and we depart at 06:00 arriving at Reniala 
Spiny Forest just after 6:20 and start our walk into the forest.  We have excellent 
views and photograph both the Long tailed ground-roller and the Sub desert 
mesite.  During the following 3 hours we also see:  Sickle billed vanga, Chabbert’s 
vanga, White headed and Lafresnaye’s vanga, Madagascar harrier hawk, 
Madagascar turtle dove, Namaqua dove, Souimanga sunbird, Sakalava weaver, 



Common newtonia, Archbold’s newtonia, Common- and Stripe throated jerry, 
Madagascar hoopoe, Madagascar kestrel, Green sunbird. 
 
We return to the lodge for a late breakfast at around 10:20.  We all disperse after 
breakfast and meet again at 14:00 for our lunch.  After a relaxing afternoon we 
all depart by bus and head for the local village and salt pans for some birding and 
photo opportunities.  The photographic group have a great time in the local 
village and boast many good pictures on their return.  The birders manage to see 
Kitlitz’s plover, White fronted plover, Curlew sandpiper, Wood sandpiper, 
Sanderling, Turnstone, Madagascar lark, Madagascar nightjar before returning to 
the lodge just after 18:00.  We order our dinner before we all go in our directions 
to freshen up for dinner and our checklist at 19:00.  We had quite a few 
mosquitoes at this lodge and in the general area.   
 
Temperature:  minimum 19 and maximum 29 
 
Monday, 16 June 
Breakfast starts at 06:30 with bags packed and we depart at 07:30.  The drive 
back to Tulear is very dusty and bumpy, but we manage to see Madagascar 
kingfisher, Madagascar bulbul, Common whimbrel, Dimorphic egret, Sakalava 
weaver, Common myna, Madagascar lark, Madagascar cisticola, Black winged 
stilt and Kittlitz’s plover.  We arrive at the harbour and our transfer boat awaits.  
We depart Tulear harbour at 09:20 and do the one hour boat trip to our lodge, 
Anakao.  We book in and settle before we meet again for lunch at 12:30.  
Absolutely stunning seafood is served and we siesta till 16:00.  A photo shoot 
and bird walk on the beach produces some excellent photos and we see Grey 
heron, Greater flamingo, Madagascar plover, Dimorphic egret, White fronted 
plover. 
 
Other birds at the lodge include, Grey heron, Dimorphic egret, Pied crow, 
Souimanga sunbird, Common myna, Chabert’s vanga, Madagascar bee-eater, 
Madagascar coucal, Hook billed vanga, Madagascar crested drongo, Common- 
and Stripe throated jery, Madagascar kestrel, Madagascar lark, Sakalava weaver. 
We meet at 18:30 to do the checklist and have a great seafood dinner. 
 
Tuesday, 17 June 
We have a “late” breakfast starting at 07:00 and depart by boat to Nose Ve Island 
just after 08:00 together with some snorkelling gear, cameras and binoculars.  
Our three and a half hour excursion to Nosy Ve produces excellent photographic 
opportunities of the Red tailed tropicbird, Madagascar gull, Sanderling, Ruddy 
turnstone, Dimorphic egret, Humblot’s heron and Crab plover.  We return to the 
lodge after a very fast snorkel, which proved very difficult due to a strong 
current.  Lunch is at 12:30 and we meet again for an afternoon bird walk at 
16:00. 
 
Other birds seen:  White fronted plover, Littoral rock-thrush, Pied crow, 
Madagascar crested drongo, Madagascar cisticola, Sioumanga sunbird, 
Madagascar bee-eaters, Madagascar lark, Sakalava weaver, Common jery. 
We meet for dinner and do the checklist at 18:30. Nice warm day, but very windy 
in the late afternoon.   
 
Average temperature is 28 degrees Celsius.  



 

 
Ring-tailed lemur  

 
Wednesday, 18 June 
Early breakfast at 05:00 and we depart the lodge by boat at 05:35 and head back 
to Tulear for our flight to Fort Dauphin, which is supposed to depart at 08:15.  
“hurry up and wait”.  We eventually leave at 09:25.  The flight to Fort Dauphin 
takes about 40 minutes.  We are met by our bus and staff from Berenty and 
immediately stop in town at the first service station to buy some food for the 
road.  We travel until 13:00 and stop for a picnic lunch by the side of the road.  
After lunch we still drive for another hour and a half before we reach Berenty at 
around 15:00.  We are welcomed by Ring tailed lemurs and “dancing” Verraux’s 
sifakas.  All in all about a four hour drive to Berenty from the airport.  Our guide 
at Berenty is Olivier.  We all check in and meet again at the restaurant at 16:00 to 
do a short walk through the gallery forest.  We return to our rooms at 17:20 and 
meet again at the restaurant at 18:00 to order our dinner and then leave on our 
night walk.   
 
Birds seen include:  Humbloth’s heron, Great egret, Dimorphic egret, Cattle egret, 
Yellow billed kite, Pied crow, Madagascar buzzard, Madagascar kestrel, 
Madagascar bulbul, Madagascar bee-eater, Madagascar red fody, Madagascar 
coucal, Madagascar turtle dove.   
 
We also see and photograph Verraux’s sifaka, Ring tailed lemur and Red fronted 
brown lemurs.  Madagascar cuckoo roller calls as we approach our rooms and 
White-browed owl takes over the calling just after dusk.  We manage to see 
White footed sportive lemur as well as Grey brown mouse lemur on our night 
walk.  We have dinner and do our checklist on our return from the night walk. 
There are many mosquitoes at Berenty. 
 
Temperature:  minimum 19 maximum 29 
 
 
 



Thursday, 19 June 
Coffee and tea is served at 06:00 and we depart on our morning excursion at 
06:30 with the photographers going to the Spiny forest section and the birders to 
the airstrip to find the Madagascar sandgrouse.  Great views of Madagascar 
sandgrouse, Madagascar bee-eater, Madagascar bulbul, Helmeted guineafowl, 
Sakalava weaver, Madagascar red fody, Crested coua, Madagascar kestrel, 
Madagascar cisticola, Namaqua dove and Madagascar turtle dove.  We all return 
to the camp for breakfast at 08:30 and meet again to do a walk at 09:45.   
 
There are Ring-tailed lemurs all around the camp and David found the group a 
roosting White-browed owl.   Our two and a half hour walk produces White 
headed vanga, Crested coua, Giant coua, Madagascar paradise fly-catcher, 
Common jery, Madagascar bulbul, Madagascar button quail as well as Ring tailed 
lemurs, Red fronted brown lemur, White footed sportive lemur and Verraux’s 
sifaka.  We return to our lodge for lunch at 12:30. 
 
After lunch we have a wee time for siesta and meet again at 15:00 to drive to a 
patch of the Spiny forest.  We see: Lesser vasa parrot, Madagascar bulbul, 
Madagascar bee-eater, Madagascar coucal, Madagascar kestrel, etc. Some people 
go on the night walk into the gallery forest at 18:00. We have dinner and do our 
checklist. 
 
Friday, 20 June 
We have early morning coffee, etc at 05:00 and depart Berenty at 05:30, driving 
the very bumpy road back to Fort Dauphin where we have breakfast at a hotel 
before we go to the airport for our flight to Antananarivo, which is supposed to 
fly via Tuleur!  The flight eventually arrives, but we are informed that the plane 
now flies to Antananarivo via Morondava.  We arrive in Tana at 14:50 and set off 
from the airport at 15:30.  This is several hours later than was originally 
expected.   
 
New birds added to our list today:  Red billed teal and Madagascar black swift.  
We arrive at our lodge, Vakona Forest Lodge around 20:00 and check into our 
rooms and have dinner just after 20:35.  A very long travelling day! 
 
Saturday, 21 June 
Breakfast is served at 07:00 and we decide to take it easy around the lodge as it 
started raining during the evening.  We sit the rain out at the lodge and see:  
Madagascar wagtail, Madagascar white-eye, Common jery, Blue coua.  We have 
lunch overlooking the lake and meet again at 15:30 to do a walk to the lemur 
island, despite the rain.  The visit to Lemur Island allows for good interaction 
with several lemur species and we also see Chabert’s vanga, Red billed teal, 
Madagascar spine tailed swift, Striated heron, Madagascar crested drongo, 
Madagascar brush warbler.  We leave the lodge and drive to Perinet and meet up 
with Zack and Flora, our two guides for this area and we do a night walk for and 
hour and a half, even though there is still a slight drizzle.  Three new chameleon 
species as well as Goodman’s mouse lemur is added to our list.  We return to the 
lodge at 19:40 and have dinner and do the checklist at 20:00. 
 
Sunday, 22 June 
Breakfast, overlooking the lake at the lodge starts at 07:00 and we depart the 
lodge at 08:00 to drive back to Perinet and the national park where we meet our 



guides for our walk into the rainforest.  The walk starts at 08:30 and we head 
into the secondary rain forest.  Within an hours walk, we see our first Indri and 
spend quite some time with them.  They call …… it is an amazing sound and 
undescriptive. Maybe eery if anything.  We have great photographic 
opportunities and eventually move on to a sighting of three sleeping Wooly 
lemurs.  Then we are off and see Common brown lemurs and Diademed sifaka  
before we return to our bus and head back to the lodge for lunch at 13:50.   
 
We also see:  Madagascar coucal, Blue coua, Madagascar white-eye, Greater vasa 
parrot, Madagascar wood rail, Madagascar paradise flycatcher, Common jery, 
Dark newtonia, Madagascar long eared owl, Blue pigeon. 
 
After lunch we all go in different directions and have the afternoon at leisure.  
Some people opt to go back to Lemur Island for more photo opportunities and 
we meet at 18:00 to do a night walk. 
 

 
I have the look…….! 

 
Monday, 23 June 
Breakfast with our bags packed at 07:00 and we depart Vakona Lodge before 
08:00.  There is rain in the rainforest this morning, so a good time for us to move 
along to our next destination.  The drive to Antananarivo is through the 
mountains and is very picturesque and we stop several times to take photos.  It 
rains for most of the way to Antananarivo and we arrive in the city for lunch.   
 
After lunch we visit the craft market before we go to our hotel, The Palisandre 
Hotel and Spa.  We arrive at the hotel just after 17:00 and meet again for dinner 
at 19:00.  Some good food, good South African wine and good company before 
we have a look at Mike’s great presentation that he put together using 5 photos 
from each participant. We retire to our rooms just before 22:00. 
 



Birds seen:  Madagascar kingfisher, Madagascar bulbul, Madagascar white-eye, 
Madagascar kestrel, Madagascar buzzard, Dimorphic egret, Great egret, Black 
heron, Common myna, Madagascar bee-eater, Madagascar paradise flycatcher. 
 
Tuesday, 24 June 
Breakfast is set and we all meet on the deck just before 07:00.  Most of the group 
leave to the airport straight after breakfast as we say our “good byes” in the foyer 
of the hotel.   
 
Many thanks to you all for making this a wonderful experience, full of good 
memories and photos.   
 
Many, many thanks to Mike for sharing his photographic knowledge with the 
group and for putting together a great slide show for us all! 
 

No road is long with good company!   

(a Turkish proverb) 

 

Thank you for sharing this amazing adventure with us! 

 
Looking forward to hosting you on another SafariWise 

adventure in the near future.   

 

- Until next time –  

 

 


