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Group participants: 
 
Wendy & Ray Cooper        
Tony &Cindy Heywood                  
Julia Rand                            
Dean &Judy Robinson                
Judith Wakelam               
David & Pauline Wright    
Dave &Carol Strevens                        
Ken & Julia Panchen                       
  
Neil Macleod                      neil@safariwise.com.na 
Mark Hays                         mark@safariwise.com.na                             
 

Saturday, 1 March 

Mark and I met the group at the airport and we departed just after 15:00, driving to 
Waterberg and arriving just after 19:00. We are all checked into our rooms by 19:20 
and meet to drive down to dinner at 20:00.   We do not do a checklist for today as 
we had a travelling day, but need to mention a few sightings.   Mammal species 
which included:  Chacma baboons, Damara dik dik, Greater kudu, Gemsbok, 
Southern giraffe, warthog and impala.  Birds seen along the road included : Tawny 
eagle, Brown snake eagle, Common buzzard, Pale chanting goshawk, Yellow 
crowned bishop, Shaft tailed wydah, African grey hornbills, Southern yellow billed 
hornbill, Grey go away bird, Ruppels parrot, Rosy faced lovebird.   

Distance travelled: 320km  

Sunday, 2 March 

We meet pre breakfast at 06:25 and search for Hartlaub’s spurfowl and Damara 
rockrunner.   During dawn we see our first endemic species, Ruppel’s parrot.  The 
whole group gets to see both rockrunner as well as Hartlaub’s spurfowl.  Some 
people get some great photos of the Hartlaub’s.  We continue our walk and see:  
White bellied- and Scarlet chested sunbirds, Red billed spurfowl, Grey hornbill, 
Acacia pied barbet, Carp’s tit, Red breasted-, Lesser striped- and Greater striped 
swallows, Alpine-, Bradfield’s- and Little swifts, Violet backed-, Pale winged-, 
Burchell’s- and Cape glossy starlings.  Ground scraper thrush, Rosy faced lovebirds 
and more views of Ruppel’s parrot.  We have breakfast between 08:00 and 08:30 
after which we return to our rooms to pack and eventually leave Waterberg shortly 
after 10:00. Other birds seen: Veraux’s eagle, African hawk eagle, Grey go-away bird, 
Ovambo sparrowhawk.  On route to our lunch destination we see:  Shaft tailed 
wydah, White backed mousebirds, European roller, European bee-eaters, Red 
backed shrike, Lesser grey shrike, Tawny eagles, Pale chanting goshawks, Common 
fiscal, Gabar goshawk, Black chested prinia to name a few.  We visit the water 
treatment plant en-route and see:  Black winged stilts, Painted snipe, White winged 
tern, Cattle egrets, Little egrets, Sanderling, Blacksmith lapwing, Three banded 

mailto:neil@safariwise.com.na
mailto:mark@safariwise.com.na


plover, Barn swallows, Little stints, Wood sandpiper, Pearl-breasted swallow, Ruff, 
Red billed- and Cape teals, Dabchick, Common moorhen, Glossy ibis, Common 
waxbill and Diederick’s cuckoo. 

At our lunch destination we see:  Crimson breasted shrike, Ground scraper thrush, 
African paradise flycatcher, Black backed puffback, Spotted flycatcher. 

We enter Etosha National Park and continue our drive to Halali where we will spend 
the next three nights.  We see Northern black korhaan, Kori bustard, Blue cranes, 
Secretary birds, Sabota lark and White browed sparrow-weaver.  The group meets 
at 07:50 to do the checklist and have dinner.  Close to 100 bird species seen today!  
To top it all, on arrival at Halali, we see two Barn owls as well as a Honey badger just 
a couple of meters away from our vehicles.  

Distance travelled: 345 km 

Monday, 3 March 

Meet at 06:45 for our first early morning drive and return to our accommodation for 
breakfast at 08:30.  We leave the camp for another drive at 09:30 and return for 
lunch at 12:45.  We see:  Three different sightings of Black rhinoceros,  springbok, 
Greater kudu, steenbok, Red hartebeest, oryx, Black faced impala, Southern giraffe, 
Tree squirrel, Martial eagle, Black chested snake eagle, White backed vultures, Black 
shouldered kite, Yellow billed kite, Greater kestrel, Red necked falcon, Gabar 
goshawk, Blue cranes with a chick, Secretary birds, Black crows, Wood sandpiper, 
African fish eagle, Egyptian geese, African jacana, Greenshank, Red billed teal, Three 
banded plover, Shaft tailed wydah, African pipit, Spike heeled lark, Sabota lark, 
Rufous naped lark, Black chested prinia, Black throated- and White throated 
canaries, Scaly feathered finch, Violet eared waxbill, Lesser grey shrikes, European 
bee-eaters to name but a few.  Armored ground crickets, Rainbow spider, Etosha 
agama, Striped skink, Emperor moth (Mopane).  We ended our day with another 
splendid view of a pair of Barn owls.  

Distance travelled: 140 km 

Tuesday, 4 March 

We meet for breakfast at 06:30 and depart the camp just after 07:15.  We head east 
towards Namutoni for the day.  A 10 hour game drive!  Two good Black rhino 
sightings, springbok by their hundreds, Red hartebeest, Blue wildebeest, Burchell’s 
zebra, Southern giraffe, steenbok, Black backed jackal, gemsbok, Banded mongoose 
and Greater kudu was seen in good numbers.  We added four new reptile species to 
our list which was Leopard tortoise, Rock monitor, Marsh terrapin and Button 
scaled gecko.  Birds seen today included:  Abdim’s stork, Marabou stork, Little- and 
Cattle egrets, Hottentot-, Red billed- and Cape teals, Southern pochard, Cape 
shoveller, Black necked- and Little grebes, Wood- and Common sandpiper, 
Chestnutbanded-, Three banded- and Kitlit’z plovers, Greenshank, Black winged 
stilts, Crowned- and Blacksmith lapwings, ostrich, Spotted thick-knee, Swallow 
tailed- and European bee-eaters, White crested helmet shrikes, Grey hornbill, Blue 



waxbill, Kalahari scrub robin, Barn- and Pearl spotted owls, Bataleur eagle, Tawny 
eagle, Lappet faced vulture, Red capped lark, African pipit. 

We return to our accommodation at 18:00 and some people meet to do a short stroll 
to the waterhole to see the sunset.  We meet to do our checklist at 19:30 and enjoy 
our dinner.  A very long, good and exhausting day.   

Distance travelled: 220km 

Wednesday, 5 March 

We meet at 06:30 for breakfast and depart the camp at around 08:00.  The morning 
is a game drive and we head east towards Namutoni.  We have lunch at fort 
Namutoni before we do our last game drive and leave Etosha National Park and 
head to our next destination, !Uris Lodge. We do happen to see both Black- and 
White rhinoceros within a time frame of 1 hour!  Oh yes, just before leaving the park 
we visit Klein Namutoni waterhole and see Cape vultures, White backed vultures as 
well as a Martial eagle.  

Distance travelled: 240 km   

Thursday, 6 March 

A great and exciting day waits as we travel through the “red line”, a veterinary 
control line that runs through Namibia.  This is also a birding “imaginary line” and 
north of this line we see new species, so Pale chanting goshawk is replaced by Dark 
chanting goshawk, Pririt batis is replaced by Chinspot batis, etc.  We meet at 06:45 
for early morning coffee and do a short walk around the ground before we have 
breakfast, pack our bags and head north. We see Black cuckoo, Black throated 
canary, Cardinal woodpecker, Brubru, African paradise flycatcher, Southern red 
billed hornbill, Southern grey headed sparrow and Southern masked weavers. 

En route to Rundu we see:  White backed vulture, Yellow billed kite, Brown snake 
eagle, Pale chanting goshawk, Barn owl, Bataleur, Grey heron, Black crowned night 
heron, Little- and Cattle egrets, Black heron, Purple- and Lilac breasted rollers, 
Squaco heron, Woodland- and Pied kingfishers, Red bishop, Lesser swamp warbler, 
Ruff, Purple swamphen, Common moorhen, Southern carmine bee-eaters, Blue 
cheeked bee-eaters, African darter.  

Distance travelled: 345 km 

Friday, 7 March 

We meet on the lodge deck at 07:00 and do a short stroll through the lodge grounds 
before we have breakfast.  After breakfast we visit the water treatment works and 
head towards town to refuel and then onwards to Mahangu Safari Lodge for lunch.  
Birds seen en-route:  Pied kingfisher, Malachite kingfisher, Woodland kingfisher, 
African fish eagle, Purple indigo bird, Rock pratincole, Yellow billed- and Black kites, 
Brown snake eagle, Bataleur.  We all do a optional boat trip in the late afternoon and 



see:  Buffalo, Hippo, Bushbuck, Greater kudu, Waterbuck, Meyers parrot, Crested 
francolin, Blue-cheeked- and Little bee-eaters, Hammerkop, Allan’s gallinule, Black 
crake, Village weavers, Goliath heron, Squaco heron, African darter and Reed 
cormorant.   

Distance travelled: 227 km 

Saturday, 8 March 

Breakfast is at 07:00 and we depart on our morning game drive shortly afterwards.  
We see: Buffalo, Impala, Red lechwe, Greater kudu, Vervet monkeys, Chacma 
baboons, Southern giraffe, warthog, Roan antelope and Tree squirrels.  Birds seen:  
Orange breasted bush shrike, African oriole, Crested barbet, White bellied sunbird, 
Grey- and Bradfield’s hornbills, African green pigeon, Wattled lapwing, Crowned- 
and Blacksmith lapwings, Long-toed lapwing, Great white egrets, White faced duck, 
Egyptian geese, Spurwinged goose, African jacana, Pygmy goose, African stonechat 
before we return to our lodge for lunch and a short siesta.  We depart the lodge at 
15:30 for our afternoon drive back into the Mahangu section of the Babwata 
National Park.  New mammals for our list:  Tsessebe, Reedbuck and Roan antelope.  
Birds seen this afternoon include:  Woodland-, Pied- and Grey headed kingfishers, 
Little-, Blue cheeked-, White fronted- and Southern carmine bee-eaters, Lilac 
breasted roller, African hoopoe, Bradfield’s-, Southern yellow billed- and Grey 
hornbills, Fawn coloured- and Rufous naped larks.  We return to the lodge after 
18:00 and meet again to do our list at 19:15 and enjoy dinner on the deck 
overlooking the Kavango River. 

Sunday, 9 March 

After breakfast we depart and head towards Botswana for the day.  Whilst at the 
border post we see Grey rumped swallows, Lesser striped swallows, Barn swallows 
and Wire tailed swallows.  Little- and White rumped swifts, Blue waxbill, Southern 
grey headed sparrow, Jacobin cuckoo, Pin tailed wydah are seen.  After arriving at 
Drotsky’s Cabins we do a boat trip and search for the elusive Pel’s owl.  We all have 
wonderful views of the Pel’s owl and also see:  Fan tailed widowbird, Little-, Blue 
cheeked-, White fronted- and Southern carmine bee-eaters, Pied-, Woodland-, 
Brown hooded- and Malachite kingfishers.  We return to our lodge at around 16:00 
and do a slow bird walk before we retire and meet again to do our checklist and 
dinner. 

Monday, 10 March 

We meet at 07:30 and have a breakfast cruise on the Kavango River before we 
depart to Katima Mulilo just after 09:30. Whilst on our breakfast cruise we have 
great views of Hippo, Meyer’s parrots, Rufous bellied heron, Luapula cisticola, 
Purple banded sunbird, Collared sunbirds, Giant kingfisher, Pied kingfisher, 
Malachite kingfisher, Woodland- and Grey headed kingfishers.  En route we see:  
Dark chanting goshawks, Brown snake eagle, Bataleur, Martial eagle, Tawney eagle, 
Yellow billed- and Black kites, Black heron, Purple- and Lilac breasted rollers, Buffy 
pipit, Blacksmith lapwing, Thick-billed weaver, Golden weaver.  We arrive at our 



lodge at 15:00 and meet to do a walk at 16:30.  We see Schalow’s turaco, Bronze 
mannikins, White browed coucal, Ashy- and Spotted flycatcher, Open-billed storks, 
Black collared barbets, Collared sunbird, Shikra, Brown hooded kingfishers.  A very 
relaxed walk and great views of the birds seen.  We retire to our rooms and meet on 
the deck to do our checklist at the usual time of 19:00.   

Distance travelled: 350 km 

Tuesday, 11 March 

We meet at 06:45 for a quick cup of tea/coffee before we do a stroll through the 
premises.   The first bird seen is a male Finfoot and what a sighting!  We also see 
Golden weaver, Ashy flycatcher, Black-backed puffback, Chinspot batis, Thick billed 
weaver, Gymnogene, African darter, Reed cormorant, Open-billed stork, Collared 
sunbird, African green pigeon, Wire tailed- and Lesser striped swallows, Red eyed-, 
Collared and Laughing doves.  We have breakfast overlooking the mighty Zambezi 
River and depart to our next destination, Chobe National Pak in Botswana.  En route 
we see:  Bradfield’s hornbill, Yellow billed- and Red billed hornbills, African grey 
hornbill, Lilac breasted roller, Red billed buffalo weaver, Lesser moorhen, Magpie 
shrike, Bataleur, Wahlberg’s eagle, Grey go away bird, Meve’s-, Miombo- and 
Burchell’s starling, Southern grey headed sparrow, Pied kingfisher. 

We arrive at our lodge for lunch and enjoy the view over the Chobe river whilst 
having lunch.  Red bishop, Blue cheeked bee-eater, Little bee-eater, Southern 
Carmine bee-eaters, Dark capped bulbul are seen. 

9 people opt to do an optional game-drive into the park while the rest of the group 
do a nature drive around the perimeter of town, which includes going to the local 
sewage and we see, African elephants, impala, Chacma baboons, warthogs, Marabou 
storks, Black headed heron, Village indigo bird, Collared palm thrush, Crowned 
hornbill, Burnt-necked eremomela, Goliath heron, Cattle egret, Long tailed paradise 
wydah, Black heron and African darter to mention a few. 

Wednesday, 12 March 

We meet at 06:30 for a pre-breakfast walk before we do a morning boat trip into the 
park at 08:00. 

Birds seen:  Pygmy geese, Egyptian geese, Black crake, Purple swamphen, African 
finfoot, White crowned lapwing, African darter, Reed cormorant, White backed night 
heron, Wire tailed swallow, Sacred ibis, Marabou stork, Great white-, Intermediate, 
Little- and Cattle egrets, Black heron, Rufous bellied heron, Red bishop, Brown 
throated weaver, Luapula cisticola, Lesser swamp warbler, African pied wagtail, 
Cape wagtail and Yellow wagtail, Ground hornbills.  A great day out on the boat and 
mammals seen were:  African elephants, buffalo, hippopotamus, Greater kudu, Puku, 
impala, Chacma baboons, Vervet monkeys, Banded mongoose.  Nile crocodile, Water 
monitor and Chobe dwarf gecko were reptiles seen. 

 



Thursday, 13 March 

The group decides to do an extra optional early morning game drive that starts at 6 
and returned for breakfast well after 09:00.  We depart our lodge shortly after 10:30 
and head towards Kazangulu to cross into Zambia via a ferry.  Leopard and Slender 
mongoose is added as new mammals.  A very exciting border crossing into Zambia!  
We visit the Victoria Falls and get to our accommodation on the banks of the 
Zambezi River during the late afternoon. 

Friday, 14 March 

Early morning walk at 07:00 produces Long billed crombec, Trumpeter hornbills, 
Emerald cuckoo, Golden weaver, Tropical boubou, Brown hooded kingfisher, Pied 
kingfisher, Giant kingfisher, Southern grey headed sparrow. 

We drive to town and visit the local ponds and see:  Booted eagle, Bronze mannikin, 
Thick billed weaver, Purple swamphen, Black crake, Lesser swamp warbler, 
Common waxbill, White winged widow, Long toed lapwing, Red billed firefinch, 
Black headed heron, Crested- and Black collared barbet.  We return to our 
accommodation for a relaxing afternoon and lunch on the deck overlooking the 
mighty Zambezi River.  We do a very nice afternoon sunset cruise on the river and 
return to do our checklist and have our last dinner on the deck, overlooking the 
Zambezi River. 

Saturday, 15 March 

A small group of the “hardened” birders meet on the deck and we do a short walk 
through the property before we all have breakfast.  New birds seen this morning are 
Red faced cisticola and Natal spurfowl.  En route to the airport we stop at the 
museum and visit the very interesting section they have about Dr David Livingstone. 

We say our goodbyes at the airport and the group departs to Johannesburg just after 
13:00. 
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