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28 Feb 
I meet the group at the Windhoek international airport after their arrival on BA 
6275 from Johannesburg.  The flight is on time and we depart the airport slightly 
before 15:00 after doing some money exchange and using the facilities. We 
continue our drive towards Waterberg Plateau Park for our one night stop.   
 
En route we see several birds and mammals which included:  Chacma Baboons, 
Greater Kudu, Gemsbok, Steenbok, Damara dik dik, Impala, Blue Wildebeest, Red 
Hartebeest, Southern Giraffe, Warthog and Springbok.   
 
Birds seen include:  Ostrich, Secretary bird, Tawny Eagle, Pale chanting Goshawk, 
Rock Kestrel, Black shouldered Kite, Yellow billed Kite, European, Lilac breasted 
and Purple Rollers, European Bee-eaters, Red eyed Bulbul, Red backed Shrike, 
Lesser grey Shrike, Cape glossy Starling, Long tailed paradise Wydah, Shaft tailed 
Wydah, Rock Martin, Acacia pied Barbet. 
 
We arrive at Waterberg shortly after 19:00 and check into our rooms.  We meet 
again for dinner at 20:00.  A great meal and we all return to our rooms by 22:20. 
 
1 March 
We meet in the road in front of our bungalows at 06:30, which is about 20 
minutes before sunrise and go in search of the Hartlaub’s Spurfowl and the 
Rockrunner.  We have very quick views of two separate Rockrunners and hear 
the Spurfowl.  We do however get a good view of a male Short toed rock Thrush 
on our morning walk.   
 
Other birds seen include:  Verraux’s Eagle, Owambo Sparrowhawk, White backed 
Vultures, Bradfield’s Swift, White rumped Swift, Little Swift, African palm Swift, 
Crimson breasted Shrike, Marico and Scarlet chested Sunbirds, Rosyfaced 
Lovebirds, Pale winged Starlings, Glossy Starling and Burchell’s Starling.  We 
leave the park around 11:00 and our next stop is the sewage ponds in 
Otjiwarongo which produces some great views of many species including 
Painted Snipe, Purple Swamphen, Black winged Pratincole but to name a few.  
We arrive for lunch at Ombinda Lodge just outside the town of Outjo where we 
have great views of African paradise Flycatcher, Golden breasted Bunting, 
Longbilled Crombec, Southern grey headed Sparrow. 
 
We continue our drive and arrive at the Anderson gate and enter Etosha National 
Park at around 16:00.  The drive through the park to our accommodation at 
Halali resort takes a couple of hours and we arrive at our camp at 19:00.  We see 
Southern Giraffe, Burchell’s Zebra, Springbok, Black faced Impala, Blue 
Wildebeest.   
 
New birds included:  Abdim’s Stork, Western red footed Falcons, Lanner Falcon.  
We meet at 20:00 at the restaurant to do our checklist and have dinner.  After 
dinner we drive to the floodlit waterhole for a brief visit and see a herd of 15 
elephants drink their due and eventually depart.  We also see at least 7 different 
Black Rhinoceros and their behaviour is amazing with grunts, snorts and some 
physical clashing.  As we are about to leave the waterhole a single Spotted Hyena 
appears from the dark for a drink.  There are several nightjars in flight over the 



waterhole and we hear Rufus cheeked Nightjar calling.  We return to our rooms 
just after 22:30 
 
2 March 
We meet at the restaurant for coffee before we do a bird walk within the camp 
grounds at 07:00 and return for breakfast at 08:30.  We see African Scops Owl, 
Brown crowned Tchagra, Green winged Pytilia, Blue Waxbil, Cinnamon breasted 
Bunting, Grey and Damara Hornbills, Southern white crowned Shrike, Fork tailed 
Drongo, Violet backed Starling, Cape glossy Starling, Little Swift. 
 
We meet again at 09:30 and depart Halali and head towards Namutoni.  What a 
drive and what a day!  
 

 
 
We see plenty of animals along the way to Namutoni and arrive for lunch just 
after 13:00.  After lunch we check into our rooms and have 2 and a half hours of 
“siesta” before we meet again at 16:30 for our afternoon gamedrive.  The 
afternoon gamedrive proves pretty productive and we see at least another 20 
new bird species and end the afternoon at Klein Namutoni waterhole for sunset.  
There are at least thirty giraffe at the waterhole, Springbok, Black faced Impala, 
Black backed jackal.  Two Tawny Eagles fly in and sit at the waterhole for quite 
some time.  There are Egyptian geese, South African shell Duck, Common, Wood 
and Marsh sandpipers, Kitlit’z Plover, Common ringed Plover, Three banded 
Plover, Red billed Teal, Cape Teal, Greater Flamingo and Dabchick to name but a 
few all around the waterhole.  We depart at sunset and head back to our camp.  
We meet again at 20:00 to do the checklist and to have dinner.  A great day with 
lots and lots of highlights! 
 
 
 



3 March 
We meet at the restaurant for early morning coffee/tea and a quick snack before 
we depart on our game drive at sunrise, at 06:45.  We see three young male lions 
at our first stop and several Giraffe, Black faced Impala and Springbok that are 
queuing to drink.  We are unsuccessful in our search for leopard and return to 
the lodge for breakfast at 08:00.  We depart again at 09:00 on a different route 
and see two lionesses standing off some young impala’s as well as a giraffe.   
 
Birds seen include Greater and Lesser Flamingo’s, Curlew sandpipers, Common 
and Wood Sandpipers, Violet eared Waxbill,  Red headed Finch, Red backed 
Shrike, Lesser grey Shrike, Northern black Korhaan, Grey Heron, Black winged 
Stilt, Chestnut banded Plover, Marabou Stork, Lapped faced and White backed 
Vultures.  We return to the lodge just past 12 and meet at 12:30 for lunch. 
 
There is a good cloud build-up today and we are all holding thumbs for some 
rain as it is desperately dry with very little food for both the mammals as well as 
the birds. 
 
After lunch we have a “siesta” and meet again at 16:30 for our afternoon activity.  
Our game drive starts out to be a bit slow as the cloud build-up and winds have 
affected the movement of the animals.  We do however have a very productive 
drive and end with stunning views of a herd of Cape Eland at sunset.  We return 
to camp and meet again at 20:00 to do the list and dinner. 
 

 
 
4 March 
Pre sunrise coffee/tea and a snack before we head out for our morning game 
drive.  We see some spotted hyenas this morning and watch them for quite some 
time before we go off looking for the elusive leopards again.  A lovely overcast 
morning but still no rain.  We return to the lodge for breakfast at 08:30 and 
depart just before 10:00.  En route out of Etosha National Park we visit three 



more waterholes and have more good views of Black faced impala, Springbok, 
Greater kudu, Southern giraffe, Warthog, Damara dik dik, Black rhinoceros.  New 
birds for our checklist includes Double banded Courser. 
 
We arrive at !Uris lodge at 13:30 and have lunch before we settle into our very 
comfortable rooms.  Meeting for coffee and tea at 16:30 followed by a very 
productive walk in the lodge grounds. 
 
Dinner is served at 20:00 
 
5 March 
We meet for coffee and tea in the garden at 07:00 followed by a walk through the 
grounds before we return for breakfast.  It is very quite and there is not much 
bird movement in the gardens and or the surrounding area.  We have breakfast 
and depart the lodge at 08:40.  En route we stop at an old open pit copper mine 
and flush a Barn Owl and see quite a number of Speckled Pigeons.   
 
The sewage ponds at Tsumeb deliver the usual:  Wood Sandpiper, Common 
Sandpiper, Purple Swamphen, Red billed Teal, Ruff, Three banded Plover, 
Dabchick to name a few.  We have a brief stop at the Tsumeb museum before we 
head further north to our lunch stop where we were hoping to see some Black 
faced Babblers.  No luck, but we do have a very tasty lunch before we continue to 
Rundu.  We have a brief stop at the Rundu “ponds” and see:  African Crake, 
Purple Swamphen, Pied Kingfisher, Hottentot Teal, Black Heron, Little Egret, 
Cattle Egret, Great Egret, Ruff, Wood Sandpiper, Red billed and Cape Teal, Magpie 
Shrike.   
 
We arrive at our lodge at 17:30 and check into the very comfortable rooms that 
overlook the Okovango River.  We meet again at 19:00 to do our checklist and for 
dinner. 
 
6 March 
Early morning coffee and tea on the wooden deck overlooking the Okovango 
River before we do a short walk through the grounds and have breakfast at 
08:00.  Shortly after breakfast we depart and head towards our next destination.   
 
We stop off at the Rundu “ponds” en route and manage to see Meve’s long tailed 
Starling, Baillon’s Crake, Black Crake, Grey headed Gull, Gymnogene, Yellow 
billed Egret, Grey Heron, Little Egret, Blue Waxbil, Pied Kingfisher, Giant 
Kingfisher before we continue the drive to Divundu.   
 
We arrive at our lodge at around 13:20, book into our rooms and have lunch on 
the wooded deck overlooking the Okavango River.  We meet again at 16:00 for 
coffee and then go on a boat cruise on the river at 16:30.  We see Cape Buffalo, 
Greater Kudu, Hippopotamus, Sable Antelope, Bushbuck, Red Lechwe, Warthog 
as well as Nile Crocodile and Water Monitor.   
 
New bird species include:  Malachite Kingfisher, Red winged Pratincole, Meyer’s 
Parrot, Red Bishop, Pin tailed Wydah.  We return to the lodge after sunset and 
meet again for dinner and our checklist at 20:00. 
 



7 March 
Breakfast at 07:00 and then we drive to Botswana, Drotsky’s Cabins just after 
08:00.  We arrive at Drosky’s after crossing the border into Botswana.  A quick 
cup of tea before we depart on our boat trip to see Pel’s Owl.  We all had a 
brilliant view of the Owl and also add White fronted Bee-eater, Western banded 
snake Eagle, Osprey, Brown throated Martin, Chirping Cisticola and Black backed 
Cisticola to our list before returning to Drotsky’s for lunch at 13:00.  
 
We depart again at 14:00 and manage to see Brown throated Weaver, Cape 
Wagtail, Brown Firefinch before we depart.  We return to our lodge at 16:00 and 
meet again on the deck at 17:00 for a short stroll through the gardens which 
produce great views of Terrestrial Brownbul, Yellow bellied Greenbul and White 
browed robin Chat. 
 
Our checklist is done on the deck overlooking the river and followed by dinner 
and some good quality South African wine. 
 
8 March 
Breakfast at 07:00 and we depart to Mahangu National Park at 08:00.  We only 
see one other vehicle in the park!   
 
Mammals seen:  Chacma baboon, Vervet monkey, Cape buffalo, African elephant, 
Red lechwe, Impala, Steenbok, Sable antelope, Roan antelope, Greater kudu, 
Burchell’s zebra, Warthog.  Several new bird species is also seen this morning 
and we return to the lodge at 12:00 and have lunch on the wooden deck 
overlooking the river at 13:00.   
 
After lunch we have a short siesta and meet again at 16:00 for our afternoon 
drive.  A lovely, slow and hot drive produces several new bird species which 
included Pearl spotted Owlet, Coppery tailed Coucal, White browed Coucal.  We 
see plenty of mammals and add Reedbuck to our mammal list.  We return to our 
lodge at 18:40 and meet again for the checklist and dinner at 19:30 
 
9 March 
We depart the lodge at 07:30 for our morning breakfast cruise on the Okavango 
River!  We see Cape buffalo, Vervet monkeys, Warthog and Bushbuck from the 
boat whilst we enjoy our breakfast.   
 
All the usual birds are present and include:  Pygmy Goose, Reed Cormorant, 
Darter, Pied Kingfisher, Malachite Kingfisher, Wattled Lapwing, Blacksmith 
Lapwing, Three banded Plover, Grey go away Bird, Green Pigeon, Meyer’s Parrot, 
Magpie Shrike, Burchell’s, Meve’s and Greater blue eared glossy Starlings.   
 
We return to the lodge at 09:15 and depart on our journey to Katima Mulilo at 
09:35.  We stop for a picnic lunch en-route and find an African barred Owlet, 
Purple banded Sunbird, White bellied Sunbird as well as White Helmetshrikes.  
We arrive at our lodge which is situated on the banks of the Zambezi River at 
16:00, settle into our rooms and meet to do a short bird walk on the premises at 
17:00.  We see a pair of Schalow’s Turaco, Brown hooded Kingfisher, Spectacled 
Weaver, European Oriole, Bronze Mannikin, Common Sandpiper, Golden Weaver, 



White browed Coucal, Red eyed Dove, Willow Warbler, Blue Waxbill and Olive 
Woodpecker.   
 
We return to our rooms after 18:00 and meet again at 19:00 to do our checklist 
and have dinner. 
 
10 March 
We meet at the dinning area before 07:00 for coffee and do a short stroll through 
the premises before returning to have breakfast at 08:00.  We have good views of 
Spectacled Weaver, Coppery tailed Coucal, White browed Coucal, Pied Crow, Red 
eyed Dove, Green Pigeon, Fork tailed Drongo, Black collared Barbet, Bronze 
Mannikin.  We have our luggage collected at 09:00 and depart shortly after.    
 
We see Black chested snake Eagle, Tawny Eagle, Bataleur, White backed Vulture, 
Dark chanting Goshawk, Little Sparrowhawk, Pearlspotted Owlet, Crested 
Barbet, Black Flycatcher, Southern black Tit, Red faced Crombec, Open billed 
Stork, Lesser striped Swallow, Red Bishop.  Arrive at our lunch for lunch at 13:00 
and have lunch on the deck overlooking the Chobe River.   
 
We meet again at 16:00 and do a nature-drive through town and the surrounds.  
Wow, at least 150 elephants at the “ponds” and we marvel at the behaviour and 
interaction of the elephants, only a couple of meters away from us.  We see 
Sacred Ibis, Red billed Teal, Egyptian Geese, Comb billed Duck, Black headed 
Heron, Little Egret, Grey Heron, Northern Grey headed Sparrow before we return 
to our lodge, freshen up and meet to do our checklist and have dinner. 
 
11 March 
Just before breakfast which is served at 07:00 we all have a good view of a White 
backed night Heron.  We have breakfast and depart the lodge at 08:00 for our 
morning boat trip into the Chobe National Park.   
 
We start our morning boat cruise with views of Pied, Giant, Woodland and Grey 
hooded Kingfishers, Reed Cormorant, Darter, Pygmy Goose, Egyptian Geese, 
Glossy and Sacred Ibis, Black backed, Zitting and Chirping Cisticola, Yellow and 
Pied Wagtail, African Fish Eagle, African hawk Eagle, Bataleur, White backed 
Vulture, Yellow billed Kite, Ruff, Wood and Common Sandpiper, Blacksmith and 
White crowned Lapwing, Little, Carmine, Bluecheeked and White fronted Bee-
eaters, Red Bishop. 
 
We are surrounded by 300’ish elephants that are drinking, bathing, mud-bathing 
and swimming through the Chobe channel and we spend a considerable amount 
of time just watching this scene unfold.  We return to our lodge at 11:30 and 
meet again on the riverfront for lunch at 12:30. 
 
Our afternoon boat cruise departs the lodge at 15:00.  We see all the animals that 
we saw in the morning but add Puku to our mammal list and African Spoonbill, 
White winged Tern, White breasted Cormorant, Allan’s Gallinule and Eurasian 
Curlew to our bird list.  A great afternoon on the river even though it was hot and 
dry!  We return to our lodge at 18:15, freshen up and meet to do our checklist 
and dinner at 19:00. 
 



 
 
12 March 
We do an early morning walk through the property before breakfast and head 
out towards Zambia soon after breakfast.  We manage to add Red faced Cisticola 
to our birdlist on our morning walk.  The usual breakfast spread is served in the 
“open air” restaurant overlooking the Chobe River.  We depart the lodge at 
09:00. 
 
After crossing the Zambian border via ferry across the Zambezi River, we drive 
to Livingstone where we have lunch.  From here we have a distant view of the 
“smoke” that rises into the air, high above the Victoria Falls.  We then proceed to 
the Victoria Falls.  After the visit to the Falls, where we manage to add African 
black Swift and Red winged Starling to our list, we continue to our lodge which is 
situated on the banks of the Zambezi River. 
 
We meet at 18:30 to do our checklist and have dinner.  Trumpeter Hornbill is 
added to our checklist. 
 
13 March 
We meet on the deck at 07:00 for coffee/tea and have breakfast at 07:30.  We do 
a short walk through the gardens and see:  Red faced Cisticola, Puffback, Black 
collared Barbet, Orange breasted bush Shrike, Yellow fronted Tinkerbird, Black 
Cuckooshrike, Yellow White-eye, Amethyst Sunbird, Dark capped Bulbul, 
Terrestrial Brownbul, Blue Waxbill, Red Bishop before we return for breakfast.   
 
We depart the lodge at 08:45 and drive into Livingstone for a helicopter flight 
over the falls.  “Flight of Angels”.  We see Lizard Buzzard, White backed Vulture, 
Eurasian and Lilac breasted Rollers, Purple Swamphen, Red knobbed Coot, Black 
headed Heron, Little and Cattle Egrets, Glossy and Sacred Ibis, Jameson’s 
Firefinch.  We return to our lodge and have lunch at 13:00.  We meet again for 
our afternoon boat trip at 17:00.  A very tranquil boat trip on the Zambezi River 



with great snacks and a good “sundowner”.  We add Broad billed Roller to our 
birdlist.   
 
We return to camp at sunset and meet again at 19:30 to do the checklist and to 
have our very last “African” dinner. 
 
14 March 
The deck once again proves very popular at 07:00 for coffee and tea before we 
do a very nice walk in the property.  Bird activity seems very slow and subdued 
this morning and we do not find anything new for our list.  We return to have 
breakfast at 08:00.  We pack our bags and leave N”Kwazi lodge just after 10:00 
and drive to the Livingstone airport where we say our farewells.   
 
A fantastic safari and holiday!  
 

 


