
 

 

Naturetrek three countries, 9 to 23 March 2019  

Group participants : 

Charl Schoombee - guide     

Jakes De Jager - guide      

John Keighley      

Peter Zelenyj      

Padmi & David Reynolds     

Peter & Jacqui Wilkinson     

Paul & Edna Lock      

Denis Lambert      

Anthony Pope      

Peter & Pamela Cranmer     

***** 

Day 1: 9 March 2019 

The plane landed on time at 12:45 but it took a long time for everybody to get 

through customs. We only left the airport at 14:00 and arrived at the lodge at 

15:00. Everyone was very tired from all the traveling and went to their rooms to 

relax. We all met on the deck of the lodge at 18:00 to discuss the safari and look 

at some of the birds flying by. We had dinner at 18:30 as everyone wanted to go 

to bed early. We did not do the check list and decided to ad them to the list with 

the next day. 

Day 2: 10 March 2019 

We met on the deck of the lodge at 06:15 and had a coffee before we went for an 

early morning walk around the lodge to see what birds we can find. On the walk 

we saw Grey headed bushshrike and a lot of other birds. After the walk we came 

back for breakfast. At 10:00 we departed from the lodge on a slow drive to town 

to visit the Victoria Falls. We arrived at the falls at 10:30. We spend an hour and a 

half at the falls  and after the falls we went a few km downstream to see if we can 

find some bird in the gorge where we saw Black swift and Little swift.  From the 

gorge we went to the waterfront for lunch. After lunch we went to the sewerage 



 

 

works where we saw a few more new bird species. From there we made our way 

back to the lodge where we arrived at 15:45. At 16:45 we went on a boat trip on 

the Zambezi River. We had a very good sighting of the African Finfoot on the boat, 

where it came out in the open and everyone had a good view of it. We arrived 

back at the lodge at sunset. 

 

African Finfoot in the open 

Day 3: 11 March 2019 

We met on the deck of the lodge at 06:15 for a coffee and then went for a walk 

around the lodge. On the walk we saw the Grey headed bushshrike again and 

most of the other species that we saw the day before and also our first Fish eagle. 

After the walk we had breakfast and started packing for our trip to Botswana.  We 

left the lodge at 09:30 on the road to the border we saw Racket tail, Broad billed 

and Lilac breasted rollers. At the border things went without any trouble and it 

did not take us to long to cross into Botswana. We arrived at the lodge at 12:30 

and went straight to lunch. After lunch there was a bit of free time to relax or 

walk around the lodge. At 16: 30 we departed from the lodge on a nature drive 

and saw a few new species the highlight of the afternoon was the Three banded 

courser. We arrived back at the lodge at 06:30. 



 

 

African Fish Eagle in flight 

Day 4: 12 March 2019 

We met at 06:30 in the car park where we went for a short walk around the 

lodge, on the walk saw the Collared Palm Thrush and a few other species.  After 

the walk we had breakfast.  At 08:00 we went on a boat cruise in the Chobe 

National park. We had a very good morning on the boat and saw White Backed 

Night Heron, Half Collard Kingfishers, Pygmy Goose, Martial Eagle, Tawny Eagle 

and Little Bee eater. We arrived back at the lodge at 11:00 and went for a walk 

around the lodge to find the Collard Palm Thrush for the people who did not see it 

in the morning. We saw Red Billed Fire finch and a Collard Sunbird, but not the 

Palms Thrush. 

After the walk we had lunch and had a bit of time to relax before the afternoon 

boat trip into the Chobe National Park. At 15:30 we departed on the afternoon 

boat trip, we saw huge herds of elephants on the islands and also some 

swimming. We were back at the lodge at sunset. As we were going to the rooms 

we spotted the Schalow’s Turaco. 



 

 

 

Boat trip on the Chobe River 

Day 5: 13 March 2019 

In the morning some of the people went on a game drive into the Chobe National 

park.  They departed the lodge at 06:00 and were back at 09:00. After breakfast 

we packed and started to make our way to Namibia. The border crossing went 

without any problems or any delays.  On the drive we saw Ground Hornbill and 

White Crested Helmet Shrike. We had lunch at Caprivi house boat lodge where 

we saw Schalow’s Turaco and African Wood Owl. After lunch we went to our 

hotel; we arrived at 15:00. 



 

 

 

Elephants on the banks of the Chobe River 

 

Ground Hornbill in the Chobe Park 



 

 

Day 6: 14 March 2019  

We had an early morning walk around the hotel gardens before we had breakfast. 

On the walk we saw Red Headed Falcon and a few other birds. We departed from 

the hotel at 08:00 to Mahango Safari Lodge, where we arrived at 12:15. On the 

drive we saw Dark Chanting Goshawk, Crimson Breasted Shrike, Black Chested 

Snake eagle Saddle Billed Stork and some of the birds that we have seen before. 

After lunch we had a few hours to relax before we met for a boat trip on the 

Okavango River at 17:00. On the boat we saw Black Crowned Night Heron, March 

Sandpiper and most of the birds that we have seen already.  

 

Black Breasted Snake Eagle 

Day 7: 15 March 2019 

We met just before sunrise for a coffee and then went for a walk around the 

gardens of the lodge, we saw some nice birds on the walk. On the walk we saw 

White Bellied, Collard and Purple Banded Sunbirds. We also saw the Black Crake 

for the first time this morning. After the walk we had breakfast and then departed 

for the Mahango National park.  As we left the lodge we saw Pigmy Kingfisher. On 

the drive in the park we saw Yellow Billed Duck, Wattled Cranes, Pearl Spotted 



 

 

Owl and a few other new species. We were back at the lodge at 12:30 and had 

lunch at 13:00.                                         

 

Boat trip - Mahango Safari Lodge 

At 15:30 we went on another game drive inside the Mahango National park,  on 

the drive we saw African Hoopoe, Swainson’s Spurfowl and a most of the species 

that we saw this morning. We were back at the lodge at 18:15. 

Day 8: 16 March 2019 

We had breakfast at 07:00 and at 08:00 we started to drive to Botswana for a day 

trip. On the drive we saw African Green Pigeon, Pearl Spotted Owl, Yellow 

Fronted Tinker Bird, Copper Sunbird and a few other species.  We arrived at 

Shakawe River Lodge at 10:15 and went out on the boats to try and find the Pels 

Fishing Owl, we tried our best but we were not able to find the Pels Fishing Owl.  

After lunch we walked around the lodge gardens with the hope to find it here but 

with no luck. We departed from the lodge at 15:00 back to Namibia. We arrived 

back at Mahango Safari Lodge at 16:15 and had some free time before dinner. 



 

 

 

On the game drive inside Mahango National park 

 

Searching for the Pel's Fishing Owl 

Day 9: 17 March 2019 

We met at 07:00 for a walk around the lodge to see if we can find some new 

species. We found a Common waxbill and some of the other species that we have 

seen before. After the walk we went for a breakfast cruise on the boat where we 



 

 

saw the first Spoonbills. We departed from the lodge at 10:00 and arrived at 

Kaisosi Lodge for lunch. After lunch we had a few hours to relax and at 17:00 we 

went to the sewerage plant to look for some birds. Unfortunately some cattle 

herders were there with their cattle and chased some of the birds away. But we 

did see a few new species before we went back to the lodge. After sunset we 

went out for another drive to see if we can find some Nightjars unfortunately we 

did not find any but we did find a Painted snipe. At dinner we saw a Fiery necked 

nightjar hunting at the edge of the river. 

 

                                                Breakfast cruise on the Kavango River  

Day 10: 18 March 2019 

We met at sunrise for a walk around the lodge property to try and find some new 

species; we found Kurrichane Thrush and a Golden Tailed Woodpecker. After we 

had breakfast we went to the sewerage ponds before started on the long drive to 

Etosha National Park. At the sewerage ponds we saw African Snipe and most of 

the other birds we saw the day before. We stopped at Roy's Camp for lunch 

where we saw the Black Face Babblers and the first African Red Eyed Bulbul. After 

lunch we made our way to Mokuti Lodge and we arrived at the lodge at 16:20. 

The rest of the afternoon was free to relax before we had dinner.  



 

 

Day 11: 19 March 2019 

After an early breakfast we departed to Etosha National park for a morning game 

drive. We had a great morning and saw a lot of new species, because of the 

landscape change.  On the drive we saw Larks and Plovers that we have not seen. 

We also saw some new mammals like Black Face Impala, Bat Eared Foxes, Spring 

Buck and Oryx that we also have not seen. After the drive we went back to the 

lodge for lunch and a few hours to relax over the hottest part of the day. At 16:00 

we went on anafternoon game drive inside the Park. The afternoon drive was 

even better than the morning drive, we had a big heard of elephants taking a dust 

bath next to our vehicle, black Rhino and a lot of Giraffes at the water holes. 

Elephants taking a dust bath next to our vehicle 

Day 12: 20 March 2019 

Before breakfast we went for a walk around the lodge gardens.  At 08:30 we 

departed the lodge for a game drive to our next camp inside Etosha National park. 

We had a great morning for birdwatching as we saw some new bird species that 

we haven't seen like Penduline Tit, Dusky Lark and African Hawk Eagle. We also a 

few new mammals on the way like Lion, Eland and Hartebeest. 

We arrived at Halali our camp for the night at 12:45 and there was again a lot of 

new bird species around the restaurant. In a few minutes we saw Monteiro’s 

Hornbill, Little Sparrow Hawk and Bare Cheeked Babbler. After lunch we had a 

few hours free to relax or to walk around the camp before we went out on our 

afternoon game drive at 16:30. On the drive we saw lion, White rhino and 



 

 

Secretary Birds we were back at the lodge at sunset. After dinner some people 

went to the waterhole and saw two leopard, six black rhino and night jars. 

  Kittlitz's Plovers 

Day 13: 21 March 2019 

After an early morning breakfast we went on a morning game drive in the park. 

We had a great lion sighting at one of the water holes. On the rest of the drive we 

saw most of the birds that we have already seen, but it was still a good morning. 

We were back at camp at 11:30 for lunch and a few hours to relax before the 

afternoon game drive. At 16: 30 we went on an afternoon game drive, but it was 

very hot and we did not see much bird life on the drive. However, we saw a herd 

of elephants at one of the water holes. We were back at the camp before sunset 

so that there is some time for a sundowner at the water hole. 

Day 14: 22 March 2019 

After an early breakfast we departed from Halali Camp at 08:00 on a morning 

game drive en route to our next camp outside of the Park. On the drive we saw 

some new birds. At 11:30 we exited Etosha National park, we had lunch at one of 

the towns on the way to the Waterberg. We arrived at the Waterberg at 15:45. At 

17:00 we went for a walk to try and find the Rock Runner and the Hartlaub's 

Spurfowl. Unfortunately we could not find them but we did find some other birds 

on the walk. 



 

 

 

Lions in Etosha 

Trying to find the Rock Runner and Hartlaub's Spurfowl 



 

 

Day 15: 23 March 2019 

After an early breakfast we departed for Windhoek to make it to the airport in 

time for the flight back home. Unfortunately there was no time for bird watching 

as we had to be at the airport at 12:00. We made it in good time for the check in 

at 12:00.  

 

In total: 

315 bird species 

43 mammal species 

10 reptile species 

 

****** 

 

 

 


